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GEATO-RO3HECENCKON LEPKRH
Bb ropoab Cakpamenrto
3anapHo-AMepHKAHCKAR enapXis
Pycckan Ilparocaagnan Ilepkorn 3arpannueri
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POXAECTBEHCKOE ITOC/AAHIE

Ilepsoiepapxa
Pycckoit IIpasocaasnoit Llepksu 3arpanuieii

IIpeocssamiennsle cobpaThs-apXUITacTBIPY, BCedecT-
HbI€ OTIIBI-COCAY>KUTeAN, AOPOTie
Opartbs1, cecTpbl 1 AB5TH Mou BO XpucTh!

[Ipumure Moe T1IepBOe  POXKAECTBEHCKOe
npusbrcTBie Kakb [Tepsoiepapxa Pycckon [Tpasocaas-
Hou Ilepksu 3arpanunein. Jas HOBaro u CToAb BBICO-
Karo cAy>keHist Hy>K4al0ch Bb 0co00it Muaoctu boxxiers,
OOHOBASIOINIeN MO CKYAHBIA CUABL. YCepAHO IIPOITy
Bach MOANUTBCS O TOMB, UTOOBI l'0CII0Ab yKpBIIMAD ObI
MEHsI Ha AOCTOIHOe
cayxenie Csaroir IlepkBu 1 A1044AMBb Ha STOMB HO-
BOMB M OTBBTCTBEHHOM'S ITOCAYIIIaHIN.

BB 9111 cBATHIE AHM TPUBBTCTBYIO BCAXD BaCh Cb
BeAVKIMB TOp>KecTBOM'b PoskaecTsa Xpucrosa n3b Ja-
aexaro Cuanesi, KaeedpaabHaro rpaga ABcTpaairicko-
Hososzeaanackoir enapxin. Keaaro BcEMb rayOOKilt u
HeOTbeM/AeMBII MUPb, BOCITBTBIN aHTeAaMU HaAdb Ipa-
A0MB BueseeMckuM®b BB Ty CBATYIO HOUB, Korga «Cao-
BO CTazA0 na0t1hio» (loan. 1, 14).

Cp PoxxaectBomMds XPpUCTOBBIMD IPUXOAUTD U
HOBBIN TOAb. Bpems OBXuTh, ro4hb 3a TOA0Mb, A4€Hb 3a
AHeMb. Yea0BBKy He OTKPBITO, YTO MOXKeTH IIOCBTUTh
ero Bb TeueHie roga. Ho Bce ko 6aary yeaosbka. Ecan-
Obl ye10BBKb 3apaHbe 3HaAh O IpsAYIeMb CdacTin, OHb
MoOr'b OBl IIpeaaThbcs 0e3ABIICTBIIO; Cb APYTON CTOPO-
HBI, U 3apaHbe 3HaTh O IIPeACTOSIINXD HeM30 B XKHBIXD
CTpajaHisIXb OBIA0O ObI CAUIIKOMD TSAXKEAO VM HEeBBIHO-
cuMmo. IlosTomy, HapBpHOeE, [0CcII0AL U CKpBIBaeTh OTH
HaIINXb B30POBDb OyAyIIlisl COOBITiA U TEMB IIOyJaeThb
Hach Hagexab Ha Ero Gaaron Ilpombican, BeayIii
Hach Kb BbpB, cMUpeHilo 1 BBYHOMY 01a>KeHCTBY.

Bb navaab mmnyBIIaro roga oromeas ko lo-
croAy Haurb ABBa, BCbMIU AIOOMMBIA
Murponoantrs laspb, a Bb KOHILB - 0.1aroCTHBIN
Beaukiit [ocrioanas n Orterrs Halrb
Cearpimin IlaTtpiapxs Mockosekiin n Bcest Pycnu
Azexcint. Oba BOMAYTH Bb MCTOPIIO KaKb OObeANHU-
TeAl, yBpadeBaslllie pa3azbaeHis LlepKOBHBbIE Bb Pyc-
ckoit [TomBernon Lepksn. Kakb n3BBCTHO, pasgbaATh
A€TKO, AAs 9TOTO He HY>KHO OCOOBIXD yCHAiil, a 00b-
eAVHATb U HNPUMUPATH NaAlNXb AI04ell TpeOyeTb
TepIrbHisA, K0A0CCaAbHBIXb BHYTPEHHUXD CUAD, IITUPO-
Karo cepatia, BeAMKOAYIIis ¥ HeOIpaHUYeHHYIO BBpy
Bb MuaocTh boxiio. Boszaiobaennsie mon, Oyaemb
YTUTH UXb ITaMATh He TOABKO YCepAHOI MOAUTBOM, HO

U aKTUBHBIMB CcAbjoBaHieMb UX IpUMBpPY cay>KeHis
bory u a10asmb.

B cBsA3u cb konunHoM Cearhitmaro Ilarpiapxa
Aaekcisl, «pagy Ha3pBBIIUXD I[E€PKOBHBIXD HYXKAb»
(Antiox. Co6. IIp. 20), b Mocksb co3biBaeTcs
ITomBernbiin Cobops Pycckoit Ilpasocaasnon Llepk-
Bu. Bp m3Opanin nHoOBOro Caarbiimaro Ilarpiapxa
BIIEpBBIE IPUMYTh ydacTie geaeratsl oTb Pycckon 3a-
pyOesxnoit Llepksu. IlosToMy, IpusbiBalo AeAeratoBb
Kb 0.1aroropbiiHOMY 1 OTBBTCTBEHHOMY OTHOIIEHiIO Kb
csoeMy n3dpaniio, 8bab Camb Xpucrocs, [1asa Llepk-
BI, 30BeTh Ka’KJaro 13b Bach Kb y4acTilO Bb DTUXD CO-
OOPHBIXD ABSHISAXD.

IIpomry Bcbxb MOAUTBEHHO oOpaiiaThes Kb ['o-
CII0AY Cb ropsideit MOAUTBOM O TOM'D, 9TOOBI Ha IIpea-
crosimeMsd LlepkosHoMs CobGopb cosepmmaack Ero
crlacuTeAbHas BOAs, BCerda HpeMyApO HallpaBAsIO-
mas ko 0aary. Ilycrs yuactnukn Cