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ANNOUNCEMENT

Celebrations and memorial services will be held in honor of 
Fr. Seraphim at the St. Herman of Alaska Monastery, Platina, 
California, on September 1-3, 2007. The schedule of events is 
as follows:

Saturday, September 1 (new style)
4:00 pm         Pannikhida for Hieromonk Seraphim
4:30 pm         Small Vespers, Compline
6:00 pm         Dinner
7:30 pm         Vigil

Sunday, September 2
9:00 am         Midnight Service, Hours
10:00 am        Divine Liturgy
12:30 pm        Meal
2:00 pm        Lecture: “The Last Days of the Earthly Life Fr. 
Seraphim” by Hieromonk Damascene, followed by the playing 
of a recording of Fr. Seraphim’s last pastoral talk, “Living the 
Orthodox Worldview” and the distribution of the newly pub-
lished compact disc of this talk.
5:30 pm    Vespers
6:30 pm    Dinner
7:30 pm    Compline, Evening Prayers

Monday, September 3
7:30 am          Midnight Service, Matins, Hours
9:45 am         Vesting of Bishops
10:00 am        Hierarchical Divine Liturgy, with Memorial Ser-
vice for Hieromonk Seraphim
12:30 pm        Meal
1:30 pm       Lecture: “Introduction to the Bulgarian Edition of 
Father Seraphim Rose: His Life and Works’” by Metropolitan 
JOSEPH (Bulgarian Orthodox Archdiocese of the USA, Can-
ada and Australia).

Accommodations are limited. Spaces are available for overnight 
camping. If you plan to spend the night, please bring a flashlight, 
sleeping bag, sleeping mat and (optional) a tent. If you plan to stay in 
a hotel, please reserve a room in Red Bluff or Redding, both of which 
are about an hour from the monastery.

Directions: Take Highway 36 West from Red Bluff for 46 miles. Turn 
left on Beegum Gorge Road (about 1/4 mile before the town of Pla-
tina). Go up Beegum Gorge Road for 1 3/4 miles. The monastery is 
on the left.

For more information, write to St. Herman of Alaska Monastery,
P. O. Box 70, Platina, CA 96076. Email: stherman@stherman.com
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1. Èñêàíiå Áîãà.
 Áóäóùié îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú, âú ìiðó Åâãåíié 
(Þäæèíú) Äåííèñú Ðîóçú, ðîäèëñÿ 13 àâãóñòà 1934 ã. âú 
ãîðîäê¼ Ñàí-Äiåãî âú Þæíîé Êàëèôîðíiè. Åãî ïðåäêè 
âî âòîðîìú ïîêîëåíiè áûëè âûõîäöàìè èçú Åâðîïû, 
ðîäèòåëè æå ñú ðàííÿãî ä¼òñòâà æèëè âú Àìåðèê¼. Åâãåíié 
áûëú ìëàäøèìú ðåáåíêîìú âú ñåìü¼ è ðîñú âñåîáùèìú 
ëþáèìöåìú, áûëú ëàñêîâûìú è ïîñëóøíûìú. Îòú îòöà 
Åâãåíié íàó÷èëñÿ ñêðîìíîñòè è ñìèðåíiþ, îòú ìàòåðè 
óíàñë¼äîâàëú ä¼ëîâèòîñòü è ïðàêòè÷íîñòü, óïîðñòâî âú 
äîñòèæåíiè ö¼ëè è ëàêîíè÷íóþ ìàíåðó ãîâîðèòü; îòú îáîèõú 
ðîäèòåëåé îíú ïåðåíÿëú ÷åñòíîñòü è ïðÿìîäóøiå, áëàãîäàðÿ 
÷åìó âïîñë¼äñòâiè óì¼ëú ðàñïîçíàòü ëþáîå ëèöåì¼ðiå.
 Åâãåíié ðîñú ñåðüåçíûìú, ïðèëåæíûìú è íå ïî 
ãîäàìú óìíûìú, ïåðâûìú ñðåäè ñâåðñòíèêîâú ñõâàòûâàëú 
ñóòü óñëûøàííàãî èëè óâèäåííàãî. Îäíàêî, ñäåðæàííîñòü è 
ïðèëåæàíiå íå ì¼øàëè åìó ó÷àñòâîâàòü âú ä¼òñêèõú èãðàõú; 
îíú çàíèìàëñÿ ñïîðòîìú, ó÷èëñÿ èãðàòü íà ôîðòåïiàíî, 
èíòåðåñîâàëñÿ çîîëîãiåé, î÷åíü ìíîãî ÷èòàëú.
 Ñú ä¼òñòâà âú Åâãåíiè æèëî ñèëüíîå ðåëèãiîçíîå 
÷óâñòâî, è ïðîòåñòàíòêà-ìàòü ñòàðàëàñü óêð¼ïèòü åãî. 
Îíà âîäèëà ä¼òåé âú öåðêâè ðàçíûõú ïðîòåñòàíòñêèõú 
íàïðàâëåíié è âú êàæäîé ï¼ëà âú õîð¼. Åâãåíié õîäèëú íà 
óðîêè Áèáëiè âú ïðåñâèòåðiàíñêîé öåðêâè è ïðåêðàñíî 
èçó÷èëú Ñâÿùåííîå Ïèñàíiå, ìîãú öèòèðîâàòü åãî ïî ïàìÿòè, 
÷åìó ðîäèòåëè î÷åíü óäèâëÿëèñü. Âú âîñüìîìú êëàññ¼ îíú, 
ïî ñîáñòâåííîìó æåëàíiþ, ïðèíÿëú êðåùåíiå è êîíôèðìàöiþ 
âú ìåòîäèñòñêîé öåðêâè. Íî êú îêîí÷àíiþ øêîëû òÿãà êú 
ðåëèãiè âú íåìú îñëàá¼ëà.
 Îäíàæäû ìàòü ñêàçàëà åìó: “Òû ñòîëüêî âðåìåíè 
ïðîâîäèøü çà êíèæêàìè — íå èíà÷å êàêú âàæíûìú ÷å-
ëîâ¼êîìú ñòàíåøü”. “ß íå õî÷ó áûòü âàæíûìú, — îòâ¼òèëú 
Åâãåíié. — ß õî÷ó áûòü ìóäðûìú”.
 Âú 1952 ã. îíú çàêîí÷èëú ñðåäíþþ øêîëó âú 
Ñàíú-Äiåãî ïåðâûìú ó÷åíèêîìú è ïîëó÷èëú í¼ñêîëüêî 
ïîîùðèòåëüíûõú ñòèïåíäié, íî âçÿëú èçú íèõú òîëüêî îäíó, 
à îòú îñòàëüíûõ îòêàçàëñÿ: “Ñú ìåíÿ è îäíîé õâàòèòú”.
 Îñåíüþ òîãî æå ãîäà Åâãåíié ïîñòóïèëú âú êîëëåäæú 
þæíî-êàëèôîðíiéñêàãî ãîðîäêà Ïîìîíû, êîòîðûé ñ÷èòàëñÿ 
ëó÷øèìú ÷àñòíûìú êîëëåäæåìú âú Êàëèôîðíiè è îäíèìú 
èçú ãëàâíûõú öåíòðîâú ãóìàíèòàðíàãî îáðàçîâàíiÿ âú ÑØÀ. 
Ó ñòóäåíòîâú áûëè ðàçâëå÷åíiÿ è óñòðåìëåíiÿ îáû÷íûõú 
ñâ¼òñêèõú ëþäåé: äîáèòüñÿ óñï¼õà, èì¼òü ìàøèíó, áûòü 
“ïðèçíàííûìú”; îäíàêî, Åâãåíiÿ âñå ýòî ñîâåðøåííî íå 
èíòåðåñîâàëî. Áîëüøå âñåãî åãî âîëíîâàëú âîïðîñú: çà÷¼ìú 
îíú æèâåòú?
 Åâãåíié ïðèíÿëñÿ òùàòåëüíî èçó÷àòü çàïàäíûõú 
ôèëîñîôîâú, ïîñ¼ùàëú êóðñû ëåêöié ïî ôèëîñîôiè. Îòú 
ïðîòåñòàíòñòâà îíú êú òîìó âðåìåíè óæå ïîëíîñòüþ îòîøåëú; 
ïðåäñòàâëåíiÿ ðîäèòåëåé î Áîã¼ êàçàëèñü åìó ïðèìèòèâíûìè 
è íåâåæåñòâåííûìè, èõú çàñòûâøàÿ áûòîâàÿ ðåëèãèîçíîñòü 
ïðåäñòàâëÿëàñü åìó ñêó÷íîé, îíú ñòðåìèëñÿ êú ÷åìó-òî áîë¼å 
âûñîêîìó è äóõîâíîìó. Òàêú îíú, ïîäîáíî ìíîãèìú, ñòàëú 
áóíòîâàòü ïðîòèâú õðèñòiàíñòâà, êîòîðîå åìó íàâÿçàëè âú 
ä¼òñòâ¼ è êîòîðîå íå óäîâëåòâîðÿëî åãî äóõîâíîé æàæäû.

Бiографiя iеромонаха Серафима (Роуза) 
 Ñíà÷àëà îíú óâëåêñÿ Íèöøå. Òàêèìú îáðàçîìú, 
åãî ôèëîñîôñêiÿ èñêàíiÿ íà÷àëèñü ñú íåïðiÿòiÿ Áîãà, êú 
Êîòîðîìó îíú áåçñîçíàòåëüíî ñòðåìèëñÿ. Èçó÷àÿ ôèëîñîôiþ, 
Åâãåíié ñêîðî óá¼äèëñÿ, ÷òî ðàöiîíàëüíîå ìûøëåíiå 
î÷åíü îãðàíè÷åíî. Îíú èçó÷àëú òâîðåíiÿ ôèëîñîôîâú-
ðàöiîíàëèñòîâú, íî îíè íå óäîâëåòâîðÿëè åãî:
 “Çàïàäíàÿ ôèëîñîôiÿ íåèìîâåðíî ñêó÷íà”, — íàïè-
ñàëú îíú êàêú-òî âú òî âðåìÿ. Íà âòîðîìú êóðñ¼ îíú óâëåêñÿ, 
ñú ïîäà÷è çíàìåíèòàãî òîãäà ïðîôåññîðà - ïðîïîâ¼äíèêà 
“íîâàãî ðåëèãiîçíàãî ñîçíàíiÿ” Àëëàíà Óîòñà äçåíú-
áóääèçìîìú, êîòîðûé êàçàëñÿ åìó áîë¼å ãëóáîêèìú, ÷¼ìú 
ïðîòåñòàíòñòâî. Åâãåíiÿ ïðèâëåêëà âîñòî÷íàÿ ôèëîñîôiÿ, 
îíú ñòàëú èçó÷àòü êèòàéñêié ÿçûêú è ÷èòàòü êèòàéñêiÿ êíèãè 
âú ïîäëèííèêàõú.
 Åâãåíié ÷àñòî è ïîäîëãó ìîë÷àëú, î÷åíü ëþáèëú 
ìîðå, ëþáèëú ãóëÿòü ïî íî÷àìú è ñìîòð¼òü íà çâ¼çäû. 
Íà ïåðâîìú êóðñ¼ êîëëåäæà Åâãåíié ïîçíàêîìèëñÿ ñú 
ä¼âóøêîé Àëèñîíú, ïî íàòóð¼ òàêîé æå òèõîé è ãëóáîêî 
îäèíîêîé, êàêú îíú ñàìú; ñú íåé îäíîé îíú ìîã ãîâîðèòü î 
òîìú, ÷òî åãî âîëíîâàëî, î ñâîèõú èñêàíiÿõú è íàäåæäàõú. 
Õîòÿ âî ìíîãîìú îíè ñèëüíî îòëè÷àëèñü äðóãú îòú äðóãà, 
íî ñðàçó íàøëè âçàèìîïîíèìàíiå è ÷àñòî áåñ¼äîâàëè î 
ñìûñë¼ æèçíè. Åâãåíié æàëîâàëñÿ Àëèñîíú, ÷òî âåçä¼ 
÷óâñòâóåòú ñåáÿ ÷óæèìú, íèêòî åãî íå ïîíèìàåòú. Àëèñîíú, 
áóäó÷è ðåâíîñòíîé êàòîëè÷êîé, ïûòàëàñü îáðàòèòü åãî âú 
õðèñòiàíñòâî, íî îíú òîëüêî ñì¼ÿëñÿ. Óá¼æäåííîñòü è â¼ðà 
Àëèñîíú áûëè ïîêà íåäîñòèæèìû äëÿ íåãî. Îíú ñòðåìèëñÿ 
êú äóõîâíîìó, õîò¼ëú èçáàâèòüñÿ îòú âíóòðåííåé ïóñòîòû, 
îáð¼ñòè ïîäëèííûé ñìûñëú æèçíè. Íî ïðîñòàÿ â¼ðà íå 
äàâàëàñü åìó. Ñú äðóçüÿìè ïî êîëëåäæó îíú ÷àñòî ñïîðèëú î 
Áîã¼ è ñëûëú âú Ïîìîí¼ ñàìûìú íåïðèìèðèìûìú àòåèñòîìú. 
Èíîãäà îíú äàæå íàðî÷íî ïðèíèìàëñÿ áîãîõóëüñòâîâàòü, è 
òîëüêî Àëèñîíú ïîíèìàëà, ÷òî ýòî áûëú êàêú áû åãî âûçîâú 
Áîãó: îíú áûëú ãîòîâú ïðåäàòü ñåáÿ ãí¼âó Áîæiþ, ëèøü áû 
óá¼äèòüñÿ, ÷òî Áîãú ñóùåñòâóåòú.
 Âú 1956 ã. Åâãåíié ñú îòëè÷iåìú îêîí÷èëú Ïîìîíó è 
ïîñòóïèëú âú Àêàäåìiþ âîñòîêîâ¼äåíiÿ âú Ñàíú-Ôðàíöèñêî. 
Òàìú îíú áûñòðî ñîøåëñÿ ñú èíòåëëåêòóàëüíîé ýëèòîé è 
ñòàëú ìíîãîå ïåðåíèìàòü: õîäèëú ñú ïðiÿòåëÿìè âú ðåñòîðàíû, 
èíîãäà êóðèëú äîðîãiÿ ñèãàðåòû, ñä¼ëàëñÿ çíàòîêîìú 
õîðîøèõú âèíú, çà÷àñòèëú âú îïåðó, íà âûñòàâêè è âú òåàòðû. 
Ñàíú-Ôðàíöèñêî âú òî âðåìÿ ïðåâðàòèëñÿ âú êðóïí¼éøié 
öåíòðú àâàíãàðäèçìà. Ìîðàëü çàïàäíàãî îáùåñòâà 
îòâåðãàëàñü, à îòú Âîñòîêà áðàëè ëèøü òî, ÷òî íðàâèëîñü, 
÷òî ïðåäîïðåä¼ëÿëî âñåäîçâîëåííîñòü è ðàçíîîáðàçíûÿ 
áåñ÷èíñòâà. Âú ýòîé êóëüòóð¼ ïðîòåñòà îòñóòñòâîâàëè 
ìîðàëüíûå ïðèíöèïû. Îäíàêî òàêàÿ æèçíü, çàêëþ÷àþùàÿñÿ 
âú íåïðåñòàííîìú âêóøåíiè “çàïðåòíàãî ïëîäà” è âú ðàçíûõú 
ïîðîêàõú, ïðåòèëà ö¼ëüíîé è áëàãîðîäíîé íàòóð¼ Åâãåíiÿ. 
×òîáû çàãëóøèòü âú ñåá¼ ãîëîñú ñîâ¼ñòè, îíú ïðèñòðàñòèëñÿ 
êú ñïèðòíîìó è âíîâü óâëåêñÿ Íèöøå. Ñîçíàòåëüíî ïðåçðåâú 
çàïîâ¼äè Áîæiÿ, Åâãåíié ñòàëú èñïûòûâàòü àäñêiÿ ìóêè. “ß 
ïîáûâàëú âú àäó. ß çíàþ, ÷òî ýòî òàêîå”, — ãîâîðèëú îíú ãîäû 
ñïóñòÿ, ïîäâîäÿ èòîãú ñâîèìú “ïîèñêàìú” âú ïðîòèâëåíiè 
âîë¼ Áîæiåé.
 Ñîáñòâåííûé ïðèæèçíåííûé àäú — ãð¼õîâíàÿ 
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æèçíü, áåçñìûñëåííîñòü ñóùåñòâîâàíiÿ, îò÷àÿíiå — ïîáóäèëè 
Åâãåíiÿ èñêàòü ñïàñåíiÿ âú ðåëèãiè.
 Âú áèáëiîòåê¼ Àêàäåìiè áûëî ìíîãî êíèãú ïî 
ðåëèãiîçíîé ôèëîñîôiè, è Åâãåíié ïðèíÿëñÿ øòóäèðîâàòü 
èõú. Ð¼øàþùåå âëiÿíiå íà íåãî îêàçàëè òðóäû ôðàí-
öóçñêàãî ôèëîñîôà-ìåòàôèçèêà Ðåíå Ãåíîíà, áëàãîäàðÿ 
êîòîðûìú Åâãåíié íàó÷èëñÿ èñêàòü è ëþáèòü Èñòèíó, 
ñòàâèòü åå ïðåâûøå âñåãî è íå äîâîëüñòâîâàòüñÿ íè÷¼ìú 
äðóãèìú. Ãåíîíú êðèòèêîâàëú ñîâðåìåííóþ öèâèëèçàöiþ è 
ïðèçûâàëú âåðíóòüñÿ êú äðåâíèìú ó÷åíiÿìú, êú èñêîííûìú 
ïðàâîâ¼ðíûìú ôîðìàìú ðåëèãiè, êú òðàäèöiîííûìú 
äóõîâíûìú ïðèíöèïàìú.
 Åâãåíié âûó÷èëú äðåâíåêèòàéñêié è ñòàëú ðàáîòàòü 
ñú êèòàéñêîé äóõîâíîé ëèòåðàòóðîé. Îíú òàêæå èçó÷àëú 
èíäóèçìú, áóääèçìú, èóäàèçìú è äðóãèå ðåëèãiîçíûÿ íà-
ïðàâëåíiÿ. Ñðåäè åãî çíàêîìûõú îêàçàëîñü è í¼ñêîëüêî 
ïðàâîñëàâíûõú, îäèíú èçú êîòîðûõú îäíàæäû ïîçâàëú 
åãî íà ñëóæáó âú ïðàâîñëàâíóþ öåðêîâü: “Ðàçú óæú òû 
èíòåðåñóåøüñÿ Âîñòîêîìú, òî íåïëîõî ïðèãëÿäåòüñÿ è êú 
âîñòî÷íîìó õðèñòiàíñòâó”.

2. Îáðàùåíiå âú Ïðàâîñëàâiå
 Åâãåíié îêàçàëñÿ âú ðóññêîìú ïðàâîñëàâíîìú 
ñîáîð¼ ïî èìÿ èêîíû Áîæiåé Ìàòåðè “Âñ¼õú ñêîðáÿùèõú 
Ðàäîñòå” âú Ñàíú-Ôðàíöèñêî âå÷åðîìú âú Âåëèêóþ 
Ïÿòíèöó. Âïîñë¼äñòâiè Åâãåíié òàêú îïèñàëú ñâîþ ïåðâóþ 
âñòð¼÷ó ñ Ïðàâîñëàâiåìú: “Ïîêà ÿ ó÷èëñÿ, ìí¼ õâàòàëî ëèøü 
óâàæåíiÿ êú äðåâíèìú òðàäèöèÿìú, ñàìú æå ÿ ïðåäïî÷è-
òàëú áûòü âí¼ èõú. È âú ïðàâîñëàâíóþ öåðêîâü ÿ çàãëÿ-
íóëú òîëüêî äëÿ òîãî, ÷òîáû ïîçíàêîìèòüñÿ åùå ñú îäíèìú 
ó÷åíiåìú... Îäíàêî, ñòîèëî ìí¼ ïåðåøàãíóòü ïîðîãú ðóññêîé 
öåðêâè âú Ñàíú-Ôðàíöèñêî, êàêú ñî ìíîé ïðîèçîøëî ÷òî-
òî íåèçâ¼äàííîå äîñåë¼ íè âú áóääèñòñêèõú, íè âú èíûõú 
âîñòî÷íûõú õðàìàõú. Ñåðäöå ïîäñêàçàëî: âîòú òâîé äîìú. ß 
íàêîíåöú îáð¼ëú, ÷òî èñêàëú. Îáúÿñíèòü ñåá¼ ÿ íè÷åãî íå 
ìîãú, ñëóæáû ÿ íå ïîíèìàëú, òàêæå êàêú è ðóññêàãî ÿçûêà. Ñú 
òîé ïîðû ÿ ïðiîõîòèëñÿ êú ïðàâîñëàâíûìú áîãîñëóæåíiÿìú, 
ïðèíÿëñÿ ïîíåìíîãó èçó÷àòü îáû÷àè è ÿçûêú...”.
 Âïå÷àòëåíiå îòú ñëóæáû âú ðóññêîìú ñîáîð¼ íå 
ñðàçó ïåðåì¼íèëî ìiðîâîççð¼íiå Åâãåíiÿ, íî çàðîíèëî ñåìÿ, 
êîòîðîå ñî âðåìåíåìú äàëî îáèëüíûé ïëîäú.
 Åâãåíié ïðîäîëæàëú èçó÷àòü êèòàéñêóþ ôèëîñîôiþ. 
Îñåíüþ 1957 ã. îíú ïîñòóïèëú âú Êàëèôîðíiéñêié óíè-
âåðñèòåòú âú Áåðêëè, ÷òîáû íàïèñàòü äèïëîìú è ïîëó÷èòü 
ñòåïåíü ìàãèñòðà âîñòîêîâ¼äåíiÿ.
 Ñêîðî îíú ñä¼ëàëú ð¼øèòåëüíûé âûâîäú: “Õðèñòîñú 
— âîòú åäèíñòâåííûé âûõîäú, òîëüêî âú Íåìú ñïàñåíiå. Âñå 
ïðî÷åå: ðàäîñòè ñåêñà, ïîëèòè÷åñêiÿ óòîïiè, ýêîíîìè÷åñêàÿ 
íåçàâèñèìîñòü — ñóòü òóïèêè, ãä¼ íàøëè òîëüêî êîíåöú è 
ïðåäàþòñÿ òë¼íó ìíîãiå è ìíîãiå”.
 Âú ïðàâîñëàâíûõú õðàìàõú, êóäà Åâãåíié ñòàëú 
çàõîäèòü âñå ÷àùå, åãî ïîðàæàëà ñîáîðíîñòü â¼ðóþùèõú 
è èõú ñâ¼òëàÿ ðàäîñòü, îñîáåííî íà ôîí¼ òîé âñåîáùåé 
ðàçîáùåííîñòè ëþäåé, êîòîðóþ îí âèä¼ëú âú îêðóæàþùåìú 
ìið¼. Ãîäû îò÷àÿíiÿ, îò÷óæäåíiÿ è ñòðàäàíié ïîäãîòîâèëè 
Åâãåíiÿ êú íîâîé æèçíè. Ïîçæå îíú ïèñàëú: “Êîãäà 
íàñòóïàåòú âðåìÿ îáðàùåíiÿ êú â¼ð¼, îòêðîâåíiå èíîãî ìiðà 
ïðèõîäèòú íà óäèâëåíiå ïðîñòî: ÷åðåçú äóõîâíóþ íóæäó è 

ñòðàäàíiÿ- ×¼ìú ñèëüí¼å ñòðàäàíiå, ÷¼ìú áîëüøå òðóäíîñòåé 
íà ïóòè, ÷¼ìú îò÷àÿíí¼å ïîèñêè Áîãà, ò¼ìú ñêîð¼å ïðèäåòú 
Îíú íà ïîìîùü, îòêðîåòú, Êòî Îíú, è óêàæåòú ïóòü”.
 Åâãåíié ñòàëú ïåðå÷èòûâàòü Äîñòîåâñêàãî è ïîðà-
çèëñÿ, îòêðûâú âú íåìú òàêóþ ãëóáèíó, êîòîðîé îíú ðàíüøå 
íå çàì¼÷àëú. Îíú ïîíÿëú, ÷òî îøèáàëñÿ, êîãäà õîò¼ëú ïîñòè÷ü 
âñå óìîìú, ïîòîìó ÷òî Èñòèíà — íå àáñòðàêòíàÿ èäåÿ, îíà 
ëè÷íîñòíà, îíà — Âîïëîòèâøiéñÿ Õðèñòîñú, Êîòîðàãî íàäî 
ïîçíàâàòü ëþáÿùèìú ñåðäöåìú. Îíú ïîñòåïåííî ïðèõîäèëú 
êú Ïðàâîñëàâiþ, ó÷èëñÿ ëþáèòü åãî. Àëèñîíú áûëà î÷åíü 
ðàäà òîìó, ÷òî åå äðóãú îáð¼ëú â¼ðó. Íî Åâãåíié åùå íå 
ïðåäñòàâëÿëú ñåá¼ ñâîåãî áóäóùàãî. Îáû÷íàÿ ìiðñêàÿ æèçíü: 
äåíüãè, ðàáîòà è ò. ï. — åãî íå ïðèâëåêàëà. Îíú ïûòàëñÿ 
îáúÿñíèòü Àëèñîé, ïî÷åìó îíú íå æåíèòñÿ íà íåé. Ýòî áûëî 
ë¼òîìú 1960 ã. Òîãäà îíè âèä¼ëèñü âú ïîñë¼äíié ðàçú, õîòÿ 
ïîòîìú äîëãiå ãîäû ïåðåïèñûâàëèñü. Åâãåíié ñòðåìèëñÿ êú 
÷åìó-òî áîëüøåìó, ÷¼ìú îáûäåííàÿ æèçíü, õîòÿ áû ýòî áûëà 
è æèçíü â¼ðóþùàãî ïðàâîñëàâíàãî ìiðÿíèíà.
 Åâãåíié óæå ïðåïîäàâàëú íà ñòàðøèõú êóðñàõú è 
îêàçàëñÿ íà ïîðîã¼ áëåñòÿùåé íàó÷íîé êàðüåðû. Íî îíú 
ðàçî÷àðîâàëñÿ âú ñîâðåìåííîìú íàó÷íîìú ìið¼. ×åðåçú ãîäú 
ïîñë¼ îêîí÷àíiÿ óíèâåðñèòåòà îíú íàïèñàëú: “Ìîëîäåæè, 
ïîêà åùå íå “ïåðåâîñïèòàííîé” àêàäåìè÷åñêîé ñðåäîé, âñå 
åùå æàæäóùåé èñòèíû, âì¼ñòî íåå ïðåïîäàåòñÿ “èñòîðiÿ 
èäåè” èëè “ñðàâíèòåëüíîå èçó÷åíiå”. Âñåïðîíèêàþùàÿ 
îòíîñèòåëüíîñòü ïîçíàíiÿ è ñêåïòèöèçìú óáèâàþòú ïî÷òè 
ó âñ¼õú òÿãó êú èñòèí¼. Íàó÷íûé ìiðú ...ñòàëú ñåãîäíÿ 
íî áîëüøåé ì¼ð¼ èñòî÷íèêîìú ðàñòë¼íiÿ. Ñëóøàòü èëè 
÷èòàòü ñëîâà íåâ¼ðÿùèõú âú èñòèíó ëþäåé — ýòî è åñòü 
ðàñòë¼íiå. Åùå áîë¼å ðàçëàãàåòú ïîäìåíà èñòèíû í¼êîåé 
îáðàçîâàííîñòüþ è ýðóäèöiåé — îíè ïðåäñòàâëÿþòñÿ 
ñàìîäîñòàòî÷íûìè, ÷òî ÿâëÿåòñÿ ïàðîäiåé íà èñòèíó, êîòî-
ðîé îíè ïðåäíàçíà÷åíû ñëóæèòü. Ýòî íå áîë¼å ÷åì ôàñàäú, 
çà êîòîðûìú ïóñòîòà. ...Ðàñòë¼âàåòú, íàêîíåöú. ïðîñòî æèçíü 
è ðàáîòà âú àòìîñôåð¼ ëîæíàãî ïîíèìàíiÿ èñòèíû, ãä¼ 
õðèñòiàíñêàÿ Èñòèíà íåñîâì¼ñòèìà ñú îñíîâíûìè íàó÷íûìè 
ïîíÿòiÿìè, ãä¼ äàæå ò¼, êòî âñå åùå â¼ðèòú ýòîé Èñòèí¼, 
ìîãóòú ëèøü èçð¼äêà âîçâûñèòü ñâîé ãîëîñú íàäú õîðîìú 
ñêåïòèêîâú, âçðàùåííûõú íàó÷íûì ì¼ðîìú”.
 Æåëàÿ óïîðÿäî÷åíiå èçëîæèòü ñâîè âçãëÿäû. Åâ-
ãåíié çàäóìàëú íàïèñàòü êíèãó “Öàðñòâî ÷åëîâ¼÷åñêîå 
è Öàðñòâî Áîæiå”. Îíà âèä¼ëàñü åìó ãëóáîêèìú èçñë¼-
äîâàíiåìú, òðåáóþùåìú ïîëíîé ñàìîîòäà÷è. Íàó÷íàÿ 
êàðüåðà ïðåäñòàâëÿëàñü òåïåðü ñîâåðøåííî áåññìûñëåííîé. 
Âú 1961 ã. Åâãåíié çàêîí÷èëú äèïëîìíóþ ðàáîòó, ïîëó÷èëú 
ñòåïåíü ìàãèñòðà è íàïèñàëú ðîäèòåëÿìú, ÷òî ñîáèðàåòñÿ 
îñòàâèòü ïðåïîäàâàòåëüñêóþ êàðüåðó è “èì¼òü íå áîëüøå, 
÷¼ìú íóæíî äëÿ æèçíè”, ÷òîáû âñåö¼ëî ïîñâÿòèòü ñåáÿ 
ñëóæåíiþ Ãîñïîäó. Ìàòü Åâãåíiÿ ïðèøëà âú óæàñú îòú òàêîé 
ïåðñïåêòèâû. Íî Åâãåíié óæå ð¼øèëñÿ æèòü ñîãëàñíî ñâîèìú 
óá¼æäåíiÿìú: îíú îñòàâèëú ïðåïîäàâàòåëüñêié çàðàáîòîêú 
è ñòàëú ïîäðàáàòûâàòü äâîðíèêîìú, ìîéùèêîìú ïîñóäû, 
ìóñîðùèêîìú, íàðî÷íî âûáèðàÿ òðóäú ïîòÿæåë¼å — ëèøü 
áû îíú íå òðåáîâàëú óìñòâåííàãî íàïðÿæåíiÿ è íå îòâëåêàëú 
îòú ìûñëåé î çàäóìàííîé êíèã¼.
 Ðàáîòà Åâãåíiÿ ïî “ðåëèãiîçíîé ôèëîñîôiè” òàêú 
è íå áûëà çàâåðøåíà, Îíú áðàëú ãëóáîêî: ÷òîáû îáîñíî-
âàòü êðèòèêó çàïàäíîé öèâèëèçàöiè, îíú èçó÷èëú âçãëÿäû 
ñâÿòûõú, ôèëîñîôîâú, èñòîðèêîâú, õóäîæíèêîâú, ó÷åíûõú, 
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ëþäåé, í¼êîãäà æèâøèõú è íûí¼ æèâóùèõú, à òàêæå 
ëèòåðàòóðíûõú ïåðñîíàæåé. Èçú 14 çàäóìàííûõú ãëàâ ëèøü 
îäíà, î íèãèëèçì¼, ïîëíîñòüþ çàâåðøåíà è íàïå÷àòàíà. 
Ìíîãîå ñîõðàíèëîñü òîëüêî âú ðóêîïèñíûõú ÷åðíîâèêàõú. 
Í¼êîòîðûå íàáðîñêè è ôðàãìåíòû âïîñë¼äñòâiè áûëè 
âêëþ÷åíû âú åãî êíèãó “Ïðàâîñëàâiå è ðåëèãiÿ áóäóùàãî”.
 Çà ïðîøåäøiÿ ñî âðåìåíè íà÷àëà ðàáîòû íàäú êíè-
ãîé äåñÿòèë¼òiÿ èñïîëíèëîñü ìíîãîå èçú òîãî, ÷òî Åâãåíié 
ïðåäðåêàëú. Òàêú íàïðèì¼ðú, îíú ïðåäñêàçàëú íàñòóïèâøié 
òåïåðü “â¼êú ìàãiè”, â¼êú ïîÿâëåíiÿ “íîâîé äóõîâíîñòè” 
è óòâåðæäåíiÿ ïñåâäîðåëèãiè àíòèõðèñòà, ñî âñÿ÷åñêèìè 
“÷óäåñàìè è çíàìåíiÿìè”: “Íàðÿäó ñú äóõîâíûìú ãîëîäîìú 
ëþäåé âëå÷åòú áåñïðåä¼ëüíîå ëþáîïûòñòâî — îòñþäà è 
òÿãà êú ðàçãàäê¼ âñåëåíñêèõú òàéíú, êú ìàãiè, êú ñóððîãàòó 
äóõîâíàãî, óäîâëåòâîðÿþùåìó óáîãiå óìñòâåííûå è 
äóõîâíûå çàïðîñû ÷åëîâ¼êà... À ÷òî åùå íóæíî äëÿ “ñ÷àñòüÿ 
“, åñëè âñ¼ ìiðñêiÿ áëàãà ïîäú ðóêîé? ...ìiðú ñåé óíèêàëåíú 
ëèøü ïî ñòåïåíè ñâîåé îäóðìàíåííîñòè ñàòàíîé è áëèçîñòè 
êú âîöàðåíiþ àíòèõðèñòà. Ïîñë¼äíiå õðèñòiàíå ìîãóòú 
ëèøü çàñâèä¼òåëüñòâîâàòü Èñòèíó ïåðåäú ìiðîìú, âú òîìú 
÷èñë¼ è ñâîèìú ìó÷åíè÷åñòâîìú, êîòîðàãî ìiðú ñåé îòú 
íèõú íåïðåì¼ííî ïîòðåáóåòú. È óïîâàòü îíè áóäóòú íà 
Öàðñòâî “íå îò ìiðà ñåãî”, íà òî Öàðñòâî, î ñëàâ¼ êîòîðàãî 
ëþäè îáìèðùåííûå íå ìîãóòú äàæå ïîìûñëèòü — Öàðñòâî. 
êîòîðîìó íå áóäåòú êîíöà”.
 Íî âèäÿ âîêðóãú ìíîæåñòâî “òåïëîõëàäíûõú” 
õðèñòiàíú, êîòîðûå èùóò âú õðèñòiàíñòâ¼ ëèøü “äóøåâíîé 
ïðiÿòíîñòè”, ÷òîáû óò¼øèòüñÿ âú ìið¼ ñåìú, ñîâåðøàþòú 
äîáðûÿ, ïî ìiðñêèìú ì¼ðêàìú, ä¼ëà, íàñëàæäàþòñÿ ñâîèìú 
áëàãî÷åñòiåìú è óâ¼ðåíû âú îáèëüíîìú çà òî âîçäàÿíiè 
ïîñë¼ ñìåðòè, Åâãåíié èñïîëíÿëñÿ ãîðå÷è; òàêiå “õðèñòiàíå” 
âûçûâàëè ó íåãî ÷óâñòâî ïðåçð¼íiÿ è äàæå íåíàâèñòè. Ýòî 
áåñïîêîèëî åãî ñîâ¼ñòü: â¼äü ÷òîáû ëþáèòü Áîãà, íàäî 
ëþáèòü è áëèæíÿãî. Åâãåíié ïðîñèëú ó Áîãà ñìèðåíiÿ è 
ëþáâè êú áëèæíèìú, âú áîðüá¼ ñú ñàìèìú ñîáîé ñìèðèëú 
ñâîþ ãîðäûíþ è áóíòàðñêié äóõú. Îíú ïîíÿëú, ÷òî ïðèçûâàÿ 
äðóãèõú êú ïîêàÿíiþ è ñìèðåíiþ, íóæíî íà÷àòü ñú ñåáÿ.
 Âú 1961 ã. ó Åâãåíiÿ ñåðüåçíî çàáîë¼ëú êèøå÷íèêú. 
Åìó ñòàëî èçâ¼ñòíî, ÷òî áîëåçíü åãî ñ÷èòàåòñÿ íåèçëå÷èìîé. 
Âú äóø¼ çàðîäèëñÿ ðîïîòú: çíà÷èòú, åìó ñóæäåíî óìåð¼òü, 
à îíú òàê íè÷¼ìú è íå ñìîãú ïîñëóæèòü Áîãó è îïðàâäàòü 
ñâîå çåìíîå ñóùåñòâîâàíiå. Êàêú-òî âú îäèíú èçú äíåé, êîãäà 
Åâãåíié òÿæêî ñòðàäàëú, îíú óâèä¼ëú âú õóäîæåñòâåííîìú 
ìàãàçèí¼ íà âèòðèí¼ ôîòîãðàôiþ ñòàðèííîé èêîíû 
Áîãîìàòåðè “Òðîåðó÷èöà”. Âú îò÷àÿíiè Åâãåíié âçìîëèëñÿ: 
“Âðàçóìè, íàïîëíè ñìûñëîìú ìîþ æèçíü! Ïîìîãè ðàñêðûòü 
äàðîâàííûå òàëàíòû! Äàé âîéòè âú Öåðêîâü Ñûíà Òâîåãî, 
ïðåáûòü âú Åãî ñïàñèòåëüíîé îãðàä¼, âú ñàìîìú ñåðäö¼ 
Öåðêâè! Äàðóé ïîñëóæèòü Ñûíó Òâîåìó!”
 Ìîëèòâàìè Áîãîðîäèöû, Åâãåíié ïîëó÷èëú èñö¼ëåí 
iå, à âñêîð¼ ïîçíàêîìèëñÿ ñú ìîëîäûìú ðóññêèìú ïî èìåíè 
Ãë¼áú Ïîäìîøåíñêié, îäíîãî ñú íèìú âîçðàñòà, òàêæå 
ìîëèâøèìñÿ îáú óêàçàíiè æèçíåííàãî ïóòè. Õàðàêòåðû 
ó ìîëîäûõú ëþäåé áûëè î÷åíü ðàçíûìè, íî îíè îáà áûëè 
äâèæèìû áîëüøèìè èäåÿìè, è ïîýòîìó áûñòðî ïîäðóæèëèñü. 
Ãë¼áú ïðîèñõîäèëú èçú ðóññêîé ñåìüè, íî ìàòü íå âîñïèòàëà 
åãî âú â¼ð¼, è îíú òîæå ïåðåæèëú êðèçèñú îò÷àÿíiÿ. Ãîñïîäü 
ïðèâåëú åãî êú Öåðêâè, è êî âðåìåíè çíàêîìñòâà ñú Åâãåíiåìú 
îíú óæå çàêîí÷èëú Ñâÿòî-Òðîèöêóþ Äóõîâíóþ Ñåìèíàðiþ è 

èñêàëú ïðèì¼íåíiÿ ïîëó÷åííûìú çíàíiÿìú. Îíú ñòðåìèëñÿ 
êú ìîíàøåñòâó, íî åãî ìàòü âú òî âðåìÿ ïðîòèâèëàñü ýòîìó. 
Ïîýòîìó Ãë¼áú ð¼øèëú ïîñâÿòèòü æèçíü ä¼ëó ïðàâîñëàâ-
íàãî ïðîñâ¼ùåíiÿ.
 Åâãåíié ñðàçó æå ïîðàçèëú Ãë¼áà ñâîèìè ïîçíàíiÿ-
ìè è âíóòðåííåé ãëóáèíîé, îòðå÷åííîñòüþ îòú ìiðà ñåãî è 
ãëóáîêèìú èíòåðåñîìú êú Ïðàâîñëàâiþ, íåîáû÷íûìè äëÿ 
ïðîñòîãî àìåðèêàíöà. Ñú ïîìîùüþ Ãë¼áà è åãî ðóññêèõú 
äðóçåé Åâãåíié îêîí÷àòåëüíî âîöåðêîâèëñÿ. 15 ôåâðàëÿ 
1962 ã. — âú äåíü ïàìÿòè ñâ. Åâãåíiÿ Àëåêñàíäðiéñêàãî, îíú 
áûëú ïðèíÿòú âú Ïðàâîñëàâíóþ Öåðêîâü ÷åðåçú òàèíñòâî 
ì¾ðîïîìàçàíiÿ. Ïîñë¼ ïåðâîãî ïðè÷àñòiÿ îíú ö¼ëóþ 
íåä¼ëþ îùóùàëú íåîáûêíîâåííóþ ñëàäîñòü âî ðòó, òàêú 
÷òî íå õîò¼ëîñü äàæå åñòü; òàêú Ãîñïîäü ÿâèëú åìó Ñâîå 
ìèëîñåðäiå.
 Âú 1962 ã. âú Ñàíú-Ôðàíöèñêî ïði¼õàëú ñâÿòèòåëü 
Àðõèiåïèñêîïú Iîàííú (Ìàêñèìîâè÷ú) Ñú åãî ïði¼çäîìú 
âîçîáíîâèëîñü ñòðîèòåëüñòâî íîâàãî ñîáîðà, ó÷ðåæäàëèñü 
íîâûÿ áðàòñòâà, öåðêîâíàÿ æèçíü çàáèëà êëþ÷îìú. Åâãåíié 
ìíîãî âðåìåíè ïðîâîäèëú âú õðàì¼, ïîñ¼ùàÿ âñ¼ óòðåííiÿ è 
âå÷åðíiÿ ñëóæáû, ñîñðåäîòî÷åííî ñòîÿëú ó çàïàäíîé ñò¼íû 
ñîáîðà è èñòîâî ìîëèëñÿ. Âñêîð¼ Âëàäûêà Iîàííú çàì¼òèëú 
åãî è ïðåäëîæèëú åìó ÷èòàòü íà êëèðîñ¼. Åâãåíiè áûñòðî îñâî-
èëú öåðêîâíîñëàâÿíñêié ÿçûêú è ñòàëú ïðåêðàñíî ÷èòàòü.
 Áëàãîäàðÿ Âëàäûê¼ Iîàííó, êîòîðûé áûëú æèâûìú 
õðàíèòåëåìú ñâÿòîîòå÷åñêàãî ó÷åíiÿ, Åâãåíié ãëóáîêî 
âîñïðèíÿëú äóøîé Ïðåäàíiå è òðàäèöiè Ïðàâîñëàâíîé 
Öåðêâè. Îíú òàêæå ñòàëú ñâèä¼òåëåìú ãîíåíié, âîçäâèãíóòûõú 
ïðîòèâ Âëàäûêè Iîàííà âú 1963 ã.
 Àðõiåïèñêîïú Iîàííú ó÷ðåäèëú âú Ñàíú-Ôðàíöèñêî 
áîãîñëîâñêiå êóðñû, ãä¼ Åâãåíié îòó÷èëñÿ òðè ãîäà, êîí÷èâú 
èõú ñú îòëè÷iåìú. Ñðàçó ïîñë¼ ýòîãî êóðñû çàêðûëèñü è 
êî ìíîãèìú çàêðàëàñü ìûñëü - íå ðàäè ëè îäíîãî ÷åëîâ¼êà 
ñîçäàâàëú èõú îáëàäàâøié ïðîðî÷åñêèìú äàðîìú ñâ. Iîàííú. 
Âú 1963 ã. Âëàäûêà Iîàííú áëàãîñëîâèëú åãî ïèñàòü íåáîëüøiÿ 
ñòàòüè íà àíãëiéñêîìú êú ì¼ñòíûé ïðàâîñëàâíûé áþëëåòåíü 
“Ïðàâîñëàâíûé áëàãîâ¼ñòíèêú”. Òàêú íà÷àëèñü àâòîðñêiÿ 
ïóáëèêàöiè Åâãåíiÿ. Ýòî áûëè êîðîòêiÿ ñòàòüè-ïðîïîâ¼äè íà 
ðàçíû1 òåìû: î öåðêîâíûõú ïðàçäíèêàõú, î æèòiÿõú ñâÿòûõú, 
îáú îñíîâàõú äóõîâíîé æèçíè. Ýòà ðàáîòà ïîìîãëà Åâãåíiþ 
ðàçîáðàòüñÿ âú ñàìûõú ðàçíûõú âîïðîñàõú Ïðàâîñëàâiÿ è 
áûñòð¼å ðàçâèòüñÿ äóõîâíî.
 Ðîäèòåëè Åâãåíiÿ áûëè íåäîâîëüíû íîâûìú íàïðàâ-
ëåíiåìú æèçíè ñûíà: îíú êàçàëñÿ èìú “ðåëèãiîçíûìú 
ôàíàòèêîìú”, ðàçáèâøèìú èõú íàäåæäû âèä¼òü åãî ïðå-
óñï¼âàþùèìú ìiðñêèìú ÷åëîâ¼êîìú. Íî Åâãåíié óæå ïî-
äóìûâàëú î ìîíàøåñòâ¼. Åãî äðóãó Ãë¼áó ïðèøëà èäåÿ 
îðãàíèçîâàòü áðàòñòâî âú ÷åñòü ïðåï. Ãåðìàíà Àëÿñêèíñêàãî 
(+1836), ïðîñâ¼òèòåëÿ Àìåðèêè, îòêðûòü ïðàâîñëàâíóþ 
êíèæíóþ ëàâêó è çàíÿòüñÿ ìèññiîíåðñêîé ä¼ÿòåëüíîñòüþ 
÷åðåçú ïå÷àòíîå ñëîâî. Åâãåíiþ ïîíðàâèëàñü ýòà èäåÿ. 
28 àâãóñòà/10 ñåíòÿáðÿ 1963 ã. Àðõiåïèñêîïú Iîàííú 
áëàãîñëîâèëú áðàòñòâî, ñîâåðøèâú ìîëåáåíú ïåðåäú èêîíîé 
ïðåï. Ãåðìàíà (òîãäà åùå îôèöiàëüíî íå ïðè÷èñëåííàãî êú 
ëèêó ñâÿòûõú), íàïèñàííîé Ãë¼áîìú âú 1962 ã.
 Âú ìàðò¼ 1964 ã. Åâãåíié ñú Ãë¼áîìú îòêðûëè íåäàëå-
êî îòú ñîáîðà ëàâêó “Ïðàâîñëàâíûÿ êíèãè è èêîíû”, êîòîðàÿ 
ñòàëà íàñòîÿùèìú öåíòðîìú ïðàâîñëàâíàãî ïðîñâ¼ùåíiÿ. 
Õîçÿåâà ñú ëþáîâüþ âñòð¼÷àëè ïðèõîäÿùèõú, âñåãäà áûëè 
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ãîòîâû îòâ¼òèòü íà èõú âîïðîñû, ïîñîâ¼òîâàòü íóæíóþ 
ëèòåðàòóðó. Ì¼ñòíûå àðõiåðåè è ñâÿùåííèêè ïîñûëàëè âú 
ëàâêó èíòåðåñóþùèõñÿ Ïðàâîñëàâiåìú, çàõîäèëè è ëþäè 
ïðÿìî “ñú óëèöû”. ×åðåçú Áðàòñòâî ïðåï. Ãåðìàíà ìíîæåñòâî 
àìåðèêàíöåâú îáðàòèëèñü âú Ïðàâîñëàâiå. Âú îñíîâíîìú, âú 
ëàâê¼ ðàáîòàëú Åâãåíié, êîòîðûé ïðîâîäèëú òàìú ö¼ëûå äíè 
è èíîãäà äàæå îñòàâàëñÿ íî÷åâàòü, âêëàäûâàÿ âñþ äóøó âú 
íîâîå ä¼ëî. Ïîñ¼òèòåëÿìú ëàâêè îíú î÷åíü íðàâèëñÿ. Âñêîð¼ 
Åâãåíié íà÷àëú âåñòè ë¼òîïèñü Áðàòñòâà.
 Âú ôåâðàë¼ 1965 ã. ó Áðàòñòâà ïîÿâèëñÿ ñâîé æóðíàëú 
— “Ïðàâîñëàâíîå Ñëîâî”, âú êîòîðîìú Åâãåíié è Ãë¼áú ñòàëè 
ïóáëèêîâàòü ïåðåâîäû ïðàâîñëàâíûõú êíèãú íà àíãëiéñêié 
ÿçûêú è îáëè÷àòü áîãîîòñòóïíè÷åñòâî ñîâðåìåííàãî ìiðà. 
Íàçâàíiå æóðíàëó äàëú ñâÿòèòåëü Iîàííú. Ïåðâûå íîìåðà 
âûïóñêàëèñü íà ìèëåíüêîìú ïå÷àòíîìú ñòàíê¼ ñú ðó÷íûìú 
íàáîðîìú. Ö¼ëûé äåíü óõîäèëú íà òî, ÷òîáû íàáðàòü 
âñåãî îäíó ñòðàíèöó òåêñòà. Åâãåíié íåð¼äêî çàñèæèâàëñÿ 
çàïîëíî÷ü è çàñûïàëú ïðÿìî ó ñòàíêà. Ïîòîìú ïåðåøëè íà 
ýëåêòðè÷åñêié ñòàíîêú, êóïëåííûé íà ñêîïëåííûå äåíüãè, 
íî è íà íåìú ïðèõîäèëîñü íàáèðàòü âðó÷íóþ, Çàòî æóðíàëû 
ïîëó÷àëèñü òî÷íî òàêèìè, êàêú èçäàíiÿ äàâíî ìèíóâøèõú 
ë¼òú, è ýòî îñòàâëÿëî ó ÷èòàòåëÿ íåïîâòîðèìîå âïå÷àò-
ëåíiå. Àðõiåïèñêîïú Iîàííú íàðî÷íî íå ïðîâ¼ðÿëú èõú 
æóðíàëú, æåëàÿ íàó÷èòü èõú îòâ¼òñòâåííîñòè çà òî, ÷òî îíè 
ïå÷àòàþòú, ïðèñëóøèâàòüñÿ êú ñâîåé ñîâ¼ñòè, à íå êú ÷üåìó-
òî “àâòîðèòåòíîìó” ìí¼íiþ.
 Ìíîãiå ëþäè íå ïîíèìàëè òàêîãî íà÷èíàíiÿ è ñìå-
ÿëèñü íàäú Åâãåíiåìú è Ãë¼áîìú, ãîâîðÿ, ÷òî îíè “ïîéäóòú 
ïî ìiðó” ñî ñâîåé ìèññiîíåðñêîé ä¼ÿòåëüíîñòüþ. Íî Åâãåíié 
ãîâîðèëú: “Ñêîð¼å óìðó, íî íå îòñòóïëþñü!” Ïîñë¼ êîí÷èíû 
ñâ. Iîàííà âú 1966 ã., Åâãåíiþ è Ãë¼áó áûëî ïîðó÷åíî ñîáèðàòü 
ñâ¼äåíiÿ î ìíîãî÷èñëåííûõú ÷óäåñàõú, ñîâåðøàâøèõñÿ ïî 
ìîëèòâåííîìó õîäàòàéñòâó ñâÿòèòåëÿ. Âïîñë¼äñòâiè ýòè 
çàïèñè ñîñòàâèëè “Ë¼òîïèñü ïî÷èòàíiÿ Áëàæåííàãî Iîàííà”.
 Ìåæäó ò¼ìú, Åâãåíié è Ãë¼áú âñå ÷àùå çàäóìûâàëèñü 
î òîìú, ÷òîáû îñòàâèòü ãîðîäú è ñòàòü ïóñòûííîæèòåëÿìè. 
Ë¼òî 1967 ã. áðàòüÿ ñìîãëè êóïèòü ïîäõîäÿùié äëÿ ýòèõú 
ö¼ëåé ó÷àñòîêú çåìëè íà ë¼ñíîìú õîëì¼, ñðåäè íåòðîíóòîé 
ïðèðîäû, âú í¼ñêîëüêèõú ìèëÿõú îòú íåáîëüøàãî ãîðîäêà 
Ïëàòèíà âú Ñåâåðíîé Êàëèôîðíiè. Ñíà÷àëà áûâàëè òàì 
íà¼çäàìè, à âú 1969 ã., íà ïðàçäíèêú Óñïåíiÿ Ïð¼ñâÿòîé 
Áîãîðîäèöû, ïåðåáðàëèñü îêîí÷àòåëüíî.

3. Ìîíàøåñòâî
 Âú ñâîåé ïóñòûíüê¼ áðàòiÿ, ïðîäîëæàÿ èçäàâàòü 
“Ïðàâîñëàâíîå ñëîâî” è äðóãiÿ èçäàíiÿ, âåëè ñóðîâóþ 
ìîíàøåñêóþ æèçíü, ëèøåííóþ âñÿêàãî êîìôîðòà. Âú ïåðâîå 
âðåìÿ èìú áûëî îñîáåííî òðóäíî: óäàëîñü ïîñòðîèòü âñåãî äâ¼ 
äåðåâÿííûÿ êàìîðêè: âú îäíîé îíè ñïàëè, ¼ëè è ìîëèëèñü, 
à âú äðóãîé äåðæàëè ïå÷àòíîå îáîðóäîâàíiå. Çèìîé áûëî 
î÷åíü õîëîäíî, ò, ê. íèêàêàãî îòîïëåíiÿ íå áûëî, òàêú æå 
êàêú è êàíàëèçàöiè, è ñâ¼òà. Ïå÷àòíûé ñòàíîêú ðàáîòàëú îòú 
íåáîëüøàãî äâèæêà, à âú áûòó áðàòiÿ îáõîäèëèñü ñâ¼÷àìè è 
êåðîñèíîâîé ëàìïîé. Çàòî âñ¼ ýòè òðóäíîñòè è ëèøåíiÿ ïîìî-
ãàëè äåðæàòüñÿ ñòðîãîé äóõîâíîé æèçíè è óêð¼ïëÿëè èõú âú 
óïîâàíiè íà Áîãà, à íå íà ñâîè ñèëû.
 Òîíú êàæäîìó äíþ çàäàâàëè áîãîñëóæåíiÿ, íà êîòî-
ðûÿ ñîáèðàëèñü òðèæäû. Áðàòiÿ ñîâåðøàëè åæåäíåâíî 

ñóòî÷íûé êðóãú — ïîëóíîøíèöó, óòðåíþ, ÷àñû, âå÷åðíþ è 
ïîâå÷åðiå.
 Ñàìûìú òÿæåëûìú èñïûòàíiåìú áûëî èçäàíiå æóðíà-
ëà — âú ë¼ñó, âú ïåðâîáûòíûõú óñëîâiÿõú; ðàáîòà ñú ïå÷àòíûìú 
ñòàíêîìú òðåáîâàëà ìàññû òåðï¼íiÿ è îñòîðîæíîñòè. Ãîñïîäü 
èíîãäà ïîñûëàëú âèäèìûÿ çíàìåíiÿ äëÿ óêð¼ïëåíiÿ áðàòiè. 
Íàïðèì¼ðú, ñëó÷àëîñü, ÷òî ïîñë¼ ìîëèòâû ñëîìàâøiéñÿ 
áûëî ïå÷àòíûé ñòàíîê íà÷èíàëú ðàáîòàòü ñàìú ñîáîé. 
Äðóãîé ðàçú Åâãåíié, ïîäíèìàÿñü íà ãîðó, óïàëú è ïîêàòèëñÿ 
ïî ñêëîíó âú êóñòû, óäàðèâøèñü î êàìåíü, —  íî íå òîëüêî 
íè÷åãî íå ñëîìàëú, íî äàæå íå óøèáñÿ. Áðàòiÿ ïîíèìàëè, ÷òî 
èñêóøåíiÿ è òðóäíîñòè íåîáõîäèìû äëÿ ñïàñåíiÿ. Åâãåíié 
ïèñàëú: “×òîáû òðóäú íà íèâ¼ Ïðàâîñëàâiÿ äàëú ïëîäû, 
íóæíî èçáèðàòü óçêóþ, ïî÷òè íåïðîõîäèìóþ òðîïó, ñú 
ìîëèòâîé, ñëåçàìè è ïîòîìú ïðîêëàäûâàòü ñåá¼ ïóòü. Êîãäà 
ñëèøêîìú ìíîãî ñâîáîäû, äåíåãú, âûáîðà è çàìûñëîâú — âñå 
ëåãêî ïóñòèòü ïî âåòðó. Òàêú íàìú ëè íå áëàãîäàðèòü Ãîñïîäà 
çà âñ¼ òÿãîòû è èñïûòàíiÿ — ëèøü âú ýòîì íàøà íàäåæäà!”
 Âú ïåðâûå ãîäû îòøåëüíè÷åñêóþ æèçíü áðàòiè 
âú ìîëèòâ¼ è òðóäàõú ïî÷òè íèêòî íå íàðóøàëú. Èçð¼äêà 
çà¼çæàëè èõú çíàêîìûå, çíàâøiå î ñêèò¼, âú òîìú ÷èñë¼ 
Àðõiåïèñêîïú Àíòîíié (Ìåäâåäåâú è åãî âèêàðié Åïèñ-
êîïú Íåêòàðié (Êîíöåâè÷ú). Æèâÿ âú ïóñòûí¼, áðàòiÿ 
÷óâñòâîâàëè äóõîâíîå ðîäñòâî ñú ðóññêèìè ïîäâèæíèêàìè 
XVIII—XX â¼êîâú, ïðîäîëæàÿ èõú òðàäèöiè, âîñõîäèâøiÿ 
êú ïðåï. Ïàèñiþ Âåëè÷êîâñêîìó, âîçðîäèâøåìó íà Ðóñè 
èñòèííûé äóõú ïðàâîñëàâíàãî ìîíàøåñòâà. Åùå äî óõîäà âú 
ïóñòûíü áðàòiÿ èçáðàëè æèòiå è ó÷åíiå ïðåï. Ïàèñiÿ ñâîèìú 
äóõîâíûìú ðóêîâîäñòâîìú. Ñàìà èäåÿ ñêèòà ñú äâóìÿ-òðåìÿ 
áðàòiÿìè ïîäñêàçàíà áûëà îïûòîìú ïðåïîäîáíàãî, êîòîðûé 
íàçûâàëú ïîäîáíîå æèòåëüñòâî “öàðñêèìú ïóòåìú”. Áðàòiÿ, 
ïî ñîâ¼òó ïðåï. Ïàèñiÿ, ââåëè âú ñêèòó ïðàâèëî âçàèìíàãî 
ïîñëóøàíiÿ: âì¼ñòî ïîñëóøàíiÿ äóõîíîñíîìó ñòàðöó, îíè 
ïîä÷èíÿëèñü äðóãú äðóãó, âíèìàÿ ïðè ýòîìú ó÷åíiþ ñââ. 
Îòöîâú è îòñåêàÿ ñâîþ âîëþ è ìí¼íiå ïåðåäú áðàòîìú. Ýòî 
ïîìîãàëî áîðîòüñÿ ñî ñâîåâîëiåìú è ñîõðàíÿòü åäèíåíiå 
äóøú. Åùå äî ïåðå¼çäà âú Ïëàòèíó áðàòiÿ ïðiîáùèëèñü êú 
äðåâíåìó ìîíàøåñêîìó ïðèíöèïó — îòêðîâåíiþ ïîìûñëîâú: 
ïðè îòñóòñòâiè äóõîâíàãî îòöà îíè ïîâ¼ðÿëè äðóãú äðóãó 
ñìóùàþùiå èõú ïîìûñëû.
 Ñêèòú ñòîÿëú ïîñðåäè ä¼âñòâåííàãî ë¼ñà, ýòî áûëú 
êðàé íåïóãàííûõú çâ¼ðåé, è áðàòiÿ áûñòðî ïîäðóæèëèñü 
ñú îáèòàòåëÿìè ë¼ñà — îëåíÿìè, á¼ëêàìè — êîòîðûå èõú 
ñîâñ¼ìú íå áîÿëèñü. Âñêîð¼ ïîñë¼ ïåðå¼çäà âú ñêèòú Åâãå-
íié çàíÿëñÿ îãîðîäîìú, è ýòîãî çàíÿòiÿ íå îñòàâëÿëú äî ñàìîé 
ñìåðòè.
 Âú èçäàâàåìîìú æóðíàë¼ áðàòiÿ îòñòàèâàëè ÷èñòîòó 
Ïðàâîñëàâiÿ, çàùèùàëè åãî îòú îòñòóïíèêîâú, âú îñîáåííîñòè 
èçú ñðåäû èåðàðõîâú “îôèöiàëüíàãî ïðàâîñëàâiÿ”. Âú îäíîìú 
èçú ïèñåìú Åâãåíié îòì¼÷àëú: “Ò¼, êòî òîíêî ÷óâñòâóåòú 
Ïðàâîñëàâiå (æèâÿ áëàãîäàòíîé æèçíüþ, ïðiîáùèâøèñü 
åãî ñîêðîâèùú: æèòié ñâÿòûõú, ñâÿòîîòå÷åñêàãî ó÷åíiÿ è 
ò. ä.), âîþþòú ñú âðàãîìú —  åðåñüþ, êîòîðàÿ åùå òî÷íî 
íå îáîçíà÷åíà è íå âûÿâëåíà. Ïðîêëþíóëèñü ëèøü åå 
í¼êîòîðûÿ ñòîðîíû: õèëèàçìú, îáùåñòâåííîå åâàíãåëiå, 
îáíîâëåí÷åñòâî, ýêóìåíèçìú. Èõú ìîæíî ðàñïîçíàâàòü, èìú 
ìîæíî ïðîòèâîñòîÿòü, íî âú ö¼ëîìú áèòâà âåäåòñÿ “âñë¼ïóþ”, 
è ò¼, êòî âçðàùåíú íå íà æèòiÿõú ñâÿòûõú, à íà íîâîìîäíûõú 
æóðíàëàõú, ...êîìó Ïðàâîñëàâiå íå âîøëî âú ïëîòü è êðîâü, 
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íå ïîíèìàþòú òîëêîìú, èçú-çà ÷åãî ðàçãîð¼ëñÿ ñûðú-áîðú, 
ïî÷åìó ñòîëüêî øóìà èçú-çà “ïóñòÿêîâú”, êîòîðûå íè îäíèìú 
Ñîáîðîìú íå ïðèçíàíû åðåñüþ”.
 ...
 Âú 1970 ã. áðàòiÿ ïðèíÿëè ó÷àñòiå âú ïðîñëàâëåíiè èõú 
íåáåñíàãî ïîêðîâèòåëÿ — ïðåï. Ãåðìàíà Àëÿñêèíñêàãî. Îíè 
ñîñòàâèëè äâ¼ ñëóæáû ñâÿòîìó — íà öåðêîâíî-ñëàâÿíñêîìú 
è íà àíãëiéñêîìú ÿçûêàõú —  è ïðèâåçëè í¼ñêîëüêî êîðîáîêú 
ñú òåêñòîìú ñëóæáû, ÷òîáû ðàçäàòü â¼ðóþùèìú âî âðåìÿ 
öåðåìîíiè ïðîñëàâëåíiÿ, êîòîðàÿ ïðîõîäèëà âú ñîáîð¼ âú 
Ñàíú-Ôðàíöèñêî. Íàðîäó ïðèáûëî î÷åíü ìíîãî. ×èíú 
ïðîñëàâëåíiÿ âîçãëàâèëú Ìèòðîïîëèòú Ôèëàðåòú. Âî âðåìÿ 
ýòîãî Áîãîñëóæåíiÿ Åâãåíié è Ãë¼áú îêîí÷àòåëüíî ð¼øèëè 
ñòàòü ìîíàõàìè. Âëàäûêà Ôèëàðåòú îòú èìåíè Àðõiåðåéñêàãî 
Ñ¾íîäà ÐÏÖÇ âðó÷èëú Áðàòñòâó áëàãîäàðñòâåííóþ 
ãðàìîòó (â¼äü áðàòiÿ ñâîèìè ïóáëèêàöiÿìè î ïðåï. Ãåðìàí¼ 
âú “Ïðàâîñëàâíîìú ñëîâ¼” î÷åíü ìíîãî ñä¼ëàëè äëÿ åãî 
ñêîð¼éøàãî ïðîñëàâëåíiÿ), âú êîòîðîé äàëüí¼éøié ïóòü 
Áðàòñòâà î÷åð÷èâàëñÿ êàêú ñîïðÿæåíiå îòøåëüíè÷åñòâà âú 
ñêèòó ñú ìèññiîíåðñêîé ä¼ÿòåëüíîñòüþ.
 Ãë¼áú îáðàòèëñÿ êú ïðàâÿùåìó àðõiåðåþ Àðõiåïèñ-
êîïó Àíòîíiþ ñú ïðîñüáîé ïîñòðè÷ü èõú âú ìîíàõè. Ïðè 
ýòîìú áðàòiÿ íå õîò¼ëè ïðåâðàùåíiÿ ñâîåé ïóñòûíè âú 
îáû÷íûé åïàðõiàëüíûé ìîíàñòûðü, âî âñåìú çàâèñèìûé 
îòú àðõiåðåÿ, ïîýòîìó îòêàçàëèñü îòú ïðåäëîæåíiÿ Âëàäûêè 
Àíòîíiÿ ñðàçó ñä¼ëàòü èõú iåðîìîíàõàìè; îíè õîò¼ëè 
ñîõðàíèòü íåçàâèñèìîñòü ñêèòà, ïî ïðèì¼ðó Áîñòîíñêàãî 
ìîíàñòûðÿ î. Ïàíòåëåèìîíà.
 14/27 îêòÿáðÿ 1970 ã. áðàòiÿ áûëè ïîñòðèæåíû âú 
ìîíàõè: Åâãåíié — ñú èìåíåìú Ñåðàôèìú âú ÷åñòü ïðåï. 
Ñåðàôèìà Ñàðîâñêàãî, à Ãë¼áú — ñú èìåíåìú Ãåðìàíú âú 
÷åñòü ïðåï. Ãåðìàíà Àëÿñêèíñêàãî. Ñíà÷àëà Àðõiåïèñêîïú 
Àíòîíié íàñòàèâàëú íà èõú ñêîð¼éøåìú ðóêîïîëîæåíiè, 
íî ïîä âëiÿíiåìú Åïèñêîïà Íåêòàðiÿ èçì¼íèëú ñâîå 
íàì¼ðåíiå. Ðóêîâîäèòåëåìú ìîíàøåñêîé æèçíè äëÿ áðàòiè 
ñòàëè Åïèñêîïú Íåêòàðié, ó÷åíèêú ïîñë¼äíÿãî îïòèíñêàãî 
ñòàðöà ïðåï. Íåêòàðiÿ, è áëèçêié äðóãú Âëàäûêè Iîàííà 
(Ìàêñèìîâè÷à) àðõèìàíäðèòú Ñïèðèäîíú (Åôèìîâú), 
êîòîðûé ñòàëú ðåãóëÿðíî ïði¼çæàòü âú ñêèòú, ñëóæèòü âú 
íåìú Ëèòóðãiþ è ïðè÷àùàòü áðàòiþ.
 Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú ðàäîâàëñÿ êàæäîìó äíþ, 
ïðîâåäåííîìó âú ñêèòó. Åãî ñåðäöå ïåðåïîëíÿëîñü 
áëàãîäàðíîñòüþ êú Áîãó, îíú äàæå áëàãîñëîâëÿëú è ö¼ëî-
âàëú äåðåâüÿ. “Ìû çä¼ñü âú Ðàþ!” — ãîâîðèëú îíú. Ïðîõîäÿ 
ñòåçþ âíóòðåííÿãî ä¼ëàíiÿ, îíú íå òðàòèëú âðåìÿ íà ïóñòûå 
ðàçãîâîðû è ð¼äêî âûðàæàëú ñîáñòâåííîå ìí¼íiå ïî êàêîìó-
ëèáî âîïðîñó. Âú îáðàùåíiè áûëú ÷ðåçâû÷àéíî ïðîñòú, 
îòì¼òàëú îòú ñåáÿ âñÿêóþ ñóåòó è ñòàðàëñÿ óäåðæèâàòü ìûñëü 
âú ïàìÿòè Áîæiåé. Êðîì¼ ñîâåðøåíiÿ âñÿõú ïîëîæåííûõú 
óñòàâíûõú ñëóæáú, î. Ñåðàôèìú åæåäíåâíî ÷èòàëú ñâÿòûõú 
Îòöîâú, ñòàðàëñÿ èñïîëíÿòü èõú çàâ¼òû è ñë¼äîâàòü èõú 
áîãîâäîõíîâåííîé ìóäðîñòè. Áåçú óñòàëè îíú òðóäèëñÿ âú 
ñòÿæàíiè äîáðîä¼òåëåé, ñìèðÿÿñü âú ïîñòîÿííîìú áîðåíiè 
ñú âíóòðåííèìú âåòõèìú ÷åëîâ¼êîìú, ïðåáûâàÿ âú ìîëèòâ¼ 
è äóõîâíîìú áä¼íiè. Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú ëþáèëú ãîâîðèòü îáú 
Èñòèí¼, è âñåãäà íå êàêú îáú îòâëå÷åííîé èäå¼ èëè ïðèí-
öèï¼, à êàêú î ÷åìú-òî æèâîìú, è ãëóáîêî ñêîðá¼ëú î òîìú, 
÷òî ìiðú îòâðàùàåòñÿ îòú Èñòèíû. ×àñòî î. Ãåðìàíú çàñòàâàëú 
î. Ñåðàôèìà âú ãëóáîêîìú ðàçìûøëåíiè è ñîçåðöàíiè.

 Â¼ñòü î ñóùåñòâîâàíiè ñêèòà âú Ïëàòèí¼ ïîñòåïåííî 
ðàñïðîñòðàíÿëàñü. Ñòàëè ïði¼çæàòü ïàëîìíèêè. Áðàòiÿ 
íèêîãî íå çâàëè êú ñåá¼, íî è íèêîãî íå îòãîíÿëè. Ïði¼çæàâøiå 
èçóìëÿëèñü: íåóæòî âú ñîâðåìåííîé Àìåðèê¼ ñûñêàëîñü 
òàêîå ì¼ñòî — áåçìîëâíûé ë¼ñú, ñðåäè íåãî í¼ñêîëüêî 
õèæèíú è äâà ìîíàõà âú ÷åðíûõú ðÿñàõú... Îäíàêî, äàæå 
íå âñ¼ ñàìûå áëàãîæåëàòåëüíûå äðóçüÿ ïîíèìàëè óñòðåì-
ëåíiÿ áðàòiè. Í¼êîòîðûå ñîâ¼òîâàëè èìú çàâåñòè âú ñêèòó 
òåëåôîíú è óäèâëÿëèñü, êîãäà ñëûøàëè âú îòâ¼òú: “Òîëüêî 
÷åðåçú íàøè òðóïû!” Áðàòiÿ íå ïîìûøëÿëè î íàñòîÿùåìú 
“ñîëèäíîìú” ìîíàñòûð¼, è âñÿêàÿ ìîíàñòûðñêàÿ ïîñòðîéêà, 
äàæå è öåðêîâü, îñòàâàëàñü íåçàâåðøåííîé. “Áûòóåòú ìíåíiå, 
— ïèñàëú î. Ñåðàôèìú, — ÷òî âú õðàì¼ äîëæíî áûòü òåïëî, 
èáî ðàçâ¼ ìîæíî îùóòèòü ðàäîñòü Áîãîñëóæåíiÿ è ïðè÷àñòiÿ, 
êîãäà ìåðçíóòú íîãè. Ëþäè óïðåêàþòú íàñú: äåñêàòü, íåëüçÿ 
ñî ñòûëûìè íîãàìè âîçæå÷ü ñåðäöå. Íî ñóæäåíiå ýòî 
íåâ¼ðíî âú êîðí¼. Ñâÿòûå Îòöû â¼êàìè æèëè âú ñàìûõú 
íåáëàãîïðiÿòíûõú óñëîâiÿõú. ...Ýòî ïîìîãàåòú òðåçâåíiþ âú 
äóõîâíîé æèçíè, ïîìîãàåòú îö¼íèòü òî, ÷òî èì¼åøü, à íå 
ïðèíèìàòü âñ¼ áëàãà êàêú í¼÷òî ñàìî ñîáîé ðàçóìåþùååñÿ”.
 Õîòÿ ñîâðåìåííîå ïðåäñòàâëåíiå î ìîíàñòûð¼ 
íåð¼äêî ñâÿçàíî ñú îæèäàíiåìú äóõîâíîé ðàäîñòè, óìè-
ðîòâîðåíiÿ è ïîêîÿ, ïðàâîñëàâíîå ó÷åíiå ïðåäïîëàãàåòú 
ñîâñ¼ìú äðóãîå: ïàëîìíè÷åñòâî ïî ñâÿòûìú ì¼ñòàìú 
—  ýòî ïîäâèãú î÷èñòèòåëüíàãî ïîêàÿíiÿ, äîáðîâîëüíûå 
òÿãîòû. Ïði¼çæàâøèìú æèòü âú Ïëàòèíó ïðèõîäèëîñü îò-
êàçûâàòüñÿ îòú ïðèâû÷íîé, âú õîë¼ è í¼ã¼ àìåðèêàíñêîé 
æèçíè. Ñî ñëó÷àéíûìè ïîñ¼òèòåëÿìè ïðèõîäèëîñü íåëåãêî. 
Îäíàæäû î. Ñåðàôèìú ïîêàçûâàëú ìîíàñòûðü ïði¼õàâøåé 
äàì¼, êîòîðàÿ âîñêëèêíóëà: “Êàêú, äîëæíî áûòü, ñêó÷íî 
âû æèâåòå! Íè òåëåâèçîðà, íè ðàäiî, äàæå òåëåôîíà í¼òú! 
È êàêú âû òåðïèòå?” — “À íàìú í¼êîãäà ñêó÷àòü — ä¼ëú ïî 
ãîðëî”. Êîãäà ïîäîáíûå ïîñ¼òèòåëè ó¼çæàëè, î. Ñåðàôèìú 
îáëåã÷åííî âçäûõàëú, îñåíÿëú ñåáÿ êðåñòíûìú çíàìåíiåìú è 
ñï¼øèëú âú êåëüþ — ïèñàòü î÷åðåäíóþ ñòàòüþ.
 Çà ãîäû óñåðäíîé, âäóì÷èâîé ðàáîòû íàäú êíèãàìè 
î. Ñåðàôèìú ïðiîáð¼ëú îáøèðíûÿ ïîçíàíiÿ. Êàæäîå ñâîå 
ñî÷èíåíiå îíú ñîïðîâîæäàëú áîëüøèìè öèòàòàìè èçú 
ñâÿòîîòå÷åñêèõú èñòî÷íèêîâú, êàêú äðåâíèõú, òàêú è ñîâðåìåí-
íûõú. Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú çàì¼÷àëú, ÷òî âú ñîâðåìåííîìú 
Ïðàâîñëàâiè ÷àñòî ñòàðàþòñÿ ïåðåèíà÷èòü â¼ðó, ÷òîáû 
îíà ñîîòâ¼òñòâîâàëà ìûøëåíiþ ñîâðåìåííûõú ëþäåé; 
îíú æå, íàïðîòèâú, ïåðåèíà÷èâàëú ñâîå ìiðîïîíèìàíiå, 
÷òîáû ñîîòâ¼òñòâîâàòü ìûøëåíiþ ñâÿòûõú Îòöîâú è âî 
âñåé ïîëíîò¼ âîáðàòü 2000-ë¼òíié îïûòú õðèñòiàíñòâà. 
Âú ðàçãîâîð¼ ñú íîâîîáðàùåííûìú âú ñêèòó î. Ñåðàôèìú 
óêàçûâàëú, ÷òî äëÿ ïðiîáùåíiÿ êú ñâÿòîîòå÷åñêîé ìûñëè 
ãëàâíîå — ýòî ïðååìñòâåííîñòü, êîòîðàÿ âûðàáàòûâàåòñÿ 
äóõîâíîé äèñöèïëèíîé, îñíîâàííîé íà ìóäðîñòè ñâÿòûõú 
Îòöîâú. Âí¼øíå ýòà ïðååìñòâåííîñòü — ïðiîáùåíiå êú 
Áîæåñòâåííîé ìóäðîñòè — ïðîèñõîäèòú ÷åðåçú íàøå ó÷àñòiå 
âú åæåäíåâíûõú áîãîñëóæåíiÿõú, ÷åðåçú ÷òåíiå äóõîâíîé 
ëèòåðàòóðû; à áåçú ýòîãî êàæäîäíåâíàãî ïîäïèòûâàíiÿ ñåáÿ 
“íåîòìèðíîñòüþ” ìû íå ìîæåìú ïðîòèâîñòîÿòü âëiÿíiþ 
ìiðà, è ìiðñêîå çàäàâèòú è ïîãëîòèòú ñîâñ¼ìú íàøó äóøó. 
Äóõîâíàÿ æèçíü ïîäðàçóìåâàåòú íå “âèòàíiå âú îáëàêàõú”, 
à ïðèì¼íåíiå çàêîíîâú äóõîâíîñòè âú ñëîæèâøèõñÿ 
óñëîâiÿõú, à äëÿ ýòîãî íàäî âíèìàòåëüíî ÷èòàòü ñâÿòûõú 
Îòöîâú è ïåðåñìàòðèâàòü ñâîè âçãëÿäû, ñîãëàñîâûâàÿ èõú 
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ñî ñâÿòîîòå÷åñêîé ìóäðîñòüþ. ×èòàòü íóæíî ïîíåìíîãó, 
“âïèòûâàÿ” êàæäîå ñëîâî è ðàçìûøëÿÿ, êàêú ýòî ìîæíî 
ïðèì¼íèòü âú ñâîåé æèçíè, èáî ñâÿòîîòå÷åñêîå ó÷åíiå — âí¼ 
âðåìåíè. “Ïðàâîñëàâiå íå ì¼íÿåòñÿ èçî äíÿ âú äåíü, èçú â¼êà 
âú â¼êú, — ïèñàëú î. Ñåðàôèìú. — ...Âñ¼ ñâÿòûå ãîâîðÿòú ñú 
íàìè íà îäíîìú è òîìú æå ÿçûê¼ —  ÿçûê¼ äóõîâíîé æèçíè, 
êîòîðûé äîëæíû íàó÷èòüñÿ ïîíèìàòü è ìû, ...Ïîäëèííîå, 
íåèçì¼ííîå õðèñòiàíñêîå ó÷åíiå ïåðåäàåòñÿ íàìú óñòíî è 
ïèñüìåííî, íå ïðåðûâàÿñü... Âî âñÿêîå âðåìÿ âú Öåðêâè 
áûëè ñâÿòûå Îòöû, âî âñÿêîå âðåìÿ ïåðåäàâàëîñü áóäòî 
áû óòåðÿííîå ñâÿòîîòå÷åñêîå ó÷åíiå. Äàæå ñåãîäíÿ, êîãäà 
ìíîãiå ïðàâîñëàâíûå îòâåðíóëèñü, îñòàëèñü åãî èñòèííûå 
õðàíèòåëè, è îíè ïåðåäàþòú ó÷åíiå ò¼ìú, êòî æàæäåòú åãî. 
Êàêú âàæíî íàìú, ïîñë¼äíèìú õðèñòiàíàìú, ïîëó÷èòü 
âäîõíîâëÿþùié ïðèì¼ðú è ðóêîâîäñòâî ñâÿòûõú Îòöîâú 
íåäàâíåé ïîðû èëè íàøèõú äíåé, ò¼õú, êòî æèëú âú òàêèõú 
æå óñëîâiÿõú, ÷òî è ìû, è ò¼ìú íå ìåí¼å ñáåðåãú âú ö¼ëîñòè è 
ñîõðàííîñòè ïåðâîíà÷àëüíîå íåñòàðåþùåå ó÷åíiå”.
 Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú ïðîçð¼âàëú âðåìÿ. Îíú âèä¼ëú 
ñóòü íèãèëèñòè÷åñêîé ôèëîñîôiè è åå äåìîíè÷åñêóþ ïðè-
ðîäó. Îíú ïîíèìàëú, ÷òî âñ¼, âú òîìú ÷èñë¼ è îíú ñàìú, çàðà-
æåíû åþ, è ÷òî èçë¼÷èòüñÿ îòú ýòîãî ìîæíî, ëèøü îñîçíàâú 
íàëè÷iå íåäóãà âú ñåá¼ ñàìîìú. Îíú íå íàä¼ÿëñÿ íà ñâîé óìú 
è ñî ñìèðåíiåìú îáðàùàëñÿ êî ñâÿòûìú Îòöàìú:
 “Îòöû áóäóò íàïðàâëÿòü íàñú, íàó÷àòú, êàêú 
ñìèðÿòüñÿ, íå ïîëàãàòüñÿ íà ñîáñòâåííîå îáìiðùåííîå 
ìí¼íiå. ...óïîâàòü íà Áîæièõú óãîäíèêîâú, à íå íà ìið ñåé. Âú 
íèõú íàéäåìú ìû èñòèííûõú îòöîâú, ñòîëü ð¼äêèõú ñåãîä-
íÿ...”
 Îíú èì¼ëú ëþáîâü êî ñâÿòûìú Îòöàìú, à â¼äü 
ëþáÿùåìó ñûíó è âú ãîëîâó íå ïðèäåòú “áûòü ìóäð¼å ìóäðå-
öîâú”. Èìåííî ýòîòú ïðèíöèïú ì¼øàåòú ìíîãèìú ëþäÿìú 
âñåé äóøîé âîñïðèíÿòü Ïðàâîñëàâiå: ðàöiîíàëèçìú çàïàä-
íàãî ìûøëåíiÿ ïîáóæäàåòú âñå “âçâåñèòü” è “ðàçëîæèòü ïî 
ïîëî÷êàìú”. Òàêîé õîëîäíûé, óìîçðèòåëüíûé ïîäõîäú êú 
Ïðàâîñëàâiþ âñåãäà îòâðàùàëú î. Ñåðàôèìà, åìó áûëà ïî 
äóø¼ íåïîñðåäñòâåííàÿ, êàêú ó ä¼òåé, â¼ðà âú ñâÿòîîòå÷åñêóþ 
ìóäðîñòü: “Ìîæíî íàéòè ìíîãî íåîáúÿñíèìàãî è 
“íåëîãè÷íàãî” âú òðóäàõú ñâÿòûõú Îòöîâú, ïîòîìó-òî è 
í¼ëüçÿ ïîäõîäèòü êú íèìú ñú îáû÷íûìè ðàöèîíàëüíûìè 
ì¼ðêàìè. Íóæíî ïîäíÿòüñÿ âûøå, a äëÿ ýòîãî òðåáóåòñÿ 
óìÿã÷èòü ñåðäöå, ñä¼ëàòü åãî áîë¼å ÷óòêèìú”.
 Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú ïîíèìàëú, íàñêîëüêî âàæíî 
óì¼òü ïðàâèëüíî ïðèì¼íÿòü íà ïðàêòèê¼ ó÷åíiå ñâÿòûõú Îò-
öîâú, ñîîáðàçóÿñü ñú óñëîâiÿìè æèçíè êàæäîãî ÷åëîâ¼êà. À 
èìåííî çä¼ñü ÷àñòî ñïîòûêàþòñÿ è óìñòâóþùiå áîãîñëîâû, 
è íåîïûòíûå íîâîîáðàùåííûå. “Íàìú íàäî ïîäõîäèòü 
êú ñâÿòûìú Îòöàìú ñî ñìèðåííûìú æåëàíiåìú íà÷àòü 
äóõîâíóþ æèçíü ñú íèçøåé ñòóïåíè, — ïèñàëú î. Ñåðàôèìú, 
— è íå ïîìûøëÿòü î ñòÿæàíiè ñîñòîÿíié, ïðèñóùèõú âûñîêîé 
äóõîâíîñòè, äî êîòîðîé íåèìîâ¼ðíî äàëåêî... Íàäî ïîìíèòü, 
÷òî ãëàâíàÿ ö¼ëü âú ÷òåíiè ñâÿòîîòå÷åñêèõú òðóäîâú íå âú 
òîìú, ÷òîáû “ïîëó÷èòü äóõîâíóþ ðàäîñòü è íàñëàæäåíiå” èëè 
óêð¼ïèòüñÿ âú ñîçíàíiè ñîáñòâåííîé ïðàâåäíîñòè, ñòÿæàòü 
âûñøóþ ìóäðîñòü èëè îñîáîå “ñîçåðöàòåëüíîå” ñîñòî-
ÿíiå, à âú òîìú ëèøü, ÷òîáû ñä¼ëàòü ïåðâûé øàãú íà ïóòè 
äîáðîä¼òåëè”.
 Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú ïîä÷åðêèâàëú ÷òî “ñòðàäàíiå —  ä¼é-
ñòâèòåëüíîñòü íàøåãî áûòiÿ, ïåðâàÿ ñòóïåíüêà ïîäëèííîé 

äóõîâíîé æèçíè”. Îíú íàó÷èëñÿ ïåðåíîñèòü ñòðàäàíiÿ ñú 
áëàãîäàðíîñòüþ Ãîñïîäó, è ýòî ïðèíîñèëî îáèëüíûå ïëîäû, 
ñïîñîáñòâîâàëî î÷èùåíiþ ñåðäöà. Áåçú áîëåçíîâàíiÿ ñåðäöà 
íåâîçìîæíî íè÷åãî èñòèííàãî äîñòè÷ü íà äóõîâíîìú ïóòè.
 Âú ðàáîòàõú î. Ñåðàôèìà ïî ïîïóëÿðèçàöiè 
ñâÿòîîòå÷åñêàãî ó÷åíiÿ ïðîñë¼æèâàåòñÿ î÷åíü ð¼äêàÿ âú 
ñîâðåìåííûõú êíèãàõú ÷åðòà — ïðåä¼ëüíàÿ ÷åñòíîñòü è 
ïåðåäú ñâÿòûìè Îòöàìè, è ïåðåäú ÷èòàòåëåìú, è ïåðåäú 
ñàìèì ñîáîé. “Ïîäëèííîå ó÷åíiå ñâÿòûõú Îòöîâú, — ïèñàëú 
îíú, — ñîäåðæèòú èñòèíû, îòú êîòîðûõú çàâèñèò íàøà 
äóõîâíàÿ æèçíü èëè ñìåðòü. Ñóòü ïðîñòà, åå ìîæíî âûðàçèòü 
í¼ñêîëüêèìè ñëîâàìè: Áðàòiÿ è ñåñòðû, âîòú — Èñòèíà. 
Äàâàéòå æå ñú áëàãîäàðíîñòüþ ïîñòðàäàåìú ðàäè íåå”.
 Êú ñîâðåìåííûìú áîãîñëîâàìú, âðîä¼ î. Ñåðãiÿ 
Áóëãàêîâà èëè î, Àëåêñàíäðà Øìåìàíà, ïûòàâøèìñÿ 
èñêàòü “íîâûå ïóòè ïðàâîñëàâíàãî áîãîñëîâiÿ” è çàì¼íèòü 
ñòàðîå, “îòæèâøåå” ïîíèìàíiå Ïðàâîñëàâiÿ, î. Ñåðàôèìú 
îòíîñèëñÿ íåïðèìèðèìî. Âú “Ïðàâîñëàâíîìú ñëîâ¼” îíú 
ïèñàëú: “Ïðàâîñëàâiå ñåãîäíÿ — è ñâÿùåíñòâî, è áîãîñëîâû, 
è â¼ðóþùiå — îáìèðùèëîñü. Ìîëîäåæü æèâåòú âú óäîáíûõú 
óþòíûõú äîìàõú è èùåòú òàêóþ ðåëèãiþ. êîòîðàÿ áû 
ñîîòâ¼òñòâîâàëà èõú ñàìîäîñòàòî÷íîé æèçíè.., ïðîôåññîðà è 
ëåêòîðû ïðåáûâàþòú âú “íàó÷íîìú” ìið¼, ãä¼, óâû, íè÷òî íå 
ïðèíèìàåòñÿ âñåðüåçú, íè÷òî íå ÿâëÿåòñÿ âîïðîñîìú æèçíè 
è ñìåðòè... Ìåòêî íàçâàëè “áîãîñëîâîâú” íîâîé øêîëû... 
“áîãîñëîâàìè ñú ñèãàðåòîé”. Ñëîâî èõú ìåðòâî, èáî ñàìè 
îíè —  îòú ìiðà ñåãî è âçûâàþòú êú ìiðó âú îáñòàíîâê¼ 
îáìiðùåííîñòè. È ïîðîæäàþòú ëèøü ïóñòûå, âûñïðåííiå 
ð¼÷è, à îòíþäü íå èäåþ ïðàâîñëàâíàãî ïîäâèãà”.
 Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú ïðåêðàñíî âèä¼ëú îêîí÷àòåëüíîå 
ðàñõîæäåíiå ñîâðåìåííàãî áîãîñëîâiÿ ñî ñâÿòîîòå÷åñêèìú 
Ïðàâîñëàâiåìú. Îíú ñàìú ñòðåìèëñÿ ñë¼äîâàòü ïðèíöèïó: 
æèòü äóõîâíîé æèçíüþ, à íå ðàçñóæäàòü î íåé. Ïî÷òè âú 
êàæäîìú íîìåð¼ “Ïðàâîñëàâíàãî ñëîâà” îòöû Ñåðàôèìú 
è Ãåðìàíú ïîì¼ùàëè æèòiå òîãî èëè èíîãî ïîäâèæíèêà 
Ïðàâîñëàâiÿ, ÷òîáû ÷åðåçú ëþáîâü êú ïîäâèæíèêàìú 
ïðèâåñòè ëþäåé êú ñàìîìó ïîäâèæíè÷åñòâó. Âú 1973 ã. îòöû 
ïðèíÿëèñü ïóáëèêîâàòü æèòiÿ ïóñòûííèêîâú Ñåâåðíîé 
Ðîññiè (ïðèëîæèâú íåìàëî òðóäîâú, ò. ê. èñòî÷íèêîâú 
ïî÷òè íå áûëî), êîòîðûå âïîñë¼äñòâiè áûëè îïóáëèêîâàíû 
îòä¼ëüíîé êíèãîé ïîäú íàçâàíiåìú “Ñåâåðíàÿ Ôèâàèäà”. 
Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú ïîä÷åðêèâàëú, ÷òî ìiðîïîíèìàíiå 
ïóñòûííèêîâú ñë¼äóåòú âîñïðèíÿòü âñ¼ìú, êòî ñë¼äóåòú 
çà Õðèñòîì, è âú ìîíàøåñòâ¼, è âú ìiðó: “Ãëàñú Ñåâåðíîé 
Ôèâàèäû çîâåòú íàñú åñëè íå óéòè âú ïóñòûíþ..., òî õîòÿ áû 
ñîõðàíèòü “áëàãîóõàíiå” ïóñòûíè âú ñåðäö¼ ñâîåìú, ñåðäöåìú 
è óìîìú ïðåáûâàÿ ñú Áîæièìè óãîäíèêàìè..., ìîëèòâåííî 
áåñ¼äóÿ ñú íèìè; ñòîðîíèòüñÿ óâëå÷åíié è ñòðàñòåé ìiðà ñåãî, 
äàæå åñëè îíè âîçîáëàäàþòú âú ðåëèãiîçíûõú ó÷ðåæäåíiÿõú 
èëè âîâëåêóòú êîãî-ëèáî èçú iåðàðõîâú; ïîìíèòü ïåðâûìú 
ä¼ëîìú, ÷òî ïðèíàäëåæèøü ãîðíåìó ãðàäó Iåðóñàëèìó... 
Âêóñèâøié îäíàæäû... òðåçâåíiÿ âú áåñïðåñòàííîé áîðüá¼ 
íèêîãäà óæå íå óäîâîëüñòâóåòñÿ íè÷¼ìú ìiðñêèìú...” 
Èìåííî ýòî è õîò¼ëú äîíåñòè äî ëþäåé âú ñâîèõú êíèãàõú è 
æóðíàë¼ î. Ñåðàôèìú è ýòèìú ïîìî÷ü ìíîãèìú õðèñòiàíàìú 
ïðàâèëüíî ñîðiåíòèðîâàòüñÿ âú æèçíè.
 Òàêú, ñú ïîìîùüþ î. Ñåðàôèìà, ïðèøåëú êú Ïðàâîñëà-
âiþ áóäóùié ñâÿùåííèêú Àëåêñié ßíã. Îíú âì¼ñò¼ ñú æåíîé 
è ñûíîìú ïðèñîåäèíèëñÿ êú Öåðêâè âú 1970 ã., à âú 1971 ã. 
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âïåðâûå ïði¼õàëú âú ñêèòú ïðåï. Ãåðìàíà. Îòöû óêàçàëè 
åìó, ÷òî äâèãàòåëåì âñåé æèçíè îáùèíû, êîòîðóþ Àëåêñèé 
çàäóìàëú ñîçäàòü âú ãîðîäê¼ Ýòíà (ãä¼ îíú æèëú è ãä¼ íà ñîòíè 
ìèëü âîêðóãú íå áûëî íè ïðàâîñëàâíûõú õðàìîâú, íè ñàìèõú 
ïðàâîñëàâíûõú), äîëæíî áûòü åæåäíåâíîå áîãîñëóæåíiå. 
Äëÿ íà÷àëà îíè ïîñîâ¼òîâàëè Àëåêñiþ ñú æåíîé åæåäíåâíî 
ñîâåðøàòü ñëóæáó 9-ãî ÷àñà, êú êîòîðîìó âïîñë¼äñòâiè 
äîáàâèëàñü âå÷åðíÿ. Ñî âðåìåíåìú êú íèìú ïðèñîåäèíèëèñü 
í¼êîòîðûå èõú çíàêîìûå, êîòîðûå âïîñë¼äñòâiè ïðèíÿëè 
Ïðàâîñëàâiå. Âñêîð¼ Àëåêñié ñòàëú èçäàâàòü æóðíàëú 
“Íèêîäèìú”, ðàçñêàçûâàâøié âú îñíîâíîìú î çàáîòàõú 
ìiðÿíú è î “ðîæäåííûõú ñâûøå”, ò. å. íîâîîáðàùåííûõú âú 
Ïðàâîñëàâiå. Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú ìíîãî ïîìîãàëú Àëåêñiþ: 
ïåðåâîäèëú ñòàòüè, ïèñàëú ðåöåíçiè, âú ïèñüìàõú íàñòàâëÿëú 
Àëåêñiÿ âú äóõ¼ ïðàâîñëàâíàãî òðåçâåíiÿ.
 Ýòîòú ïåðâûé “ïîá¼ãú” íà äðåâ¼ Áðàòñòâà çàñòàâèëú 
îòöîâú âûðàáîòàòü ïðèíöèïû ìiðñêèõú ïðàâîñëàâíûõú 
îáùèíú âú ñîâðåìåííûõú óñëîâiÿõú. Â¼ðóþùiå èçú îáùèíû 
âú Ýòí¼ ïði¼çæàëè âú Ñàíú-Ôðàíöèñêî õîòÿ áû ðàçú âú ãîäú, 
÷òîáû ïðè÷àñòèòüñÿ Ñâÿòûõú Òàéíú. Âú êà÷åñòâ¼ åæåäíåâíîé 
“äóõîâíîé ïèùè” îíè ÷èòàëè äóõîâíóþ ëèòåðàòóðó è õîäèëè 
íà Áîãîñëóæåíiÿ âú ñâîþ äîìàøíþþ ÷àñîâíþ. Îòåöú 
Ñåðàôèìú ïèñàëú, ÷òî åæåäíåâíûÿ áîãîñëóæåíiÿ (ïóñòü è 
íå ïîëíûé êðóãú) — ýòî êðàåóãîëüíûé êàìåíü ïðàâîñëàâíîé 
îáùèíû è åå ñàìàÿ ïðèì¼òíàÿ îòëè÷èòåëüíàÿ ÷åðòà. Âú 
ñåðiè ñòàòåé î Áîãîñëóæåáíîìú óñòàâ¼ î. Ñåðàôèìú ñòàðàëñÿ 
ðàçâ¼ÿòü “ðàñõîæåå è íåâ¼ðíîå ìí¼íiå, áóäòî ïðàâîñëàâíûìú 
õðèñòiàíàìú íå äîçâîëÿåòñÿ ïðîâîäèòü Áîãîñëóæåíiå áåçú 
ñâÿùåííèêà, áåçú íåãî â¼ðóþùiå áóäòî áû áåñïîìîùíû è 
“íåñïîñîáíû êú ìîëèòâ¼”, à ñåãîäíÿ âñå ÷àùå è ÷àùå ïàñòâà 
îñòàåòñÿ áåçú ïàñòûðÿ”. Îíú ïðîöèòèðîâàëú ïðèçûâú 
Àðõiåïèñêîïà Àâåðêiÿ êî âñ¼ìú ïðàâîñëàâíûìú: ñîáèðàòüñÿ 
âì¼ñò¼ äëÿ ìîëèòâû, äàæå êîãäà í¼òú ñâÿùåííèêà, è 
çàêëþ÷èëú: “Îáùàÿ ìîëèòâà ìiðÿíú ìîæåòú è äîëæíà 
ñîâåðøàòüñÿ êàêú ìîæíî ÷àùå è âú ïðèõîäàõú, ëèøèâøèõñÿ 
ïàñòûðÿ, è òàìú, ãä¼ â¼ðóþùèõú î÷åíü ìàëî è îíè íå âú 
ñîñòîÿíiè ñîäåðæàòü ñâÿùåííèêà, è âú óäàëåííûõú îòú 
öåðêâè ì¼ñòàõú, ãä¼ åùå íå ñôîðìèðîâàëñÿ ïðèõîäú, äà õîòÿ 
áû è âú ñåìü¼, ãä¼ í¼òú âîçìîæíîñòè õîäèòü âú õðàìú ïî 
âîñêðåñåíüÿìú è ïðàçäíèêàìú”.
 Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú ïîëàãàëú, ÷òî ìàëåíüêàÿ îáùèíà âú 
Ýòí¼ âûñòîèòú áëàãîäàðÿ òÿãîòàìú è çàáîòàìú, âûïàâøèìú 
âú æèçíè åå áðàòüÿìú è ñåñòðàìú. Âú ë¼òîïèñè Áðàòñòâà îíú 
îòì¼òèëú: “Âñ¼ìú âçðîñëûìú âú îáùèí¼ äîñòàëîñü íåìàëî 
ñòðàäàíié ... Ýòî çàëîãú èõú òâåðäîé â¼ðû âú Ïðàâîñëàâiè”. Âú 
îäíîìú èçú ïèñåìú îíú ãîâîðèëú: “Îáùèíà âú Ýòí¼ íèêîèìú 
îáðàçîìú íå èäåàëú è íå ïðîáíûé êàìåíü, îíà âîçðàñòàåòú 
âú åñòåñòâåííûõú óñëîâiÿõú... Ïàðàäîêñú âú òîìú, ÷òî îíè, 
íà ñâîå ñ÷àñòüå, óäàëåíû îòú ïðàâîñëàâíûõú ïðèõîäîâú è, 
ñë¼äîâàòåëüíî, íå èçâ¼äàëè èõú ðóòèííîé æèçíè, îíè íå 
âîñïðèíèìàþòú Öåðêîâü êàêú í¼÷òî ñàìî ñîáîé ðàçóìåþùååñÿ, 
íå êèâàþòú íà öåðêîâíûå âëàñòè, êîòîðûÿ ÿêîáû îòâ¼÷àþòú 
çà ñëóæáû è ïðî÷åå. Ëþäè âú Ýòí¼ âûíóæäåíû ñàìè 
ïðîâîäèòü Áîãîñëóæåíiÿ, è ñëóæáû èìú òîëüêî äîðîæå îòú 
ýòîãî. Êàêèõú òðóäîâú ñòîèòú èìú äîáðàòüñÿ äî ñâÿùåííèêà, 
÷òîáû ïðè÷àñòèòüñÿ — è îíè ïðåâåëèêî ö¼íÿòú ýòî ñ÷àñòüå, 
áóêâàëüíî âú ñòðàõ¼ è òðåïåò¼ “çàðàáàòûâàþòú” ñâîå 
ñïàñåíiå. ...Ìû ÷óâñòâóåìú, õîòÿ è íå ìîæåìú ïîêà ëîãè÷åñêè 
îáîñíîâàòü, ÷òî âú áóäóùåìú Ïðàâîñëàâiå ñîõðàíèòñÿ êàêú 

ðàçú áëàãîäàðÿ òàêèìú ìàëûìú îáùèíàìú, îáúåäèíèâøèìú 
ëþäåé ñú ïîëíûìú åäèíîìûñëiåìú è åäèíîäóøiåìú. Èñòîðiÿ 
XX â¼êà óæå äîêàçàëà, ÷òî íå ñòîèòú óïîâàòü íà “öåðêîâíóþ 
îðãàíèçàöiþ”. Íå ãîâîðÿ óæå î ïðîíèêàþùåé òóäà åðåñè, 
òàìú âñå áîëüøå ãëàâåíñòâóåòú äóõú ìiðà ñåãî. È Àðõèåï. 
Àâåðêié, è Åï. Íåêòàðié íàêàçûâàëè íàìú ãîòîâèòüñÿ êú 
ãðÿäóùèìú âðåìåíàìú íîâûõú êàòàêîìáú, êîãäà ...îñòàíóòñÿ 
ëèøü ðàçðîçíåííûå êó÷êè â¼ðóþùèõú. Íàãëÿäíûé ïðèì¼ðú 
— Ñîâ¼òñêàÿ Ðîññiÿ, è íà óëó÷øåíiå ðàçñ÷èòûâàòü íå 
ïðèõîäèòñÿ, èáî âðåìåíà íåóêëîííî óõóäøàþòñÿ”.
 Ñú 1973 ã. âú ñêèòó ñòàëè ïîÿâëÿòüñÿ íîâûå áðàòiÿ. 
Ñíà÷àëà ýòî áûëè þíîøè, ïîäîëãó æèâøiå òàìú è ïî-
ìîãàâøiå îòöàìú âú èõú ïîâñåäíåâíûõú òðóäàõú. Çàò¼ìú 
ñòàëè ïðèõîäèòü è áîë¼å âçðîñëûå ëþäè, âîçæåëàâøiå ìî-
íàøåñêàãî æèòiÿ. Î. Ñåðàôèìú ñòàëú äóõîâíûìú ðóêîâî-
äèòåëåìú îáùèíû. Êàæäûé âå÷åðú îíú çàäåðæèâàëñÿ ïîñ-
ë¼ ñëóæáû, ÷òîáû âûñëóøàòü âñå “íàáîëåâøåå” ó êàæäàãî 
áðàòà. Ýòîòú îáû÷àé áûëú òàêæå ïîçàèìñòâîâàíú ó ïðåï. 
Ïàèñiÿ Âåëè÷êîâñêàãî, êîòîðûé óñòàíîâèëú âú ñâîåìú 
ìîíàñòûð¼ åæåäíåâíîå èñïîâ¼äàíiå ïîìûñëîâú, ÷òîáû íà 
êîðíþ ïðåñåêàòü äóðíûÿ íàêëîííîñòè. Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú 
õîðîøî ïîíèìàëú, ÷òî îòú ïðàâèëüíàãî èñïîëüçîâàíiÿ 
ýòîãî ïðèíöèïà áûâàåòú ìíîãî ïîëüçû, à îòú íåïðàâèëüíàãî 
— âåëèêié âðåäú, ïîýòîìó ïðèñòóïèëú êú ýòîìó ñî ñòðàõîìú 
è òðåïåòîìú. Âñ¼ìú èñïîâ¼äóþùèìñÿ îíú äàâàëú ïðîñòîé 
ñîâ¼òú: “Ñìîòðè çà ñîáîé âú îáà! Ïîçíàâàé ñåáÿ!”
 Æåëàâøiå èñïûòàòü ñåáÿ íà ìîíàøåñêîìú ïîïðèù¼ 
ïîíà÷àëó æèëè âú ñêèòó êàêú “òðóäíèêè” è ëèøü ïîñë¼ 
í¼êîòîðàãî èñïûòàòåëüíàãî ñðîêà ïîëó÷àëè ïîäðÿñíèêú 
è ñêóôüþ ïîñëóøíèêà. Îñíîâíîå âíèìàíiå óä¼ëÿëîñü 
âíóòðåííåìó ä¼ëàíiþ. Âú òðàïåçíîé âñåãäà ÷èòàëèñü 
äóõîâíûÿ ñâÿòîîòå÷åñêiÿ íàñòàâëåíiÿ, à ó êàæäàãî áðàòà 
áûëî îïðåä¼ëåííîå åìó èíäèâèäóàëüíî äóõîâíîå ÷òåíiå. 
Ñëó÷àëîñü, ÷òî âú îáèòåëè æèëî îäíîâðåìåííî äî 14-òè 
÷åëîâ¼êú, êàæäûé ñî ñâîèìè çàáîòàìè è çàïðîñàìè. Ïåðåäú 
îòöàìè Ãåðìàíîìú è Ñåðàôèìîìú âñòàëà çàäà÷à ðàñòîëêîâàòü 
ìîëîäîìó ïîêîëåíiþ ñìûñëú æèçíè, ñòîëü îòëè÷àþùåéñÿ îòú 
ìiðñêîé, íåîáõîäèìî áûëî äîíåñòè äî íèõú ñâÿòîîòå÷åñêîå 
ó÷åíiå î ñàìîîòðå÷åíiè. Äëÿ ýòîãî î. Ñåðàôèìú ñòàëú 
âûáîðî÷íî ïåðåâîäèòü íà àíãëiéñêié îòðûâêè èçú îñíîâíûõú 
ñâÿòîîòå÷åñêèõú òðóäîâú. Òàêú îíú ñä¼ëàëú ïîäáîðêó èçú 
“Ðóêîâîäñòâà êú äóõîâíîé æèçíè” ïðåïîäîáíûõú Âàðñîíóôiÿ 
è Iîàííà, âèäÿ, ÷òî ñâÿòûå Îòöû ïðîøëàãî çàäàâàëèñü ò¼ìè 
æå âîïðîñàìè, ÷òî è ñîâðåìåííûå ðåâíèòåëè Ïðàâîñëàâiÿ è 
óêàçàëè ïðàêòè÷åñêiå ïóòè èñêîðåíåíiÿ ñòðàñòåé è ñòÿæàíiÿ 
äîáðîä¼òåëåé. Ñâîè ïåðåâîäû î. Ñåðàôèìú ÷èòàëú áðàòiÿìú 
âî âðåìÿ òðàïåçû. Íî âú ïîñë¼äóþùiå ìåñÿöû áðàòiÿ îäèíú 
çà äðóãèìú ïîêèäàëè ìîíàñòûðü. “×òî-òî äóõîâíûÿ ñåìåíà 
ñâÿòûõú íå âçîøëè. — ïîñ¼òîâàëú î. Ãåðìàíú. — È ïî÷åìó 
ýòî?” — “Ïî÷âà ñêóäíà”, — îòâ¼òèëú î. Ñåðàôèìú. Îíú 
áûëú óá¼æäåíú, ÷òî áîðîòüñÿ ñú òàêèìú âåðõîãëÿäñòâîìú 
ìîæíî, íàñàæäàÿ ïîñòîÿíñòâî è ïðèâåðæåííîñòü ñâîåìó 
ä¼ëó, ïîýòîìó îíú íåîäíîêðàòíî ïîâòîðÿëú è ìîíàõàìú è 
ìiðÿíàìú, êàêú âàæíî åæåäíåâíîå Áîãîñëóæåíiå è ÷òåíiå 
ñâÿùåííûõú êíèãú.
 ×ðåçì¼ðíîå ïîäâèæíè÷åñòâî âú ìîíàñòûðå çàïðåùà-
ëîñü, ÷òîáû ïîñëóøíèêè íå âîçãîðäèëèñü è íå âïàëè âú 
ïðåëåñòü, íî è ïðîñòàÿ ìîíàñòûðñêàÿ äèñöèïëèíà, îòñóòñòâiå 
“óäîáñòâú”, ñëóæèëè õîðîøåé ïðîâ¼ðêîé ñèëû äóõà äëÿ 
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ïîñëóøíèêîâú. Áûâàëè ñëó÷àè, ÷òî ïîñëóøíèêè ïî í¼ñêîëüêó 
ðàçú óá¼ãàëè èçú ìîíàñòûðÿ, à ïîòîìú ñíîâà âîçâðàùàëèñü. 
Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú æàë¼ëú èõú. “Åñëè áû íàøè ïîñëóøíèêè, 
— ïèñàëú îíú âú ë¼òîïèñè ìîíàñòûðÿ, — ñîõðàíèëè ñòðàõú 
Áîæié âú ñåðäöàõú ñâîèõú è ð¼øèëèñü ñëóæèòü Áîãó íåâçèðàÿ 
íè íà ÷òî — îòîøëè áû âñ¼ òÿãîòû è èñêóøåíiÿ, è íè÷òî íå 
ì¼øàëî áû èìú ñïàñàòü ñâîè äóøè”. Îíú âñÿ÷åñêè èçá¼ãàëú 
ðîëè “áîãîíîñíàãî ñòàðöà” âú îòíîøåíiÿõú ñú ìîëîäûìè 
ïîñëóøíèêàìè, ñòàðàÿñü âîñïèòàòü ó íèõú äîâ¼ðèòåëüíîå 
îòíîøåíiå è îòêðûòîñòü âú îáùåíiè ñú äóõîâíûìú îòöîìú, 
ïðèâèòü ëþáîâü êú ñâÿòûìú îòöàìú è èõú íàñòàâëåíiÿìú è 
íàó÷èòü íå äîâ¼ðÿòü ñîáñòâåííûìú ñóæäåíiÿìú.
 Æèëè âú ñêèòó è “áðàòüÿ ìåíüøèå” — êóðû, êîøêè, 
ñîáàêè, äàæå ïàâëèíû, à îêðåñòíûå îëåíè ñòàëè ïî÷òè 
ðó÷íûìè. Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú îñîáåííî ëþáèëú ñîáàêú. Îíú 
ãîâîðèëú, ÷òî ñìûñëú âñ¼õú ýòèõú æèâîòíûõú âú òîìú, ÷òîáû 
“íàïîìèíàòü íàìú î Ðà¼”.
 Ìîíàñòûðü ïîñòåïåííî ðîñú. Îòöû äàâàëè ñâîèìú 
æèëèùàìú íàçâàíiÿ âú ÷åñòü êðóïíûõú ðóññêèõú ìîíàñ-
òûðåé. Òàêú íàïðèì¼ðú, êåëüÿ î. Ñåðàôèìà íàçûâàëàñü 
“Îïòèíà”. Âú 1974 ã. îíè ïîñòðîèëè ÷àñîâíþ âú ïàìÿòü 
Öàðñòâåííûõú ìó÷åíèêîâú — Ãîñóäàðÿ Íèêîëàÿ II è Åãî 
Ñåìüè. Îêðåñòú ðàñ÷èñòèëè ì¼ñòî äëÿ áóäóùèõú “ñêèòîâú”, 
êàæäûé èçú êîòîðûõú íîñèëú èìÿ êàêîãî-ëèáî ñâÿòîãî — ñâ. 
Èëiè Ïðîðîêà, ñâ. Iîàííà Ïðåäòå÷è, câ. Iîàííà Áîãîñëîâà, 
ïðåï. Ñåðàôèìà Ñàðîâñêàãî è äðóãèõú — è ñíà÷àëà 
ïðåäñòàâëÿëú ñîáîé ðàñ÷èùåííóþ ïîëÿíó, ãä¼ ìîæíî áûëî 
ïðîâîäèòü áîãîñëóæåíiÿ; êîå-ãä¼ âûêîïàëè è êîòëîâàíû 
ïîäú ôóíäàìåíòú áóäóùèõú ÷àñîâåíú èëè êåëié. Êàæäûé 
ñêèòú ïîì¼÷àëñÿ èêîíîé íà äåðåâ¼, äåðåâÿííûìú êðåñòîìú 
èëè àíàëîåìú, è òóäà âú äåíü ïàìÿòè ñâÿòîãî ñîâåðøàëñÿ 
êðåñòíûé õîäú. Äàëè íàçâàíiÿ è îêðåñòíûìú ãîðàìú è 
õîëìàìú: ïðåï. Ïàèñiÿ (èëè “Ïàèñiåâà ãîðáóøêà”), Àôîíú, 
Ïîêðîâñêàÿ...
 Ãîñïîäñêiå è Áîãîðîäè÷íûå ïðàçäíèêè îòì¼÷àëèñü 
âú ñêèòó âú á¼äíîñòè, ïðîñòîò¼ è âåëèêîé ðàäîñòè. Áûëè 
ñâîè òðàäèöiè. Íàïðèì¼ðú, íà Ïðåîáðàæåíiå âñåíîùíóþ 
ñëóæèëè íà âåðøèí¼ ãîðû ïîäú îòêðûòûìú íåáîìú, à 
ïîòîìú ïðè ñâ¼ò¼ çâ¼çäú î. Ñåðàôèìú ä¼ëèëñÿ ñú áðàòiåé 
ðàçìûøëåíiÿìè î ïðåîáðàæåííîìú Öàðñòâiè Íåáåñíîìú, êú 
êîòîðîìó íàäî ñåáÿ ãîòîâèòü.
 Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú ïðèõîäèëú âú öåðêîâü ñàìûìú 
ïåðâûìú, óæå âú 5 óòðà. Îíú òâåðäî ñòîÿëú íà òîìú, ÷òî 
êàæäûé äåíü íàäî ñîâåðøàòü ïîëíûé êðóãú Áîãîñëóæåíié, è 
íå ïðîïóñêàëú íè îäíîé ñëóæáû. Îíú ñë¼äèëú çà ò¼ìú, ÷òîáû 
âú åæåäíåâíûõú òðóäàõú è çàáîòàõú êàæäûé áðàòú íå ëèøàëñÿ 
Áîãîñëóæåíié. Âú îòíîøåíiè öåðêîâíàãî ï¼íiÿ î. Ñåðàôèìó 
áîëüøå âñåãî íðàâèëèñü ðóññêiå öåðêîâíûÿ ï¼ñíîï¼íiÿ è 
îñîáåííî äðåâíié çíàìåííûé ðàñï¼âú. Ïëàòèíñêiå îòöû 
ñë¼äèëè çà ò¼ìú, ÷òîáû êàæäûé æèâøié âú ìîíàñòûð¼ 
÷èòàëú è ï¼ëú íà êëèðîñ¼, à íå ñòîÿëú îáîñîáëåííî âú óãëó, 
÷òîáû öåðêîâíàÿ ìîëèòâà áûëà ä¼éñòâèòåëüíî îáùåé. Âí¼ 
Áîãîñëóæåíié âú öåðêâè î. Ñåðàôèìú õðàíèëú ïàìÿòü Áîæiþ, 
íåïðåñòàííî òâîðÿ Ièñóñîâó ìîëèòâó, ðàáîòàëú ëè îíú, 
ãóëÿëú èëè îòäûõàëú. Ñë¼äóÿ òðàäèöiè Îïòèíîé ïóñòûíè, 
îíú èñïîëíÿëú ïðàâèëî “ïÿòèñîòíèöû”, îáû÷íî ñîâåðøàÿ 
åãî ïî íî÷àìú âú ñâîåé êåëü¼.
 Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú íàïèñàëú äëÿ “Ïðàâîñëàâíàãî 
ñëîâà” í¼ñêîëüêî ñòàòåé î áîãîñëóæåáíîìú Óñòàâ¼. Îíú 

îòì¼÷àëú, ÷òî ãëàâíîå — íå âí¼øíåå çíàíiå óñòàâà “íàçó-
áîêú”, à óñâîåíiå äóõà Áîãîñëóæåíiÿ: íóæíî âíèêàòü âú 
áîãîñëóæåáíûå òåêñòû, âîñïðèíèìàé èõ óìîìú è ñåðä-
öåìú, à íå ïðîñòî “ïðîïóñêàÿ ìèìî óøåé”, äîâîëüñòâóÿñü 
âí¼øíèìú ñë¼äîâàíiåìú Óñòàâó. Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú èçâëåêú 
ñòîëüêî ïîëüçû äëÿ äóõà ÷åðåçú åæåäíåâíûå Áîãîñëóæåíiÿ, 
÷òî õîò¼ëú è äðóãèõú ïîäâèãíóòü êú ïîäîáíîé äóõîâíîé 
æèçíè, íàñêîëüêî õâàòèòú ñèëú, — íåâàæíî, âú ìiðó èëè 
âú ìîíàñòûð¼. “Âú äîðåâîëþöiîííîé Ðîññiè, — ïèñàëú î. 
Ñåðàôèìú, — åæåäíåâíî ñîâåðøàëèñü íå òîëüêî âå÷åðíÿ 
è óòðåíÿ, íî è ïîâå÷åðiå, ïîëóíîùíèöà è ÷àñû. Î÷åâèäíî, 
ýòî íîðìà Ïðàâîñëàâiÿ, êîòîðîé íàäî ñë¼äîâàòü è ñåãîäíÿ. 
Ëèòóðãiè ïî âîñêðåñíûìú è ïðàçäíè÷íûìú äíÿìú è ñëóæáû 
íàêàíóíå — ýòî ìèíèìóìú, ÷åðòà, çà êîòîðîé î ïðàâîñëàâíîìú 
áëàãî÷åñòiè óæå íå ïðèõîäèòñÿ ãîâîðèòü... Ïîíÿâú, íàñêîëüêî 
ìû äàëåêè îòú èäåàëüíîé (ò. å. íîðìàëüíîé) ïðàâîñëàâíîé 
æèçíè âú áûòó è âú õðàì¼, íå ñòîèòú ïðåäàâàòüñÿ óíûíiþ, 
íàïðîòèâú, ìû äîëæíû ñú óäâîåííûìú æåëàíiåìú ïîçíàâàòü 
è èñêàòü ýòîòú èäåàëú, íàñêîëüêî ïîçâîëÿþòú íàìú óñëîâiÿ 
íûí¼øíåé âåñüìà ðàññ¼ÿííîé æèçíè... Äëÿ ìiðÿíú, 
ïîãðÿçøèõú âú ä¼ëàõú æèòåéñêèõú, òàêîå ïðåäñòàâëÿåòñÿ 
ïî÷òè íåâîçìîæíûìú. Íàñêîëüêî æå âàæíî äëÿ íèõú òîãäà 
èçâëå÷ü ìàêñèìóìú ïîëüçû äëÿ ñåáÿ... èçú åæåäíåâíàãî öèêëà 
Áîãîñëóæåíié”.
 Ë¼òîìú 1972 ã. îòöû îðãàíèçîâàëè òðåõíåä¼ëüíûå 
êóðñû äëÿ ïàëîìíèêîâú, âî âðåìÿ êîòîðûõú î. Ñåðàôèìú 
÷èòàëú ëåêöiè î ðàçâèòiè çàïàäíîé ôèëîñîôñêîé ìûñëè, 
íà÷èíàÿ ñú îòïàäåíiÿ Ðèìñêîé öåðêâè îòú Ïðàâîñëàâiÿ è 
äî íàøèõú äíåé. Ýòè ëåêöiè áûëè ïî ïðîñüá¼ “ïèòîìöåâú” 
Àëåêñiÿ ßíãà çàïèñàíû íà ìàãíèòîôîíú. Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú 
íàçâàëú èõú “êóðñîìú ïðàâîñëàâíàãî âûæèâàíiÿ”, ò. ê. ñ÷èòàëú, 
÷òî äëÿ ñîõðàíåíiÿ Ïðàâîñëàâiÿ âú ñîâðåìåííîìú ìið¼ 
íåîáõîäèìî õîðîøî çíàòü âñ¼ ôîðìû â¼ðîîòñòóïíè÷åñòâà è 
ïîíèìàòü ñóòü ñîâðåìåííîé öèâèëèçàöiè. Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú, 
êàêú íèêòî äðóãîé, ìîãú ðàçñêàçàòü îáú ýòîìú, ïîòîìó ÷òî îíú 
ñàìú ïðîøåëú äîëãié ïóòü êú Ïðàâîñëàâiþ è õîðîøî èçó÷èëú 
âñ¼ â¼ðû è ñóåâ¼ðiÿ ñîâðåìåííàãî ìiðà. Îíú ãîâîðèëú: “Åñëè 
óæú ñåðüåçíî ïðèíèìàòü Ïðàâîñëàâiå, òî äî êîíöà, áåçú 
îãîâîðîêú, îíî äîëæíî îáúÿòü âñ¼ ñôåðû æèçíè. Èíà÷å 
Ïðàâîñëàâiå — âñåãî ëèøü î÷åðåäíàÿ ðåëèãiîçíàÿ ñåêòà, 
îòëè÷íàÿ îòú äðóãèõú... òîëüêî âí¼øíèìè àòðèáóòàìè— Íî 
èìåííî ïîòîìó, ÷òî Ïðàâîñëàâèå åñòü Èñòèíà, îíî ñïîñîáíî 
âú êîðí¼ èçì¼íèòü ÷åëîâ¼êà... Åñëè íå èì¼òü ïðàâèëüíàãî 
ïðåäñòàâëåíiÿ î ïðîèñõîäÿùåìú âú ìið¼, íåçàì¼òíî äëÿ 
âàñú âú âàøå Ïðàâîñëàâiå áóäåòú ïðèâíåñåíú âêóñú ðàçíûõú 
íîâîìîäíûõú èäåé. Âû ïî âîñêðåñåíüÿìú, áóäåòå õîäèòü âú 
öåðêîâü, à âú áóäíè æèòü ïî ñîâñ¼ìú äðóãèìú ì¼ðêàìú, ÷òî 
ïðèâåäåòú êú êàòàñòðîô¼...” Êóðñú ëåêöié î. Ñåðàôèìà ïî 
ãëóáèí¼ è îõâàòó ìàòåðiàëà ãîäèëñÿ äëÿ ëþáîãî óíèâåðñèòåòà, 
íî äàâàëú áîëüøå: îíú çàäàâàëú çíàíiÿì íóæíîå íàïðàâëåíiå 
ê ö¼ëè — êú Ïðàâîñëàâiþ.
 Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú, áåçóñëîâíî, áûëú ïîäâèæíèêîìú. 
Îíú ¼ëú ïîíåìíîãó äâàæäû èëè òðèæäû âú äåíü, âì¼ñò¼ ñú 
áðàòiåé, ð¼øèòåëüíî îòâåðãàëú âñ¼ “óäîáñòâà”, íî ïðè ýòîìú 
âîñïèòûâàëú ñåáÿ âú óì¼ðåííîñòè, òàêú ÷òîáû ïîäâèãú áûëú 
ïîñèëüíûìú è íå ì¼øàëú åæåäíåâíûìú òðóäàìú.
 Ïîñòåëü î. Ñåðàôèìà áûëà òèïè÷íî ìîíàøåñêîé: 
óçêàÿ, æåñòêàÿ — äâ¼ ñêîëî÷åííûÿ äîñêè áåçú ìàòðàöà. Êåëüÿ 
— äîñ÷àòàÿ, íè÷¼ìú íå óòåïëåííàÿ êàìîðêà. Ìàëåíüêóþ 
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äðîâÿíóþ ïå÷ü îíú òîïèëú íå áîë¼å ÷àñà ïåðåäú ò¼ìú êàêú 
ë¼÷ü ñïàòü, è êú óòðó òåìïåðàòóðà âú êåëü¼ îïóñêàëàñü çèìîé 
íèæå íóëÿ. Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú íèêîãäà íå ïðèíèìàëú âàííó 
èëè äóøú, òîëüêî îáòèðàëñÿ ìîêðîé òðÿïèöåé. Íî äðóãèìú 
áðàòiÿìú îíú íèêîãäà íå âîñïðåùàëú ïðèíèìàòü äóøú è íå 
óêîðÿëú çà “÷ðåçìåðíîå óñåðäiå âú ¼ä¼”. Âú ïîäâèæíè÷åñòâ¼ 
î. Ñåðàôèìà îñîáåííî ïîðàæàëà îäíà ÷åðòà; îíú íè ìèíóòû 
íå ñèä¼ëú áåçú ä¼ëà, ïîñòîÿííî ïðåáûâàÿ âú êàêèõú-ëèáî 
áîãîóãîäíûõú òðóäàõú. Åãî âñå âðåìÿ ïîäãîíÿëà áîÿçíü íå óñ-
ï¼òü. Îíú íå ðàçú ïîâòîðÿëú: “Óæå ïîçæå, ÷¼ìú âû äóìàåòå. 
Ïîýòîìó ñï¼øèòå òâîðèòü ä¼ëî Áîæiå!”.
 Â¼ðîÿòíî, î. Ñåðàôèìú ïðåä÷óâñòâîâàëú áëèçêóþ 
êîí÷èíó. Âðà÷è ñêàçàëè åìó, ÷òî ñú ä¼òñòâà ó íåãî ðàáîòàåòú 
òîëüêî îäíà ïî÷êà. Îíú ïîíèìàëú, ÷òî “æèâåòú âçàéìû”, 
ïî ìèëîñòè Áîæiåé Ìàòåðè, èçáàâèâøåé åãî îòú ñìåðòè 
âú 1961 ã. Îíú íèêîãäà íå æàëîâàëñÿ íà óñòàëîñòü è íå 
ïðåäðåêàëú ñâîåé êîí÷èíû, íî åäèíñòâåííîé åãî çàáîòîé 
áûëî âûïóñòèòü êàêú ìîæíî áîëüøå äóõîâíîé ëèòåðàòóðû. 
Òðóäÿñü âú ñâîåé ñìèðåííîé êåëü¼, ïå÷àòàÿ íà ìàøèíê¼ ïðè 
ñâ¼÷àõú, î. Ñåðàôèìú èçäàëú è íàïèñàëú áåñïðèì¼ðíîå äëÿ 
íàøèõú äíåé êîëè÷åñòâî ïðàâîñëàâíûõú ñî÷èíåíié. Êàêú 
òîëüêî âûäàâàëàñü ñâîáîäíàÿ ìèíóòà, îíú óñòðåìëÿëñÿ 
âú êåëüþ è ñàäèëñÿ çà ñòîëú, íàáðàñûâàëú ïëàíú è ñðàçó 
íà÷èíàëú ïå÷àòàòü ñòàòüþ, ëèøü èçð¼äêà îòðûâàÿñü, ÷òîáû 
÷òî-òî îáäóìàòü. Ñâîè ðàáîòû îíú, âú äóõ¼ ìîíàøåñêàãî 
ñìèðåíiÿ, íèêîãäà íå ïîäïèñûâàëú. Ñëó÷àëîñü, îí ïðÿìî âî 
âðåìÿ òðàïåçû çà÷èòûâàë áðàòiè ïåðåâîäú “ñú ëèñòà” êàêîãî-
íèáóäü ñâÿòîîòå÷åñêàãî òðóäà. Ïåðåâîäú çàïèñûâàëñÿ íà 
ìàãíèòîôîíú, ïîòîìú òùàòåëüíî ïðîâ¼ðÿëñÿ. Òàêú áûëè 
ïåðåâåäåíû íà àíãëiéñêié ö¼ëûÿ êíèãè: “Íàñòàâëåíiÿ 
ìîíàõàìú” ïðåï. Ôåîäîðà Ñòóäèòà, “Æèòiå ñòàðöà Àíàòîëiÿ 
Îïòèíñêàãî”, “Äóõîâíûÿ ïîó÷åíiÿ” ïðåï. Àââû Äîðîôåÿ, 
ãëàâû èçú “Êîììåíòàðiåâú êú Íîâîìó Çàâ¼òó” Àðõiåïèñêîïà 
Àâåðêiÿ è äðóãiå.
 Êðîì¼ “Ïðàâîñëàâíàãî ñëîâà”, âûõîäèâøàãî ðàçú 
âú äâà ìåñÿöà, îòöû ñú 1972 ã. ðåãóëÿðíî èçäàâàëè ïîëíûé 
öåðêîâíûé êàëåíäàðü íà àíãëiéñêîìú ÿçûê¼. Ìíîæåñòâî 
ýêçåìïëÿðîâú “Ïðàâîñëàâíàãî ñëîâà” ðàññûëàëîñü áåñïëàòíî 
— ïî áèáëiîòåêàìú, á¼äíûìú ìîíàøåñòâóþùèìú è äðóãèìú 
íåèìóùèìú ëþäÿìú. Ñú 1968 ã. ïî÷òè âú êàæäîìú íîìåð¼ 
îòöû ñòàëè ïå÷àòàòü æèòiÿ Íîâîìó÷åíèêîâú Ðîññiéñêèõú. 
Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú ãîâîðèëú: “Ñâèä¼òåëüñòâî ìó÷åíèêîâú 
— ñàìûé äðàãîö¼ííûé äàðú Ðîññiè Çàïàäó”.
 Âú 1976 ã. Áðàòñòâî èçäàëî íà àíãëiéñêîìú ÿçûê¼ 
êíèãó “Áëàæåííûé Ïàèñié Âåëè÷êîâñêié”, êóäà âîøëî åãî 
æèòiå, íàñòàâëåíiÿ, îáçîðú åãî âëiÿíiÿ íà ïîñë¼äóþùåå 
ðàçâèòiå ìîíàøåñòâà è ïîëíàÿ öåðêîâíàÿ ñëóæáà ñâÿòîìó ñú 
êàíîíîìú, íàïèñàííûìú î. Ñåðàôèìîìú. Âú 1978 ã. íà÷àëà 
âûõîäèòü ñåðiÿ êíèãú î ïîäâèæíè÷åñêèõú òðóäàõú ðóññêèõú 
ïîäâèæíèêîâú ÕIÕ â¼êà. Âú 1976 ã. âûøëà âú ñâ¼òú êíèãà 
î. Ñåðàôèìà, êîòîðàÿ âûçâàëà îãðîìíûé ðåçîíàíñú — 
“Ïðàâîñëàâiå è ðåëèãiÿ áóäóùàãî”, ãä¼ ðàçñìàòðèâàþòñÿ 
ñîâðåìåííûÿ ðåëèãiîçíûÿ íàïðàâëåíiÿ, ïðèçíàêè “íîâàãî 
ðåëèãiîçíàãî ñîçíàíiÿ”, ïðîêëàäûâàþùàãî ïóòü åäèíîé 
âñåìiðíîé ðåëèãiè Àíòèõðèñòà è çíàìåíóþùàãî íà÷àëî 
“á¼ñîâñêîé ïÿòèäåñÿòíèöû” ïîñë¼äíèõú âðåìåíú. Êîãäà î. 
Ñåðàôèìú ðàáîòàëú íàäú êíèãîé, ïî÷òè âñ¼ ðàçñìàòðèâàå-
ìûÿ èìú èäåè è ó÷åíiÿ åùå íå íàáðàëè ñèëó, íî îíú 
òî÷íî ïðåäóãàäàëú, ÷òî ñêîðî ñú “îáî÷èíû” îíè áûñòðî 

ïåðåì¼ñòÿòñÿ íà “ãëàâíóþ äîðîãó”, È ïåðâóþ ðîëü âú ýòîìú 
èãðàåòú ýêóìåíè÷åñêîå äâèæåíiå, âú êîòîðîå ïîñòåïåííî 
âîâëåêëèñü âñ¼ îôèöiàëüíûÿ ïðàâîñëàâíûÿ öåðêâè. Îòåöú 
Ñåðàôèìú ðàçñìîòð¼ëú ñú òî÷êè çð¼íiÿ Ïðàâîñëàâiÿ è 
ñâÿòîîòå÷åñêèõú ïèñàíié è âñ¼ íåõðèñòiàíñêiå êóëüòû, à òàêæå 
ÿâëåíiå ÍËÎ è ñîâðåìåííûÿ “÷óäåñà” (âûçûâàíiå äóõîâú, 
ö¼ëèòåëüñòâî, ÿñíîâèäåíiå è ïðî÷iå òðþêè), ïîêàçàâú, ÷òî 
âñå ýòî ñâÿçàíî ñú äåìîíè÷åñêèìè ñèëàìè è íàïðàâëåíî íà 
ïîãèáåëü ëþäåé. Ìíîãèìú ýòà êíèãà ïîêàçàëàñü ñëèøêîìú 
ñóðîâîé, íî î. Ñåðàôèìú ñîçíàòåëüíî íå èçá¼ãàëú “îñòðûõú 
óãëîâú”, ñ÷èòàÿ, ÷òî êîãäà ïîâñþäó ñîâåðøàåòñÿ ÿâíîå èëè 
ñêðûòîå ïðåäàòåëüñòâî õðèñòiàíñêîé â¼ðû, íå âðåìÿ äåëè-
êàòíè÷àòü è èñêàòü êîìïðîìèññà. Òåïåðü, ïîñë¼ ñìåðòè î. 
Ñåðàôèìà, ðåëèãiÿ áóäóùåãî, êîòîðóþ îíú îïèñàëú, óæå 
ñëîæèëàñü îêîí÷àòåëüíî è âîøëà âú ñèëó è ïðèì¼íèòåëüíî 
êú ñåãîäíÿøíåìó äíþ ìíîãîå âú åãî êíèã¼ êàæåòñÿ 
íåäîñòàòî÷íûìú, íî òîãäà îíî çâó÷àëî êàêú íàñòîÿùåå 
îòêðîâåíiå. Êíèãà î. Ñåðàôèìà ïîìîãàëà è ïðîäîëæàåòú 
ïîìîãàòü ìíîãèìú ëþäÿìú âú îñîçíàíiè èñòèííîé ïðèðîäû 
ñîâðåìåííàãî “÷óäîä¼éñòâà”, ýêóìåíèçìà è ïðî÷èõú 
äâèæåíié “íîâîé ýðû” è âú ñòðåìëåíiè êú áîë¼å ñåðüåçíîé 
äóõîâíîé æèçíè, äåðæàñü èñòèííàãî ïðàâîñëàâíàãî ïóòè.
 Îòöó Ñåðàôèìó òàêæå ïðèíàäëåæèòú ðÿäú ñòàòåé 
î äðåâíèõú ñâÿòûõú Çàïàäà, îñîáåííî ïðàâîñëàâíîé Ãàë-
ëiè, êîòîðûÿ áûëè ïî÷òè çàáûòû ñîâðåìåííûìè õðè-
ñòiàíàìè. Îíú ïåðåâåëú ñú ëàòûíè íà àíãëiéñêié “Æèòiÿ 
îòöîâú” ñâ. Ãðèãîðiÿ Òóðñêàãî, ñíàáäèâú èõú ïîäðîáíûìú 
êîììåíòàðiåìú. Äî ïîñë¼äíèõú äíåé æèçíè îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú 
âûïîëíÿëú çàâ¼òû ñâÿòèòåëÿ Iîàííà Øàíõàéñêàãî è Ñàíú-
Ôðàíöèññêàãî, ñòàðàÿñü âíåñòè ñâîé âêëàäú âú âåëèêîå ä¼ëî 
ïðîñëàâëåíiÿ ïðàâîñëàâíûõú ñâÿòûõú Çàïàäà.
 Ïîñë¼ êîí÷èíû ñåðáñêàãî åïèñêîïà Ñàââû 
(Ñàðàøåâè÷à) îòöàìú äîñòàëñÿ åãî àðõèâú, ïî ìàòåðiàëàìú 
êîòîðàãî îíè èçäàëè “Ë¼òîïèñü ïî÷èòàíiÿ Àðõiåïèñêîïà 
Iîàííà (Ìàêñèìîâè÷à)” íà ðóññêîìú ÿçûê¼; âú 1979 ã. âûøåëú 
è åå âòîðîé òîìú — ïðîïîâ¼äè è òðóäû ñàìîãî Âëàäûêè 
Iîàííà.

4. Ïàñòûðñòâî
 Âú îêòÿáð¼ 1976 ã. âú îáèòåëü ïði¼õàëú Åïèñêîïú 
Íåêòàðié è ñêàçàëú îòöàìú, ÷òî Ìèòðîïîëèòú Ôèëàðåòú 
ñ÷èòàåòú íåîáõîäèìûìú äëÿ íèõú ïðèíÿòü ñâÿùåííûé 
ñàíú, ÷òîáû îíè ìîãëè ñëóæèòü ëèòóðãiþ è âî âñåé ïîëíîò¼ 
îêîðìëÿòü ïàëîìíèêîâú. Âú êîíö¼ äåêàáðÿ î. Ãåðìàíà 
ðóêîïîëîæèëè âú ñêèòó âú iåðîìîíàõà, à î. Ñåðàôèìà — âú 
Ñàí-Ôðàíöèñêî 20 äåêàáðÿ/2 ÿíâàðÿ, âú äåíü ïàìÿòè ñâ. 
ïðàâ. Iîàííà Êðîíøòàäòñêàãî, âú iåðîäiàêîíà. 11/24 àïð¼ëÿ 
1977 ã. åïèñêîïú Íåêòàðié ðóêîïîëîæèëú î. Ñåðàôèìà âú 
ñâÿùåííèêà, âú òîòú æå äåíü áûëú ïîñâÿùåíú âú ÷òåöà 
Àëåêñié ßíãú.
 Êîãäà íîâîå áðåìÿ ñâÿùåíñòâà ëåãëî íà ïëå÷è îò-
öîâú, Ãîñïîäü èçáàâèëú èõú îòú áðåìåíè í¼êîòîðûõú ìiðñ-
êèõú çàáîòú: âú ìîíàñòûð¼ íàøëè âîäó è âûêîïàëè êîëî-
äåöú, êîòîðûé çíà÷èòåëüíî îáëåã÷èëú ìîíàñòûðñêié áûòú. 
Ìèññiîíåðñêàÿ ä¼ÿòåëüíîñòü ìîíàñòûðÿ ñòàëà åùå øèðå. Âú 
ðàçíûõú ì¼ñòàõú ñòðàíû áûëè ñîçäàíû ïðèõîäû ñú äîìîâûìè 
öåðêâàìè, êîòîðûÿ îêîðìëÿëè îòöû, ¼çäèëè òóäà ñëóæèòü 
ëèòóðãiþ. Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú ñòàëú ¼çäèòü âú ìèññiîíåðñêiå 
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ïî¼çäêè, ÷òîáû îêîðìëÿòü äóõîâíî ðàçðîñøóþñÿ ïàñòâó, 
õîòÿ äëÿ íåãî ýòî áûëî äîâîëüíî òÿæåëî: ïî íàòóð¼ îíú áûëú 
íå îáùèòåëüíûìú ìèññiîíåðîìú, à ìûñëèòåëåìú-îäèíî÷êîé, 
ôèëîñîôîìú, ïèñàòåëåìú, è âñÿêié ðàçú åìó î÷åíü íå 
õîò¼ëîñü ïîêèäàòü ìîíàñòûðü, ÷òî êú òîìó æå âûíóæäàëî åãî 
îñòàâëÿòü ïèñàòåëüñòâî. Îäíàæäû, â¼ðíóâøèñü èçú î÷åðåä-
íîé ìèññiîíåðñêîé ïî¼çäêè, îíú ñêàçàëú: “Èçú-çà ýòîãî ÿ íå 
äîñ÷èòàþñü äâóõú ë¼òú æèçíè è òîìà ïðàâîñëàâíûõú ðàáîòú”. 
Îäíàêî îíú ñìèðåííî âîñïðèíèìàëú ýòó íîâóþ æèçíü è 
ïîíóæäàëú ñåáÿ îòäàâàòü ëþäÿìú âñþ äóøó. Îíú âñêîð¼ 
îáð¼ëú ðàäîñòü âú ñâîåìú íîâîì ïðèçâàíiè, ñîñòðàäàëú 
ëþäÿìú, êîòîðûìú ñëóæèëú è íå ùàäèëú ñåáÿ ðàäè äðóãèõú. 
Âú ìà¼ 1979 ã. Àëåêñié ßíãú òàêæå áûëú ðóêîïîëîæåíú âú 
ñâÿùåííèêè è ñòàëú ïîìîãàòü îòöàìú âú èõú ìèññiîíåðñêèõú 
òðóäàõú.
 Âú 1977 ã. âú “Ïðàâîñëàâíîìú ñëîâ¼” ñòàëè âûõîäèòü 
ãëàâû êíèãè î. Ñåðàôèìà “Äóøà ïîñë¼ ñìåðòè”, ãä¼ 
èçëàãàëèñü âçãëÿäû ñâÿòûõú Îòöîâú íà çàãðîáíóþ æèçíü. 
è ñîâðåìåííîìó îêêóëüòíîìó ïîíèìàíiþ “ïîñìåðòíûõú 
îïûòîâú” ïðîòèâîïîñòàâëÿëîñü ïðàâîñëàâíîå òîëêîâàíiå. 
Êíèãà âûçâàëà øèðîêié îòêëèêú ÷èòàòåëåé. Íàøëîñü è íåìàëî 
êðèòèêîâú. Îñîáåííî íàïàäàëè íà ó÷åíiå î “ìûòàðñòâàõú” 
— îíî íå âÿçàëîñü ñú ñîâðåìåííûìè “ãóìàíèñòè÷åñêèìè” 
ïðåäñòàâëåíiÿìè î Áîã¼. Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú çàì¼÷àëú: “Ëþäè 
íûí¼ ñàìîäîâîëüíû è ñàìîóâ¼ðåíí, îíè è ñëûøàòü íå õîòÿòú 
î ñóðîâîìú ñóä¼ è îòâ¼ò¼ çà âñ¼ ãð¼õè. Êóäà “óäîáí¼å” 
ïîëàãàòü, ÷òî Áîãú íå òàêú ñòðîãú, êàêú ïðåäñòàâëÿåòú Åãî 
ïðàâîñëàâíàÿ ïîäâèæíè÷åñêàÿ òðàäèöèÿ, ÷òî... åñëè ìû 
èñïîëíèìñÿ âûñîêèõú äóõîâíûõú ìûñëåé, ...òî ñïàñåíiå íàìú 
îáåñïå÷åíî. Èñòèííîå ïðàâîñëàâíîå ó÷åíiå î æèçíè ïîñë¼ 
ñìåðòè, íàïðîòèâú, íàïîëíÿåòú íàñú ñòðàõîìú Áîæièìú 
è âäîõíîâëÿåòú íà áîðüáó âî èìÿ Öàðñòâiÿ Áîæiÿ ñú íåâè-
äèìûìú âðàãîìú, ñòîÿùèìú íà ïóòè. Êú ýòîé áîðüá¼ ïðèçâàíû 
âñ¼ õðèñòiàíå, è íåñïðàâåäëèâî “ðàçáàâëÿòü ñëàäåíüêèìú” 
ñóðîâîå èñòèííîå ó÷åíiå, òîëüêî ÷òîáû â¼ðóþùèìú “óäîáí¼å 
æèëîñü”... È íåïîçâîëèòåëüíî íàçûâàòü “áàñíÿìè” òî, ÷òî 
ì¼øàåòú äóøåâíîìó óäîáñòâó. Ìîäû è âçãëÿäû ëþäñêiå 
èçì¼í÷èâû, à ïðàâîñëàâíîå ó÷åíiå íåèçì¼ííî, è íåâàæíî, 
ñêîëüêî ó íåãî ïîñë¼äîâàòåëåé. Äà ïðåáóäåìú æå åãî â¼ðíûìè 
÷àäàìè!” Îòä¼ëüíîé êíèãîé “Äóøà ïîñë¼ ñìåðòè” âûøëà âú 
1980 ã.
 Ë¼òíiå ïði¼çäû ïàëîìíèêîâú âú Ïëàòèíó âñåãäà 
ñîïðîâîæäàëèñü êðåùåíiåìú íîâîîáðàùåííûõú. Îòåöú Ñå-
ðàôèìú ñòàðàëñÿ äóõîâíî íàïðàâèòü ëþäåé, âåëú îáøèðíóþ 
ïåðåïèñêó ñî ñâîèìè ÷àäàìè, ñî ñòóäåíòàìè è ñú äðóãèìè 
æåëàþùèìè ïðiîáùèòüñÿ êú Ïðàâîñëàâiþ, îïðåäÿëèòüñÿ 
íà æèçíåííîìú ïóòè. Îíú ñîâ¼òîâàëú ëþäÿìú íå ñï¼øèòü 
îïðåä¼ëèòü ñâîå äóõîâíîå ñîñòîÿíiå è áîëüøå ïîëàãàòüñÿ íà 
Áîãà, íå îñòàâëÿòü áîðüáû ñî ñâîèìè ñòðàñòÿìè è íå âïàäàòü 
âú îò÷àÿíiÿ ïðè òðóäíîñòÿõú è èñêóøåíiÿõú. Ïðîïîâ¼äè åãî 
áûëè íåìíîãîñëîâíû, âñåãäà ïî ñóùåñòâó. Âú ïàñòûðñòâ¼ 
î. Ñåðàôèìú ÷ðåçâû÷àéíî òåðïåëèâî âûñëóøèâàëú ëþäåé, 
èõú ÷àÿíiÿ, íî ñâîèìè âçãëÿäàìè âñåãäà ä¼ëèëñÿ î÷åíü ñäåð-
æàííî, ãîâîðèëú êîðîòêî, òîëüêî ñàìîå íåîáõîäèìîå, Îíú 
ó÷èëú ëþäåé ñìèðåíiþ è êàæäîäíåâíîé áîðüá¼ ñú ãð¼õàìè 
è ñàìîëþáiåìú. Îáîãàùåííûé ñîáñòâåííûìú îïûòîìú 
ñòðàäàíié, èñêàíié è äóõîâíîé áîðüáû, î. Ñåðàôèìú çíàëú, 
êîãäà ïîæóðèòü, êîãäà óò¼øèòü, êîìó çàðîíèòü ñåìÿ 
õðèñòiàíñêàãî ñìèðåíiÿ è íàäåæäû. Îáõîäèòåëüíîñòü è 

ìÿãêîñòü, ñòîëü îòëè÷íàÿ îòú ñóðîâîñòè åãî ïå÷àòíàãî 
ñëîâà, ïðèâëåêàëè êú íåìó ëþäåé. Ëþäè ïîíèìàëè, ÷òî îíú 
÷óâñòâóåòú èõú áîëü, ïîòîìó ÷òî ñàìú èñïûòàëú åå. Ïðè 
ýòîìú îíú íå áûëú ñåíòèìåíòàëüíûìú è íå äàâàëú âîëþ 
÷óâñòâàìú.
 Âîòú êàêú âñïîìèíàåòú î íåìú îäíà åãî äóõîâíàÿ 
äî÷ü: “Ïîìíþ ïîñë¼äíþþ íàøó âñòð¼÷ó... ×óäåñíûé âîñêðåñ-
íûé äåíü âú Ïëàòèí¼, î. Ñåðàôèìú ðàçñêàçûâàåòú î ìî-
íàñòûðñêîé ñîáàê¼, ïàâëèíàõú, îëåíÿõú, î íåäàâíåìú çàò-
ì¼íiè ñîëíöà. Îíú áûë î÷åíü ñ÷àñòëèâú, ìíîãî ñì¼ÿëñÿ. ß 
ñïðîñèëà, êàêú îíú ñåáÿ ÷óâñòâóåòú. Îíú îãëÿä¼ëú ìîíàñ-
òûðü è ñêàçàëú ïðîñòî: “Êàêú âú ðàþ’” ...Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú 
íåèçì¼ííî îòíîñèëñÿ êî ìí¼ ñú ëþáîâüþ, äàæå êîãäà íàçûâàëú 
“äóðîé” è “òóïèöåé”. ß ïî÷åìó-òî íèêîãäà íå îáèæàëàñü, 
õîòÿ è ïîíèìàëà, ÷òî îí íå øóòèòú. Äàæå ýòèìè ñëîâàìè 
îíú ïîäàâàëú íàäåæäó. ...Îíú òðåáîâàëú, ÷òîáû ÿ æåñò÷å 
îòíîñèëàñü êú ñåá¼, ñú äðóãîé ñòîðîíû, ïðîñèëú, ÷òîáû ÿ 
ñåáÿ íå òèðàíèëà... Îäíàæäû íà èñïîâ¼äè, ïåðå÷èñëèâú ñâîè 
ãð¼õè, è ñêàçàëà, ÷òî õî÷ó óìåð¼òü, è âú òîìú æå äóõ¼. Îíú 
ñêàçàëú: “Ñïîðó í¼òú, òû — âåëèêàÿ ãð¼øíèöà, íî èçú ýòîãî 
ñîâñ¼ìú íå ñë¼äóåòú, ÷òî íóæíî óõîäèòü èçú æèçíè!” È ó 
ìåíÿ âíîâü ïîÿâèëàñü íàäåæäà. Íàâ¼ðíîå, ýòî ñàìîå ãëàâíîå, 
÷òî îíú äàâàëú íàäåæäó. Îíú âñå âðåìÿ âçûâàëú êú ìîåìó 
òåðï¼íiþ: “Ïîñï¼øàé íå òîðîïÿñü, ïî ì¼ð¼ ñâîèõú ñèëú, è 
êîãäà ïàäàåøü — íåïðåì¼ííî ïîäíèìàéñÿ âíîâü!” ...Îíú âñå-
ãäà íàõîäèëú âðåìÿ äëÿ ìåíÿ è äëÿ êàæäàãî, íåâçèðàÿ íà 
ñàìî÷óâñòâiå. Âñåãäà òåðïåëèâî âûñëóøèâàëú, îòâ¼÷àëú íà 
âîïðîñû...”.
 Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú ñòàëú ïðîïîâ¼äíèêîìú 
“Ïðàâîñëàâiÿ ñåðäöà”, è ýòî áûëî ãëàâíûìú ñîäåðæàíiåìú 
ïîñë¼äíèõú ë¼òú åãî æèçíè. Îíú ïèñàëú: “Ïðåæäå âñåãî â¼ðà 
äîëæíà ãí¼çäèòüñÿ âú ñåðäö¼, à íå âú óì¼, îíà äîëæíà áûòü 
“æèâîé è ãð¼þùåé äóøó”, à íå àáñòðàêòíîé õîëîäíîé òåîðiåé. 
Â¼ð¼ ó÷àòñÿ âú æèçíè, à íå âú øêîë¼”. Îíú ó÷èëú ïðîñòîò¼: 
“Ïðèíèìàéòå â¼ðó îòú îòöîâú âú ïðîñòîò¼. ...È äàæå åñëè 
ëþäè âîêðóãú âàñú îñîáîé ìóäðîñòüþ íå îòëè÷àþòñÿ. 
Ãîñïîäü Ñàìú íàïðàâëÿåòú Ñâîþ Öåðêîâü. È ïðåáóäåòú ñú 
íåþ äî êîíöà, òàêú ÷òî íå íóæíî ìåòàòüñÿ, âïàäàòü âú åðåñü, 
îòñòóïàòü îòú â¼ðû. Ïîñë¼äóåìú ïðîñòîìó ïóòè, íå äîâ¼ðÿÿ 
ñîáñòâåííîé ìóäðîñòè... — è ïðàâîñëàâíîå îñìûñëåíiå æèçíè 
íà÷íåòú ìàëî-ïîìàëó ñêëàäûâàòüñÿ ó íàñ âú äóøàõú”.
 Êàêú î. Ñåðàôèìú ó÷èëú, òàêú æèëú è ñàìú. Îäíàæäû 
îäèíú íîâîîáðàùåííûé ñòóäåíòú äàëú åìó ïî÷èòàòü ñâîé 
ðåôåðàòú î Êàíò¼ è ñïðîñèëú åãî ìí¼íiÿ. È î, Ñåðàôèìú, 
êîòîðûé ïðîøòóäèðîâàëú íå òîëüêî Êàíòà, íî è ìíîãèõú 
ôèëîñîôîâú, î êîòîðûõú ñòóäåíòú íèêîãäà è íå ñëûõàëú, 
îòâ¼òèëú: “Ñëèøêîìú óìíî äëÿ ìåíÿ”, — îíú õîò¼ëú ýòèìú 
ïðåïîäàòü óðîêú ïðîñòîòû è ñìèðåíiÿ.
 Îäèíú ìîíàõú ïði¼õàëú âú Ïëàòèíó, íàñëûøàâøèñü 
î ãëóáîêèõú è ðåâíîñòíûõú ïèñàíiÿõú î. Ñåðàôèìà, è ïîòîìó 
ïîáàèâàëñÿ åãî. Âèäÿ åãî ñåäèíû (î. Ñåðàôèìú ðàíî ñòàëú 
ñèëüíî ñ¼ä¼òü) è ïðîíèöàòåëüíûé âçãëÿäú, îíú ðàñòåðÿëñÿ 
è íå çíàëú, î ÷åì ãîâîðèòü. “À âû çíàåòå, êàêiå ñîáèðàòü 
ãðèáû?” — âäðóãú ñïðîñèëú î. Ñåðàôèìú è, áóäó÷è îïûòíûìú 
ãðèáíèêîìú, ðàçñêàçàëú ãîñòþ, êàêiå ñú¼äîáíûå ãðèáû 
ðàñòóòú âú îêðóã¼. Ó áðàòà íà äóø¼ ïîëåã÷àëî, îíú ðàäú áûëú 
óñëûøàòü ÷òî-íèáóäü î ïðîñòîé ìîíàøåñêîé æèçíè.
 Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú î÷åíü áîÿëñÿ è íå ëþáèëú ïîõâàëú 
è âñåãäà ñòàðàëñÿ îáðûâàòü ò¼õú, êòî íà÷èíàëú ïðåâîçíî-
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ñèòü åãî. Îòëè÷èòåëüíûìú åãî êà÷åñòâîìú áûëî òåðï¼íiå è 
óì¼íiå ïåðåíîñèòü òðóäíîñòè. Îíú íå ôàðèñåéñòâîâàëú, íå 
íàïóñêàëú íà ñåáÿ “äóõîâíàãî” âèäà. Ìîæíî áûëî âèä¼òü, êàêú 
îíú øóòèëú, ñì¼ÿëñÿ, èãðàëú âú ñí¼æêè ñú ìàëü÷èøêàìè, 
ïði¼çæàâøèìè âú ìîíàñòûðü.
 Ïî ñîâ¼òó î. Ãåðìàíà, î. Ñåðàôèìú ñòàëú ïèñàòü “Ðó-
êîâîäñòâî äëÿ îáðàòèâøèõñÿ âú Ïðàâîñëàâiå”. Îñíîâíûå 
åãî ñîâ¼òû áûëè òàêîâû: íå óïîâàòü íà ñåáÿ è ñâîè ñèëû è 
ìí¼íiÿ, à ðóêîâîäñòâîâàòüñÿ ñîâ¼òàìè áîë¼å îïûòíûõú 
è ó÷åíiåìú ñâÿòûõú Îòöîâú; íå ïîäõîäèòü êú â¼ð¼ êàêú 
êú ÷åìó-òî àáñòðàêòíîìó; íå ìíîãîñëîâèòü î Öàðñòâ¼ 
Íåáåñíîìú, à ñîñðåäîòî÷èòü âñå âíèìàíiå íà äóõîâíîé æèçíè 
è äåðæàòüñÿ ïîäàëüøå îòú ñëàâû è îáùåñòâåííàãî âíèìàíiÿ; 
íå óâëåêàòüñÿ äóõîâíûìè à ïåðåæèâàíiÿì è” (ñèìïòîìû 
ýòîãî — âîçáóæäåííîå ñîñòîÿíiå, îáèëiå “âåëèêèõú” ñîáûòié è 
çíàìåíié, êèïåíiå êðîâè, âûñîêié ñòèëü ðàçãîâîðà — ñâèä¼òåëü-
ñòâà îòñóòñòâiÿ ñìèðåíiÿ), à òðåçâèòüñÿ âíóòðåííå è èñêàòü 
ñîâ¼òà ó ñâÿòûõú îòöîâú è âú æèòiÿõú ñâÿòûõú; íå âïàäàòü âú 
èçëèøíåå êðèòèêàíñòâî èëè, íàîáîðîòú, ïðåâîçíîøåíiå òîãî 
èëè èíîãî ñâÿùåííèêà, ìîíàñòûðÿ, ïðèõîäà è ò. ä., ñ÷èòàòüñÿ 
ñú ìí¼íiåìú äðóãèõú è íå íàâÿçûâàòü âî ÷òî áû òî íè ñòàëî 
ñâîè âêóñû, êàêèìè áû ïðàâèëüíûìè îíè íå êàçàëèñü; 
ó÷èòü äðóãèõú áåçú ãðóáîñòè è íåäîáðîæåëàòåëüíîñòè, 
èçá¼ãàòü ðàçäîðîâú ïî âòîðîñòåïåííûìú âîïðîñàìú. Ïðè 
ýòîìú, ïðåäîñòåðåãàÿ íîâîîáðàùåííûõú îòú êðàéíîñòåé, î. 
Ñåðàôèìú áûëú äàëåêú îòú òîãî ÷òîáû ïðîòèâîïîñòàâëÿòü 
èìú ïðàâîñëàâíûõú ïî ðîæäåíiþ è âîñïèòàíiþ. Í¼êîòîðûå 
âú ÐÏÖÇ ñ÷èòàëè, ÷òî âñ¼ á¼äû ïðîèñõîäÿòú îòú 
íîâîîáðàùåííûõú, íî î. Ñåðàôèìú ñú ýòèìú íå ñîãëàøàëñÿ: 
Öåðêîâü äîëæíà áûòü îòêðûòà äëÿ âñ¼õú, à íå òîëüêî äëÿ 
“èçáðàííûõú”. “Âîñïèòàííûå âú Ïðàâîñëàâiè ñú ä¼òñòâà 
îáëàäàþòú òåðï¼íiåìú, íî íå ðâåíiåìú, — ïèñàëú îíú. — Ó 
íîâîîáðàùåííûõú ðâåíiÿ ïðåäîñòàòî÷íî, íî í¼òú òåðï¼íiÿ. 
Ëó÷øå âñåãî, êîãäà ðâåíiå çàêàëåíî òåðï¼íiåìú. Îäíàêî, 
ñîâðåìåííàÿ Öåðêîâü çà÷àñòóþ îáðàùàåòú ñìèðåíiå è 
òåðï¼íiå âú ïàññèâíîñòü è òðóñëèâîå âûæèäàíiå, ÷òî 
ïðèâîäèòú êú ïîëíîìó áåçä¼éñòâiþ. Ðåâíîñòíûõú æå íî-
âîîáðàùåííûõú ÷àñòî óïð¼êàþòú âú “ïðåëåñòè”, èõú îò-
òàëêèâàþòú, ÷òî, åñòåñòâåííî, íàíîñèòú âðåäú. Ïðèìåìú 
æå êú ðóêîâîäñòâó Ñâÿùåííîå Ïðåäàíiå, èáî ýòî è åñòü 
ìóäðîñòü Öåðêâè”. Âú ïðîòèâîáîðñòâ¼ ðóññêîé è ãðå÷åñêîé 
òðàäèöié î. Ñåðàôèìú òàêæå íå ïðèíèìàëú íè÷üþ ñòîðîíó. 
“Ìû âñ¼ åäèíû âî Õðèñò¼, è óæú ñîâñ¼ìú íåïîçâîëèòåëüíî 
èçú-çà íàöiîíàëüíûõú ðàçëè÷iè ñ¼ÿòü ñîïåðíè÷åñòâî ìåæäó 
ïðàâîñëàâíûìè. Íàìú åñòü ÷åìó ïîó÷èòüñÿ äðóãó äðóãà, 
íî è ò¼ìú è äðóãèìú íóæíî ó÷èòüñÿ âú ïåðâóþ î÷åðåäü ó 
Ñïàñèòåëÿ íàøåãî Ièñóñà Õðèñòà ïîçíàâàòü ÷èñòûå èñòîêè 
Åãî Öåðêâè!”
 Âú 1979 ã. í¼ñêîëüêî æåíùèíú, äóõîâíî 
îêîðìëÿâøèõñÿ âú èõú ñêèòó, ð¼øèëè îêîí÷àòåëüíî 
ïîñâÿòèòü ñåáÿ ìîíàøåñêîé æèçíè. Óäàëîñü êóïèòü ó÷àñòîêú 
çåìëè âú 12-òè ìèëÿõú îòú ñêèòà, è òàìú áûëà îñíîâàíà 
æåíñêàÿ îáèòåëü âî èìÿ áëàæ. Êñåíiè Ïåòåðáóðãñêîé, ïðîñëàâ-
ëåííîé âú 1978 ã. Äóõîâíèêîìú ñåñòåðú ñòàëú î. Ñåðàôèìú 
è ñòîëêíóëñÿ çä¼ñü ñú èíûìè çàáîòàìè, ÷¼ìú âú ìóæñêîìú 
ìîíàñòûð¼. Æåíùèíû îòëè÷àëèñü áîëüøåé âûíîñëèâîñòüþ 
è äóõîâíîé çð¼ëîñòüþ, ÷¼ìú ìóæ÷èíû-ïîñëóøíèêè, íî ó 
íèõú áûëè ñâîè “á¼ñîâñòâà”, íàïðèì¼ðú, çëîïàìÿòíîñòü. 
Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú ó÷èëú èõú ñìèðåíiþ, ëþáâè, ïðîùåíiþ, 

îòêðîâåííîñòè. Âú ñâîåé îáèòåëè ñåñòðû òàêæå ñîâåðøàëè 
ïîëíûé êðóãú áîãîñëóæåíié.
 ...
 Âú 1982 ã. íà ïðàçäíèêú Ïðåîáðàæåíiÿ î. Ñåðàôèìú 
ïî îáûêíîâåíiþ âûñòóïèëú ñú ïðîïîâ¼äüþ ïîäú îòêðû-
òûìú çâ¼çäíûìú íåáîìú. Âú ýòîé ñâîåé ïîñë¼äíåé, êàêú 
îêàçàëîñü, ïðîïîâ¼äè îíú ãîâîðèëú ñëóøàâøèìú î ö¼ëè 
íàøåãî çåìíàãî ïóòè, î æèçíè ãðÿäóùåé. “Ìû æèâåìú âú 
êîíö¼ âðåìåíú. Âñå îò÷åòëèâ¼å çíàìåíiÿ àíòèõðèñòà, êú åãî 
âîöàðåíiþ ãîòîâèòñÿ âåñü ìiðú ñåé. È õðèñòiàíàìú âûïàäóòú 
íåñëûõàííûÿ èñïûòàíiÿ â¼ðû è ëþáâè êî Õðèñòó. Íàìú 
ïðèäåòñÿ ñêðûâàòüñÿ âú ïóñòûíè... Ñêðûâàòüñÿ íàäîáíî 
íå äëÿ òîãî, ÷òîáû ñïàñòè ñâîþ æèçíü çåìíóþ, à ÷òîáû 
âûãàäàòü âðåìÿ è óêð¼ïèòü äóøè ïåðåäú ïîñë¼äíåé áèòâîé. 
Íà÷èíàòü íóæíî óæå ñåé÷àñú. Õîòÿ áû áîðîòüñÿ ñú ìåëêèìè 
ñòðàñòèøêàìè, ïàìÿòóÿ, ÷òî èñòèííûé äîìú íàøú íå çä¼ñü, 
íà çåìë¼, íî íà íåáåñàõú. Òàêú ïîòðóäèìñÿ æå ðàäè íàøåãî 
íåáåñíàãî äîìà, êàêú ãîâîðèëú ïðåïîäîáíûé Ãåðìàíú. Êú 
çâ¼çäàìú! Êú çâ¼çäàìú!”

5. “Ñêîí÷àâñÿ âìàë¼, èñïîëíè ë¼òà äîëãà, óãîäíà áî á¼ 
Ãîñïîäåâè äóøà åãî…”

 Ïîñë¼ Ïðåîáðàæåíiÿ î. Ñåðàôèìú çàáîë¼ëú è íå ìîãú 
áîë¼å ïðèñóòñòâîâàòü íà áîãîñëóæåíiÿõú. Ñú íèìú è ðàíüøå 
áûâàëè íåäîìîãàíiÿ, íî îíú íèêîãäà íå æàëîâàëñÿ, è òðóäíî 
áûëî ñóäèòü, íàñêîëüêî îíú áîëåíú. Í¼ñêîëüêî äíåé áîëè íå 
ïðåêðàùàëèñü. Ïðèøëîñü ëå÷ü âú áîëüíèöó. Îêàçàëîñü, ÷òî ó 
íåãî îòêðûëàñü î÷åíü ð¼äêàÿ è îïàñíàÿ áîëåçíü êèøå÷íèêà. 
Âðà÷è ñä¼ëàëè äâ¼ îïåðàöiè, íî áîëåçíü íå îñòàíîâèëàñü. 
Ñîñòîÿíiå åãî áûëî áåçíàäåæíûìú. Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú ëåæàëú, 
âåñü âú èãëàõú êàïåëüíèöú è íåâûíîñèìî ñòðàäàëú îòú áîëè. 
Ó åãî ïîñòåëè ïîñòîÿííî äåæóðèëú êòî-òî èçú áðàòiè èëè 
äðóçåé. Íàäú áîëüíûìú ñîâåðøèëè åëåîñâÿùåíiå. Åãî ÷àñòî 
ïðè÷àùàëè, íî åãî ñîñòîÿíiå âñå óõóäøàëîñü. Ãîâîðèòü î. 
Ñåðàôèìú íå ìîãú. ×åðåçú í¼ñêîëüêî äíåé ó íåãî ñòàëè 
îòêàçûâàòü ðàçëè÷íûå îðãàíû, è 20 àâãóñòà / 2 ñåíòÿáðÿ 1982 
ã. îíú ñêîí÷àëñÿ. Åìó áûëî 48 ë¼òú.
 Åãî ïðåäñìåðòíûå ñòðàäàíiÿ, ìó÷èòåëüíûÿ, íî 
ïðåäú ëèöîìú â¼÷íîñòè íåäîëãiÿ, áûëè ïîñë¼äíåé ñòóïåíüþ 
åãî äóõîâíàãî âîñõîæäåíiÿ, ïîäâåäÿ êú âðàòàìú Öàðñòâà 
Íåáåñíàãî. “Èáî êðàòêîâðåìåííîå ëåãêîå ñòðàäàíiå íàøå 
ïðîèçâîäèòú âú áåçì¼ðíîìú ïðåèçáûòê¼ â¼÷íóþ ñëàâó” (2 
Êîð. 4:17).
 Ò¼ëî î. Ñåðàôèìà, îáëà÷åííîå âú ìîíàøåñêîå è 
ñâÿùåííè÷åñêîå îä¼ÿíiå, âú ïðîñòîìú äåðåâÿííîìú ãðîáó 
îñòàâèëè äî ïîõîðîíú âú ìîíàñòûðñêîé öåðêâè. Êðóãëûå 
ñóòêè ÷èòàëè Ïñàëòèðü. Çà òðè äíà, ïðîøåäøèå ñú ìî-
ìåíòà ñìåðòè äî ïîãðåáåíiÿ, ò¼ëî íå îêîñòåí¼ëî, íå íà÷àëî 
ðàçëàãàòüñÿ, íåñìîòðÿ íà ë¼òíþþ æàðó. Êîæà îñòàâàëàñü 
òåïëîé, ìÿãêîé, çîëîòèñòîé íà âèäú. Ëèöî î. Ñåðàôèìà 
âú ãðîáó ïðîÿñíèëîñü, ðàçãëàäèëîñü, âîñçñiÿëî ïîêîåìú 
è ñ÷àñòüåìú è áûëî òàêèìú êðàñèâûìú, ÷òî íåñìîòðÿ íà 
îáû÷àé çàêðûâàòü ëèöî ïî÷èâøàãî ñâÿùåííèêà è ìîíàõà, 
ýòîãî ä¼ëàòü íå ñòàëè. Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú ëåæàëú áóäòî æèâîé 
è âûãëÿä¼ëú ìîëîæå, ÷¼ì ïðè æèçíè.
 Âú äåíü ïîõîðîíú ìîíàñòûðñêàÿ öåðêîâü áûëà ïåðå-
ïîëíåíà. Îòï¼âàíiå ñîâåðøàëè Àðõiåïèñêîïú Àíòîíié è 
Åïèñêîïú Íåêòàðié. Íàðîäó ñîáðàëîñü ñòîëüêî, ÷òî ìíîãèìú 
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ïðèøëîñü ñëóøàòü ñëóæáó ñî äâîðà. Åïèñêîïú Íåêòàðié, 
óâèäåâú ñðåäè ïðèøåäøèõú óáèòóþ ãîðåìú ìàòü Áðèãèòòó, 
íàñòîÿòåëüíèöó æåíñêîé îáèòåëè áëæ. Êñåíiè, óò¼øèëú 
åå: “Ìîëèòåñü íå çà îòöà Ñåðàôèìà, à îòöó Ñåðàôèìó!” 
Êîãäà ãðîáú î. Ñåðàôèìà îïóñòèëè âú ìîãèëó è çàñûïàëè 
çåìëåé, âñåîáùàÿ ñêîðáü ñòàëà ñìå¼íÿòüñÿ ðàäîñòüþ 
— íå ñãîâàðèâàÿñü, âñ¼ çàï¼ëè “Õðèñòîñú âîñêðåñå èçú 
ìåðòâûõú”. Âú òå÷åíiå ñîðîêà äíåé åæåäíåâíî ñîâåðøàëèñü 
çàóïîêîéíûÿ ëèòóðãiè ïî î. Ñåðàôèìó. Íà ñîðîêîâîé äåíü 
âú ìîíàñòûðü ïði¼õàëú Âëàäûêà Íåêòàðié ñú í¼ñêîëüêèìè 
ñâÿùåííèêàìè. Ñîâåðøèâú ëèòóðãiþ è ïàíèõèäó íà ìîãèë¼, 
îíú îáðàòèëñÿ êú ñîáðàâøèìñÿ ñú ïðîïîâ¼äüþ, êîòîðóþ 
çàêîí÷èëú ñëîâàìè: “Îòåöú Ñåðàôèìú áûëú ïðàâåäíèêîìú, 
ìîæåòú áûòü, äàæå ñâÿòûìú”. Ñâÿùåííèêú, ïåðåâîäèâøié 
åãî ïðîïîâ¼äü íà àíãëiéñêié, çàïíóëñÿ ïðè òàêîìú ñì¼ëîìú 
çàÿâëåíiè è ïîïðîñèëú óòî÷íèòü. Òîãäà Âëàäûêà ãðîìîã-
ëàñíî ïîâòîðèëú: “Äà! Ñâÿòûìú!” Îòú ìîãèëû ïîøëè âú 
õðàìú, è íà ïîðîã¼ Âëàäûêà Íåêòàðié îñòàíîâèëñÿ è âî 
âåñü ãîëîñú çàï¼ëú âåëè÷àíiå: “Óáëàæàåìú òÿ, ïðåïîäîáíå 
îò÷å Ñåðàôèìå, è ÷òåìú ñâÿòóþ ïàìÿòü òâîþ, íàñòàâíè÷å 
ìîíàõîâú è ñîáåñ¼äíè÷å Àíãåëîâú!” Ìîíàõè ñâÿùåííèêè 
è ïàëîìíèêè ïîäõâàòèëè, è ñíîâà ãîðå÷ü ðàçëóêè ñú î. 
Ñåðàôèìîìú ñêðàñèëàñü ðàäîñòüþ.
 Òàêú íà÷àëîñü ïî÷èòàíiå î. Ñåðàôèìà, êîòîðîå çà-
ò¼ìú ïåðåøëî è âú Ðîññiþ. Ñåé÷àñú âú íàøåé ñòðàí¼ íà-
ïèñàíî óæå í¼ñêîëüêî èêîíú ïðåïîäîáíàãî Ñåðàôèìà Ðîóçà 
è ñëóæáà åìó.

Ïðåïîäîáíå îò÷å Ñåðàôèìå, ìîëè Áîãà î íàñú!

Òðîïàðü ïðåïîäîáíàãî. Ãëàñ 3.

ßâèëñÿ åñè ñâ¼òú Âîñòîêà ìûñëåííàãî ñûíîâîìú ñòðàíû 
çàïàäíûÿ, èçâîäÿ èõú îòú òìû íåâ¼äåíiÿ ñëîâîìú òâîèìú, è 
ñîîáðàçíîå òîìó æèòiå ÿâëÿÿ, âú ïóñòûíè ïîäîáíî äðåâíèìú 
îòöåìú ïîæèëú åñè âú íåé æå è ò¼ëîìú íûí¼ ïî÷èâàåøè, 
íàñëåäèå ñûé íåêðàäîìîå ó÷åíèêîìú òâîèìú, ñú íèìè æå è 
ìû âåëåãëàñíî âîïiåìú òè, ñïàñàé íàñú ìîëèòâàìè òâîèìè 
Ñåðàôèìå, ïðåïîäîáíå îò÷å íàøú.

Òàòüÿíà Ñåíèíà
ÂÅÐÒÎÃÐÀÄÚ-Èíôîðì

¹8, 1999 ã.
 

Ñòàòüÿ ïåðåïå÷àòàåòñÿ ñú í¼êîòîðûìè ñîêðàùåíiÿìè:
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  For His Soul 
Pleased the Lord 

    In one of the last sermons I heard him give, Hieromonk 
Seraphim said quietly and simply, as he had said so 
many times before: “Be kind to one another. Smile, and 
be cheerful. Carry one another’s burdens for the sake 
of Christ.”
    The death of Fr. Seraphim on August 20/September 
2 has removed from the midst of this small, struggling 
mission of St. Herman of Alaska a faithful servant of God 
who, while able to grasp deep theological principles, 
never once strayed from the path of Gospel simplicity, 
fulfilling the Scriptural description of a righteous man, 
who “bringeth forth wisdom” (Wis. 4:ll).What was Fr. 
Seraphim to us?
    As our readers know, he was a contributing editor: 
in addition to editorials and signed articles, he also 
produced many translations (for which he never took 
credit) and unsigned articles. More importantly, he was 
the constant conscience of our. staff, encouraging us 
and urging us on, but also gently reminding us when 
we had (in one of his favorite expressions) “missed 
the point.” And what was the point? To bring basic 
Orthodox Christianity to as many Americans as will 
listen. Nothing more: an apparently simple task; but 
also, nothing less: a labor of gigantic proportions. He 
believed in us, stubborn and stupid as we usually were, 
and more than that, he believed in the importance and 
value of this work and had great expectations for it.
      I write these words, now, with tears, for Fr. Seraphim 
was my co-worker and collaborator as well as my 
conscience. I never sat down at the typewriter without 
Fr. Seraphim figuratively looking over my shoulder; I 
knew that I would never have to trust myself. Now, my 
heart breaks, and only Christ can console.
      Many may not know that Fr. Seraphim was also the 
co-editor of the scholarly-theological publication, “The 
Orthodox Word,” and cofounder of the, Brotherhood of 
St. Herman of Alaska, as well as the author of many 
book. Of these equally important aspects of his life it 
must be for others to write. For · myself, I would like to 
reveal to our readers a little of what Fr. Seraphim, the 
priest, the pastor, was.

http://www.portal-credo.ru/site/print.php?act=monitor&id=330
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      The essence of this priest-monk could be found 
in his sermons, which were always brief, to the point, 
intended to touch our hearts and “humble us down” (as 
he liked to say), and show us what Christ expects of us. 
I remember the first time he came to our Etna Mission 
to serve Divine Liturgy. For some reason now forgotten, 
the Liturgy was in the middle of the night. As he turned 
from the Holy Table to read the Gospel, a candle in one 
hand illuminating both the Sacred Scriptures and his 
pale face, I thought to myself: This is what it was like in 
the catacombs; and this is what it is like in the persecuted 
underground Church of Russia today! In these sermons 
we saw a heart as warm and loving as could be found 
anywhere in this cold world, and a mind uncluttered 
and penetrating, produced not by this dismal world, but 
by grace. “Only struggle a little bit more,” he would 
urge us, “Carry your crosses without complaining; 
don’t think you’re anything special; don’t justify your 
sins and weaknesses, but see yourself as you really are; 
and, especially, love one another.” The words of Christ. 
Indeed, Fr. Seraphim showed forth Christ to us in both 
word and example.
       In conversation he was the proverbial “man of 
few words .” He had no interest in idle chatter, seldom 
expressed a personal preference for anything, and 
disliked fakery of all kinds, often speaking of the 
“Disneyland” mentality of America, which was making 
it impossible for people to seek and find the truth. He 
worried about the fact that most of us are “unconscious”: 
we are so abysmally ignorant of the great truths of our 
Faith that we do not share Orthodoxy with others. “Be 
awake, aware, informed!” he would plead. “Don’t leave 
it to others to understand and ‘digest’ Orthodoxy for 
you; and don’t keep Orthodoxy to yourselves as though 
it were some private treasure: share it.”
    In Church life, Fr. Seraphim represented a particular 
view (which is also the dominant position of our Russian 
Orthodox Church Abroad); he called it the “Royal 
Path” of moderation and balance in all things. This was 
not a popular view, however: some, whose concept of 
Orthodoxy had been reduced to an ecumenist position, 
thought him a dangerous fanatic; others, suffering from 
“zeal without understanding,” accused him of betraying 
Orthodoxy. All this he suffered, being maligned both in 
person, by letter, and in the press.
    Still others, who could not understand either his 
writings or his sermons, and judged him primarily by 
his appearance, saw his dusty and tattered robes and 

long, matted beard, and disdained him. He did not fit 
their “image” of a priest or a monk. Behind his back he 
was more than once called a “dirty monk.” The fact is, 
he was a true monk, an angel in the flesh, dead to this 
world but alive to the next, and more concerned about 
purifying his soul than adorning his body. His example 
was a reproach to us all.
    Of course, while he lived we did not fully appreciate 
him. We took him for granted, just as we always do with 
those we love. We thought that in spite of his fragile 
health he would nonetheless always “be there.” He had 
only just turned 48--still a young man--with so much 
work unfinished; his course as an Orthodox Christian 
only lasted just over twenty short years. And then, after 
a brief but terrifyingly intense illness, he was gone, so 
that, “having been a little chastised he shall be greatly 
rewarded, for God proved him and found him worthy of 
Himself” (Wis. 3:4).
    In the Praktikos there is found this passage: “The 
death of his father was announced to a certain monk. 
He turned to the messenger who had brought him the 
news and replied: ‘Stop your blasphemies. My father 
is immortal!’” That was how I felt when I received the 
news of Fr. Seraphim’s repose: he is not dead; he is now 
truly alive, in Christ! He has gone to the next world to 
be with his beloved Archbishop John, St. Paisius, and 
the saints of Gaul and the Northern Thebaid, whose 
lives he had translated and printed.
    What a man was this! Brothers and sisters-our dear 
Readers--we shall not soon see his like again! I am 
filled with gratitude to God for having given him to us, 
even for such a brief time. And I believe with all my 
heart and soul that he has now heard the blessed voice 
of the Master speak these precious words:

Fr: Alexey Young

http://www.roca.org/OA/22/22a.htm
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 Hieromonk Seraphim Rose, co-founder and co-editor 
of The Orthodox Word and cofounder of the St. Herman of 
Alaska Brotherhood and Monastery at Platina, California, 
reposed in the Lord on Sept. 2, 1982 n.s. Born tn 1934 in 
California, he was raised in a typical American Protestant 
family. He graduated from Pomona College in the Los Angeles 
area, and later received his M.A. in Chinese (Mandarin) from 
the Universityof California at Berkeley.
 He first encountered true Orthodoxy as a result of the 
1ecture of newly-graduated Jordanville seminarian Gleb (Abbot 
Herman) Podmoshenskyin 1961. By 1963 the establishment 
of the St.Herman of Alaska Brotherhood, as a missionary 
endeavor toward the conversion of English-speaking people, 
under the aegis of Blessed Archbishop John (Maximovitch) 
(+1966) had been decided upon, The Brotherhood began with 
headquarters on Geary Boulevard in San Francisco next door to 
the Cathedral which was then in process of construction. The 
Orthodox Word began publication with the January-February 
issue of 1965. The first issues were handset and printed on hand-
operated and hand-powered press. In addition to the publication 
of the magazine, an icon and book store was operated. Father 
Seraphim, with his modest smile and meek manner was there to 
greet customers and answer questions, and let his “light shine 
!”
     By 1967, in pursuance of long-range and long-standing 
plans, search began for a suitable location for a skete, so that 
full-fledged monasticism could be undertaken. Vladika John 
having reposed in 1966, the Brotherhood now had a heavenly 
patron to assist them in all their righteous endeavors. After, 
considerable searching throughout northern California, the 
present location of the St. Herman of Alaska Monastery was 
decided upon. Living quarters and the printing shop were made 
ready so that the two-hundred and-fifty-mile move northward 
from San Francisco was accomplished by Dormition of 1969. 
For one year the two members of the brotherhood labored in 
solitude and silence before they received tonsure to the Small 
Schema in October of l970. In the previous August of 1970, 
St.Herman of Alaska had been glorified in the Cathedral of the 
Holy Virgin the Joy of All That Sorrow, in San Francisco. The 
Brotherhood had labored long and tirelessly to bring this about, 
and to make known the wonders worked by St. Herman, and his 
importance for the Orthodox Church,, especially in America.
 Father Seraphim belonged to that rare species, the 
ascetics. His labors, who can tell? Perhaps only Abbot Herman. 
But others have been witnesses. Many were the nights when his 
attention could be had only with difficulty, because he was so 
enrapt in the Jesus Prayer even while at table. He demonstrated 
the virtues as few people in our time are capable of doing. He 
believed implicitly in the teaching of the Fathers that obedience 
to one’s spiritual father and director must be given without 
question. He seldom ever allowed himself to become aroused 

enough for one to call it anger.
 He built a small hut, approximately 6 x 10 feet, on the 
mountainside, so that he had a refuge from ever-i n c r e a s i n 
g numbers of visitors. He was blessed to enjoy this refuge for 
seven years, where he prepared many :- articles for publication, 
where he prayed and prepared himself to leave this world 
where he was indeed a stranger and a pilgrim, and to enter his 
heavenly homeland. He was ordained hierodeacon in January 
1977 and was raised to the rank of hieromonk on the Sunday 
of the Myrrh-bearers the same year, so that after eight years of 
desert-dwelling he and Abbot Herman were able to celebrate 
the Holy Mysteries.
      Father Seraphim was an inspiration for thousands 
of people. He gave some of the most inspiring sermons ever 
uttered in the English language. His constant counsel was: 
“Censure yourself. Never excuse yourself. If you must, or think 
you must, give way to a weakness, then be certain that you 
recognize it as a weakness, and a sin. But see your own faults 
and condemn not your brother!’’ During the latter portion of 
his life, Father Seraphim continually emphasized the need for 
spiritual attentiveness in preparation for struggles to come. He 
seemed to have an awareness, a foreknowledge, of apocalyptic 
times ahead. His message was conveyed in the well-known 
phrase: “It is later than you think.” 
 Writing both in Russian and English, Fr. Seraphim was 
able to produce a torrent of articles and books in a relatively 
short span of time--only 17 years--covering every conceivable 
subject of interest and importance to the Orthodox reader, 
including lives of saints, divine services, contemporary 
problems, and theology. He also translated many works, making 
them available in English for the first time--an incomparable 
service to English-speaking Orthodox Christians.
    Father Seraphim accomplished more for the glory of God 
and the spread of true Orthodox Christianity than any o t h e 
r person born on the American continent. May God grant him 
rest with His saints, where the light of Ills countenance shall 
visit him. And may his memory be eternal!  

Rassophore-monk, Reader Laurence
Fr. Seraphim’s first godchild

http://www.roca.org/OA/22/22b.htm
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 As the Fathers say, the extremes from both sides are 
equally harmful (We must) go on the royal path, avoiding the 
extremes on both sides. (St. John Cassian, Conference 11) 
 Central to Fr. Seraphim’s theological writings is 
the patristic idea of the “royal path”.’ He saw that American 
converts especially were inclined to look for a “formula” in 
spiritual life which too often led to a pharisaical ‘correctness’. 
“Born”-Orthodox, on the other hand, fei1 more easily into 
lukewarmness and ecumenism. The following excerpt is from 
Fr. Seraphim’s article, “The Royal Path,” (Orthodox Word, #70, 
1978) written to combat these two dangerous tendencies.  
 Оrthodox Christians live today in one of the great 
critical times in the history of Christ’s Church. The enemy 
of man’s salvation, the devil, attacks on all fronts and strives 
by all means not merely to divert believers from the path of 
salvation shown by the Church, but even to conquer the Church 
of Christ itself, despite the Saviour’s promise (Matt. 16:18), 
and to convert the very Body of Christ into an “ecumenical” 
organization preparing for the coming of his own chosen one, 
Antichrist, the great world ruler of the last days.
 Of course, we know that this attempt of Satan will fail; 
the Church will be the Bride of Christ even to the end of the world 
and will meet Christ the Bridegroom at His Second Coming 
pure and undefiled by adulterous union with the apostasy of 
this age. But the great question of our times for all Orthodox 
Christians to face is a momentous one; the Church will remain, 
but how many of us will still be in it, having withstood the 
devil’s mighty attempts to draw us away from it?
 Our times are much like those of St. Mark of Ephesus in 
the fifteenth century, when it seemed that the Church was about 
to be dissolved into the impious Union with the Latins. Nay, 
our times are even worse and more dangerous than those times; 
for then the Union was an act imposed by force from without, 
while now the Orthodox people have been long prepared for the 
approaching “ecumenical” merger of all churches and religions 
by decades of laxness, indifference, worldliness, and indulgence 
in the ruinous falsehood that “nothing really separates us” from 
all others who call themselves Christians. The Orthodox Church 
survived the false Union of Florence, and even knew a time of 
outward prosperity and inward spiritual flourishing after that; 
but after the new false Union, now being pursued with ever-
increasing momentum, will Orthodoxy exist at all save in the 
catacombs and the desert?...
 Today, more than at any other time in the 50-year 
struggle to preserve the Orthodox tradition in an age of apostasy, 
the voice of true and uncompromising Orthodoxy could be heard 
throughout the world and have a pro-found effect on the future 
course of the Orthodox Churches .... It is of critical importance, 
therefore, that this voice be actually one of true, that is, patristic 
Orthodoxy. Unfortunately, it sometimes happens, especially 
in the heat of controversy, that basically sound Orthodox 

positions are exaggerated on one side, and misunderstood on 
the other, and thus an entirely misleading impression .is created 
in some minds that the cause of true.. Orthodoxy .today .is a 
kind of extremism,” a sort of “right-wing reaction” to “official” 
Orthodox Churches. Such a political view of the struggle for 
true Orthodoxy today is entirely false. This struggle, on the 
contrary, has taken the form, among its best representatives 
today—whether in Russia, Greece, or the Diaspora--of a return 
to the patristic path of moderation, a mean between extremes; 
this is what the Holy Fathers call the ROYAL PATH.
 The teaching of this “royal path” is set forth, for example, 
in the tenth of St. Abba Dorotheus’ Spiritual Instructions, where 
he quotes especially the Book of Deuteronomy: Ye shall not 
turn aside to the right hand or to the left, but go by the royal 
path (Deut. 5:32, 17:11), and St. Basil the Great “Upright of 
heart is he whose thought does not turn away either to excess or 
to lack, but is directed only to the mean of virtue.” But perhaps 
this teaching is most clearly expressed by the great Orthodox 
Father of the 5th century, St. John Cassian, who was faced with 
a task not unlike our own Orthodox task today: to present the 
pure teaching of the Eastern Fathers to Western peoples who 
were spiritually immature and did not yet understand the depth 
and subtlety of the Eastern spiritual doctrine and were therefore 
inclined to go to extremes, either of laxness or over-strictness, 
in applying it to life. St. Cassian sets forth the Orthodox doctrine 
of the royal path in his Conference on “sobermindedness” (or 
“discretion”)--the Conference praised by St. John of the Ladder 
for its “beautiful and sublime philosophy”:
     “With all our strength and with all our effort we must strive 
by humility to acquire for ourselves the good gift of sober-
mindedness, which can preserve us unharmed by excess from 
both sides. For, as the Fathers say, the extremes from both sides 
are equally harmful--both excess of fasting and filling the belly, 
excess of vigil and excessive sleep, and other excesses.” Sober-
mindedness “teaches a man to go on the royal path, avoiding 
the extremes on both sides: on the right side it does not allow 
him to be deceived by excessive abstinence, on the left side to 
be drawn into carelessness and relaxation.”
And the temptation on the “right ,side”, is even more harmful than 
that on the “left”: “Excessive abstinence is more harmful than 
satiating oneself; because, with the cooperation of repentance, 
one may go over from the latter to a correct understanding, but 
from the former one cannot” (i.e., because pride over one’s 
“virtue” stands in the way of the repentant humility that could 
save one).
     Applying this teaching to our own situation, we may say 
that the “royal path” of true Orthodoxy today is a mean that lies 
between the extremes of ecumenism and reformism on the one 
side, and a “zeal not according to knowledge” (Rom. 10:2) on 
the other. True Orthodoxy does not go “in step with the times” 

The Royal Path
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on the one hand, nor does it make “strictness” or “correctness” 
or “canonicity” (good in themselves) an excuse for pharisaic 
self-satisfaction, exclusivism, and distrust, on the other. This 
true Orthodox moderation is not to be confused with mere luke-
warmness or indifference, or with any kind of compromise 
between political extremes. The spirit of “reform” is so much 
in the air today that anyone whose views are moulded by the 
“spirit of the times” will regard true Orthodox moderation as 
dose to “fanaticism,” but anyone who looks at the question 
more deeply and applies the patristic standard will find the 
royal path to be far from any kind of extremism.
    The Russian Church Outside of Russia has been placed, by 
God’s Providence, in a very favorable position for preserving 
the “royal path” amidst the confusion of so much of 20th-
century Orthodoxy. Living in exile and poverty in a world 
that has not understood the suffering of her people, she has 
focused her attention on preserving unchanged the faith which 
unites her people, and so quite naturally she finds herself a 
stranger to the whole ecumenical mentality, which is based on 
religious indifference and self-satisfaction, material affluence, 
and soulless internationalism. On the other hand, she has been 
preserved from falling into extremism on the “right side” (such 
as might be a declaration that the Mysteries of the Moscow 
Patriarchate are without Grace) by her vivid awareness that the 
Sergianist church in Russia is not free; one can of course have 
no communion with such a body, dominated by atheists, but 
precise definitions of its status are best left to a free Russian 
church council in the future.
    The increasing realization in recent years of the basic oneness 
of the cause of True Orthodoxy throughout the world, whether 
in the Catacomb Church of Russia, the Old Calendarists of 
Greece, or the Russian Church Outside of. Russia, has led some 
to think in terms of a “united front” of confessing Churches to 
oppose the ecumenical movement which has taken possession 
of “official” Orthodoxy. However, under present conditions this 
will hardly come to pass; and in any case, this is a “political” 
view of the situation which sees the significance of the mission 
of true Orthodoxy in too external a manner. The full dimensions 
of the True-Orthodox protest against “ecumenical Orthodoxy”, 
against the neutralized, lukewarm Orthodoxy of the apostasy, 
have yet to be revealed, above all in Russia. But it cannot 
be that the witness of so many martyrs and confessors and 
champions of True Orthodoxy in the 20th century will have 
been in vain. May God preserve His zealots in the royal path of 
true Orthodoxy, faithful to Him and to His Holy Church until 
the end of the age)

http://www.roca.org/OA/22/22c.htm

 It’s Later Than 
You Think!  

     “The more one is aware of the spirit of the times, the better 
one is able to face the problems of being a true Orthodox 
Christian in such times.”
     With these words Fr. Seraphim began his lecture 
“Orthodox Christians Facing the 1980’s ,” delivered at the 
St. Herman Summer Pilgrimage in 1979. The same basic 
theme-of developing an awareness of genuine Orthodoxy 
and preserving it in these last times-may be found in many 
of Fr. Seraphim’s writings and particularly his lectures over 
the last 5 years. An American convert himself, Fr. Seraphim 
was aware not only of the difficulty in adopting the 
Orthodox way of life, but, more importantly, of developing 
a true understanding of Orthodoxy in a country lacking all 
traditional Orthodox roots. It was not a matter of culture, but 
of the essence of Christianity and the “one thing needful.”
     At the time of his conversion, Fr. Seraphim had just begun 
what promised to be a brilliant academic career; he knew 
several languages; he was a philosopher by nature and had 
begun to write a major book on his own philosophy of life. 
His hunger to “know” the truth had taken hem beyond the 
Protestantism of his childhood, through a brief but serious 
encounter with Zen Buddhism, to the European philosophers, 
and--Dostoevsky. In Dostoevsky he discovered both a 
profound philosopher and a deeply religious man whose 
faith was Orthodoxy. This satisfied not only the highest 
aspirations of his mind, but also the deepest yearnings of 
his heart. And with all his erudition, he never lost sight of 
the fact that Orthodoxy is first and foremost a matter of the 
heart.
     It was not long before Fr. Seraphim gave himself 
wholeheartedly to the acquisition of this newly-discovered 
treasure and, like the man in the Gospel parable, he gave 
up all that he had for this “pearl of great price.” With the 
formation of the Brotherhood, Fr. Seraphim’s talents were 
used to make others aware of this treasure through the 
printed word.
     The years that followed saw a great increase in the number 
of American converts. But, as Fr, Seraphim observed, the 
spirit of the times was so unfavorable to the development 
of an Orthodox soul, that many of these converts fell into 
one extreme or another, missing the point of true Orthodoxy 
altogether. Fr. Seraphim became very concerned with the 
problem of how to communicate the “feel” of genuine 
Orthodoxy to contemporary Americans--and to cradle-born 
Orthodox who are also floundering in the sea of life. “How,” 
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he asked, “does one distinguish and get in contact with the 
true Orthodoxy of the Holy Fathers and avoid the false 
opinions of religion and Orthodoxy which are so much in 
the air now?” The first step, he said, lay in becoming aware--
-aware of one’s faith, and aware of the spirit of this world.
    A significant number of Fr. Seraphim’s articles and lectures 
are devoted precisely to making one aware of these things. 
They provide an invaluable key to the understanding of 
Orthodoxy and the means of acquiring that which is indeed, 
“the pearl of great price.”
    Below are excerpts* from some of Fr. Seraphim’s lectures 
and writings on this very important subject of Orthodoxy 
and the contemporary world. Let us all think carefully upon 
his words, planting them firmly in our hearts, and pray that 
by acting upon them we might bear the fruit of his labors, 
unto the salvation of our souls.

Facing the 1980’s 

     After painting a rather bleak picture of the situation of 
mankind today, Fr. Seraphim gave an astute prognosis of what 
to expect in the ‘80’s, how this will affect us spiritually, and 
what we should do about it. He emphasized three movements: 
the spread of communism in the free world, the increase 
of Eastern religious ideas and spiritual deception, and the 
religious awakening in Russia. The spread of communism, 
he said, we should understand from a spiritual point of 
view. He then addressed the question: How can we prepare 
ourselves to withstand the difficulties which lie ahead?
     “First of all, we must realize that the freedom we have 
in America is a precious gift which half the world has lost 
and hardly anyone else possesses to the extent we do; we are 
responsible before God for the fruitful use of this freedom.
     “Second, we must recognize the reality of Communism 
(that is to say, atheism), this plague of our times, and face 
the very real possibility that we may have to live under it 
or something very similar. Our spiritual preparation for this 
will at the same time deepen our own spiritual awareness 
and spiritual life.
     “Third, we must become informed. We must be informed 
of the sources of our Orthodox faith. We must be constantly 
reading spiritual books--the Holy Scripture, Lives of Saints, 
Holy Fathers--and all of this not for abstract knowledge, but 
to help our daily Christian life. When an atheist government 
comes, we may be entirely deprived of books and have no 
contact with Orthodox clergy for long periods--we will have 
to live then on what we have read or been told, but what We 
have absorbed and lived of Christian teaching. We will be 
required also to say a word to others--and it must be not just 
something memorized, but a living word that is part of us.--- 
The reality Communism....must make us all the more aware 
of why we believe as we do. Why do we believe in God? 

Why do we accept Jesus Christ as God and Saviour? Why 
do we belong to the Church and receive the Holy Mysteries? 
These questions become very real under Communism, and if 
our belief and commitment to Orthodoxy are not deep, they 
will fall away under persecution...”
     The religious awakening in Russia Fr. Seraphim saw as 
very positive:
    “The recovery of faith in Russia is perhaps what is most 
alive in the Orthodox world today, and it can inspire us to 
treasure our own faith all the more and increase the talent 
which God has given us to speak the truth of Orthodoxy in 
freedom.”
    He constantly warned that Orthodoxy in the free world 
faced the dangerous temptation of becoming what Fr. Dimitri 
Dudko spoke of as “spirituality with comfort”:
    “We should remember this phrase when we look at our 
own feeble Orthodoxy in the free world: are we content 
to have beautiful churches and chanting; do we perhaps 
boast that we keep the fasts and the church calendar, have 
“good icons” and “congregational singing,” that we give 
to the poor and perhaps tithe to the Church? Do we delight 
in exalted patristic teachings and theological conferences 
without having the simplicity of Christ in our hearts?--then 
ours is a “spirituality with comfort,” and we will not have 
the spiritual fruits that will be exhibited by those without 
all these “comforts” who deeply suffer and struggle for 
Christ...”Finally, he said:
     “Our most important task, perhaps, is the Christian 
enlightenment of ourselves and others. We must go deeper 
into our faith-not by studying the canons of Ecumenical 
Councils or the typicon (although they also have their place), 
but by knowing how God acts in our lives; by reading the 
lives of God pleasers in the Old and New Testaments (we 
read the Old Testament far too little--it is very instructive); 
Lives of Saints; writings of the Holy Fathers on practical 
spiritual life; the sufferings of Christians today and in recent 
years. In all of this learning our eyes must be on heaven 
above, the goal we strive for, not the problems and disasters 
of earth below...
    “Our Christian enlightenment should flower in a conscious 
Orthodox philosophy of life. This means that we know what 
we believe and what it means for our life. Our Orthodox 
Christian tradition contains the answers to all the searchings 
and legitimate questions of man’s mind...”

The Religion of the Future 

 Deeply penetrated by a precise understanding of 
patristic Orthodoxy, Fr. Seraphim was deeply aware of the 
myriad forms of spiritual deception and Christian counterfeits 
ready to ensnare those not firmly grounded in the true Faith. 
His own earlier attraction to Buddhism further enabled 
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him to make some very keen observations concerning the 
spiritual climate of our times. These formed the basis of his 
book, Orthodoxy and the Religion of the Future, excerpted 
here:
    It is deeply indicative of the spiritual state of contemporary 
mankind that the “charismatic’’ and “meditation” experiences 
are taking root among “Christians.” An Eastern religious 
influence is undeniably at work in such “Christians,” but it 
is only as a result of something much more fundamental: the 
loss of the very feeling and savor of Christianity ....
       The life of self-centeredness and self’ satisfaction lived 
by most of today’s “Christians’’ is so all-pervading that it 
effectively seals them off from any understanding at all of 
spiritual life; and when such people do undertake “spiritual 
life,” it is only as another form of self-satisfaction. This 
can be seen quite clearly in the totally false religious ideal 
both of the “charismatic” movement and the various forms 
of “Christian meditation”: all of them promise (and give 
very quickly) an experience of “contentment” and “peace.” 
But this is not the Christian ideal at all, which if anything 
may be summed up as a fierce battle and struggle. The 
“contentment” and “peace” described in these contemporary 
“spiritual” movements are quite manifestly the product of 
spiritual deception, of spiritual self-satisfaction-which is the 
absolute death of the God-oriented spiritual life. All these 
forms of “Christian meditation” operate solely on the psychic 
level and have nothing whatever in common with Christian 
spirituality. Christian spirituality is formed in the arduous 
struggle to acquire the eternal Kingdom, which fully begins 
only with the dissolution of this temporal world, and the true 
Christian struggler never finds repose even in the foretastes 
of eternal blessedness which might be vouchsafed to him in 
this life; but the Eastern religions, to which the Kingdom of 
Heaven has not been revealed, strive only to acquire psychic 
states which begin and end in this life.
      In our age of apostasy preceding the manifestation of 
Antichrist, the devil has been loosed for a time (Apoc. 20:7) 
to work the false miracles which he could not work during 
the “thousand years” of grace in the Church of Christ (Apoc. 
20:3), and to gather in his hellish harvest of those souls who 
“received not the love of the truth”(II Thes. 2:10). We can 
tell that the time of Antichrist is truly near by the very fact 
that this satanic harvest is now being reaped not merely 
among the pagan peoples, who have not heard of Christ, but 
even more among “Christians” who have lost the savor of 
Christianity. It is of the very nature of Antichrist to present 
the kingdom of the devil as if it mere of Christ. The present-
day “charismatic” movement and “Christian meditation,” 
and the “new religious consciousness” of which they are 
part, are forerunners of the religion of the future, the religion 
of ‘the last humanity, the Religion of Antichrist, and their 
chief “spiritual” function is to make available to Christians 

the demonic initiation hitherto restricted to the pagan world 
....
      What has brought humanity--and indeed Christendom--to 
this desperate state? Certainly it is not any overt worship of 
the devil which is limited always to a few people; rather; it 
is something much more subtle, and something fearful for a 
conscious Orthodox Christian to reflect on: it is the less of 
the grace of God, which follows on the loss of the savor of 
Christianity ....
    How much, then, must Orthodox Christians walk in the 
fear of God, trembling lest they lose His grace, which by 
no means is given to everyone, but only to those who hold 
the true Faith, lead a life of Christian struggle, and treasure 
the grace of God which leads them heavenward. And how 
much more cautiously must Orthodox Christians walk 
today above all, when they are surrounded by a counterfeit 
Christianity that gives its own experiences of “grace” and 
the “Holy Spirit” and can abundantly quote the Scriptures 
and the Holy Fathers to “prove” it! Surely the last times are 
near, when there will come spiritual deception so persuasive 
as to deceive, if it were possible, even the very elect (Matt. 
24,:24) ....
     Against this powerful “religious experience’’ true Orthodox 
Christians must now arm themselves in earnest, becoming 
fully conscious of what Orthodox Christianity is and how its 
goal is different from that of all other religions, “Christian” 
or non-Christian.     
     Orthodox Christians! Hold fast to the grace which you 
have; never let it become a matter of habit; never measure 
it by merely human standards or expect it to be logical or 
comprehensible to those who understand nothing higher 
than what is human .... Let all true Orthodox Christians 
strengthen themselves for the battle ahead, never forgetting 
that in Christ the victory is already ours...

http://www.roca.org/OA/22/22d.htm
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    Orthodoxy is life. If we do not live Orthodoxy, we 
simply aren’t Orthodox, no matter what formal beliefs 
we might hold.
    But life in our contemporary world has become very 
artificial, very uncertain, confusing. And we cannot 
help but be affected by this. Howls it possible for us 
as Orthodox Christians to lead other-worldly lives in 
these terrible times? How can we develop an Orthodox 
Christian view of the whole of life today which will 
help us to survive these times with our Faith intact?
    It is no exaggeration to say that, from the perspective 
of a normal life viewed even 50 years ago, life today has 
become abnormal. Fundamental values and concepts of 
behavior have been turned upside-down. The spoiled 
and pampered generations know no law except the 
fulfillment of personal happiness “now.” Parents bow 
down before their children’s whims and these same 
children grow to adulthood merely substituting their 
childhood toys and games for grown-up amusements. 
Life becomes a constant search for “fun” which is so 
empty of any serious meaning that a visitor from any 
19th century country, looking at our popular television 
programs, amusement parks, advertisements, movies, 
music – at almost any aspect of our popular culture-
would think he had stumbled across a land of imbeciles 
who have lost all contact with normal reality.
    This “plastic” culture, which has been spawned by 
the “me generation,” cannot support the development 
of normal human life, much les s inspire a genuine 
search for truth. When this “me generation” turns to 
religion-which has been happening very frequently in 
the past several decades--it is usually to a “plastic,” 
self-centered form of religion, filled with all the fantasy 
of a television program. In only a few short years this 
country has been inundated with a shocking variety of 
brainwahsing and mind-bending cults, deified guru s, 
swamis, and other self-made “holy men.” And these are 
not the only ones who vie for the total allegiance of 
souls. The secular world today presents a constant state 
of temptation which makes equally totalitarian demands 
on the soul. We are constantly confronted by it--whether 
in the background music heard everywhere in markets 
and businesses., in the public signs and billboards, and 

in the home itself where television often becomes the 
secret ruler of the household, dictating modern values, 
opinions and tastes.
    In its various forms it all speaks the same message-
-Live for the present, enjoy yourself, relax. Behind 
this message is another, more sinister undertone which 
is openly expressed today only in the official atheist 
countries which are one step ahead of the free world 
in this respect: Forget about God and any other life but 
the present one. This philosophy has forged a chain of 
concentration camps in the Soviet Union commonly 
called Gulag. As more and more people become caught 
up in the American “Disneyland” mentality, the true 
God is pushed away and unconsciously we are brought 
one step closer to our own Gulag.
    But what, one might ask, does all this have to do 
with us who are trying to lead, as best we can, a sincere 
Orthodox Christian life? It has a lot to do with it if 
we are humble enough to see that our environment, 
abnormal though it is, does have a certain effect on us. 
The question then arises: What can we do about it?
    There are two false approaches to the life around us that 
many Orthodox often make today. The most common 
one is simply to go along with the spirit of the times. 
Lacking a strong Orthodox example in their parents, 
many Orthodox young people are not even aware of the 
need to struggle against the universal temptation of this 
“narcissist” age. They readily blend in with the anti-
Christian world around them. This is death to the soul. 
As Christians we must be different from the world, and 
teach our children this difference. Otherwise there is 
no point in calling ourselves Christians, and Orthodox 
Christians at that.
    The false approach at the opposite extreme is what 
one might call false spirituality, or “super -spirituality,” 
often taken by those who have zeal without knowledge 
(Rom. 10:2). As translations of Orthodox texts on 
spiritual life are made available, one finds an increasing 
number of people talking about “hesychasm,” the Jesus 
prayer, exalted spiritual states, etc. It is wonderful to 
be inspired and to realize our high calling, but unless 
we have a very realistic and very humble awareness of 
how far away all-of us are from these Spiritual heights, 

Living an Orthodox World-View 
(Condensed from a lecture delivered by Fr. Seraphim at the St. Herman Summer Pilgrimage this year.)
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our interest will only develop into a new game which 
is just another expression of our self-centered, plastic 
universe.
    The importance of avoiding these two extremes 
of worldliness and super-spirituality cannot be 
overemphasized. This is not to say that we should not 
have a realistic awareness of the legitimate demands 
which the world makes upon us, or that we should cease 
respecting and taking sound instruction from the great 
hesychast Fathers and using the Jesus prayer ourselves, 
according to our circumstances and capacity. The point 
is that we must deeply realize what times we live in, 
how little we actually know our Orthodox faith and 
how much we must humble ourselves just to survive as 
Orthodox Christians today.

  What Can We Do? 
    What can, and should, one do to avoid the above-
mentioned extremes and to lead a truly fruitful life in 
these perilous times? Because the periods of childhood 
and youth are so critical to the formation of the soul, the 
answer to this question should be directed first of all to 
parents. They must be aware that the world seldom helps 
and almost always hinders the upbringing of a child in 
the true Orthodox spirit. Even what a child learns in 
school today is seldom free of many wrong attitudes 
and philosophies. Parents, therefore, have a great 
responsibility both to be aware of what their child is 
being exposed to --whether TV programs, sex education 
classes at school, movies, popular music--, and to 
educate their child in a proper Christian understanding 
of things. A child who is given an appreciation for good 
classical music, literature, history, art, even science, is 
at least partially inoculated against the plastic culture 
and its temptations.
    But it is not only children-it is all of us --who are facing 
a life and death struggle with the anti-Christian world 
which is indeed “too much with us” today. One who 
is converted to Orthodoxy straight from “rock” culture 
has a difficult road to follow before he can become a 
truly serious Orthodox Christian. On the other hand, the 
person who is well-acquainted with the best products of 
secular culture--which in the West almost always has 
definite religious and Christian overtones--has a much 
better chance of leading a normal, fruitful Orthodox 
life. We must not artificially isolate ourselves from the 
reality of today’s world; rather, we must learn to use 
the best things the world has to offer, for everything 

good in the world--if we are only wise enough to see it-
-points to God, and we must make use of it. Too many 
people make the mistake of limiting Orthodoxy to 
church services, set prayers, and the occasional reading 
of a spiritual book. True Orthodoxy, however, requires a 
commitment that involves every aspect of outlives. One 
is Orthodox all the time every day, in every situation of 
life--or one is not really Orthodox at all. For this reason 
we must develop an Orthodox world-view and live ft.

How Can We Develop and Support This Orthodox 
World-View in Our Daily Life? 

    The first way in which we can develop and sustain this 
Orthodox world-view is to be in constant contact with 
the sources of Christian nourishment, with everything 
that the Church gives us for our enlightenment and 
salvation: the Church services and Holy Mysteries, 
Holy Scripture, the Lives of Saints and writings of the 
Holy Fathers. And if they are to truly benefit us, we 
must have the right attitude towards them. We must 
not use them merely to gain intellectual knowledge, or 
to satisfy what we may feel is a religious obligation. 
These things must directly touch our lives and change 
them. Our Orthodox education must give us a feel for 
what is truly Christian; it must enter our hearts and be 
capable of touching other hearts.
    We must have a normal, down-to-earth attitude, one that 
is not too exalted and too much in the clouds. Likewise, 
our attitude must not be self-centered: we must never 
be “satisfied” with being Orthodox ourselves, but reach 
out with Christian love and understanding to others who 
are genuinely seeking for God--otherwise we are the 
dead burying the dead, the salt which has lost its savor. 
We must avoid worldly attitudes. A certain hardness has 
crept into Orthodox life today; too often, in place of 
love and forgiveness, one finds mistrust, criticism, and 
judgment; gossip echoes words like “fanatic,” “heretic,” 
“spy.” Without being overly naive, as Christians we 
must be loving and open. And we would be slower to 
judge if we had a little humility in looking at ourselves. 
Finally, our Christian attitude must be what, for want of 
a better word, the world calls innocent. We must strive 
to avoid being drawn into the worldly or external side 
of the Church; rather, we must concentrate on “the one 
thing needful”: Christ and the salvation of our souls.
     It is obvious to any Orthodox Christian who is aware 
of what is going on around him today, that the world is 
coming to its end. There are wars and rumors of wars, 
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widespread natural disasters, the multiplication of false 
Christs, the increasing centralization of information 
in preparation for a single world ruler--It is truly later 
than we think; the Apocalypse is now. While there is 
still time, let us tear ourselves away from this “fool’s 
paradise” and begin to heed the call of Christ.
    Outward membership in the Orthodox Church is not 
enough. In the words of Fr. George Calciu, an imprisoned 
Orthodox priest behind the Iron Curtain, “Let us build 
churches with our faith, churches which no human 
power can pull down. A church whose foundation 
is Christ.” This is possible if we have the courage to 

be different from the world around us, if we develop 
and nourish an Orthodox world-view, penetrated by a 
living, normal attitude, loving and forgiving, not self-
centered, preserving our innocence and unworldliness. 
Then, in spite of our sinfulness and inadequacy, our 
Faith will survive the shocks ahead of us and be a source 
of inspiration and salvation for those who will still be 
seeking Christ even amidst the shipwreck of humanity 
which has already begun today.

http://www.roca.org/OA/22/22E.htm

     Just before awakening on the morning of September 
2, 1982, when Fr. Seraphim was dying, I saw a dream. I 
was in the company of a priest unknown to me. who was 
reprimanding me for my sins. He told me I must never 
take offense at anyone. Together we entered a large, 
palatial hall. At the end of this hall a man was standing 
on a raised platform and singing. It was difficult to see 
him well because of the distance. In a most beautiful 
voice, he was singing the Magnification: “My soul doth 
magnify the Lord...” I said, “I don’t hear well.” The 
priest urged me to go closer and I took several steps 
forward. Then I began very clearly to hear the singing. 
The singer was a tenor with a voice like Fr. Seraphim’s 
whose singing I had heard years ago in the San Francisco 
Cathedral. That was in the early 60’s. Standing in the 
cliros, he alone sang the entire Matins service from 
beginning to end. Never in my life had I heard more 
prayerful singing. My soul was uplifted to the heights 
.... Now in my dream, I heard that same incomparable 
singing. It was the same voice, but it sounded like that 
of an angel, a dweller of paradise. This was heavenly, 
unearthly singing.
    Waking up, I understood that there was no hope for 
Fr. Seraphim’s recovery.
     Having the greatest admiration for the newly-reposed 
Fr. Seraphim, and valuing highly his achievements 
before God, I would like to write a few words about 

an attribute of his which is most dear and close to my 
heart. This is his faithfulness to genuine Orthodoxy. fie 
did not have the slightest divergence with the teaching 
of the Church; he did not hold to any personal opinions. 
My late husband, Ivan M. Kontzevitch, was the same, 
having several university degrees and, towards tile end 
of his life completing theological academy. It never 
entered his mind to sin against the teachings of the 
Church.
     The teaching of the Orthodox Church is not a product 
of the minds or the deliberations of the great Fathers 
of the Church. The Holy Spirit Himself inspired them 
with this teaching. It is for this reason that Orthodoxy 
is unshakable. Every offense against the Holy Spirit is 
an unforgivable sin (Matt. 12:31, 32). Faithfulness to 
Orthodoxy in our difficult and troubled times is of great 
value. Fr. Seraphim was a burning and illuminating 
lamp. He left us his light in his writings. Glory to God 
for ail things.

Helene Kontzevitch

http://www.roca.org/OA/22/22h.htm

  Confessor of True Orthodoxy 
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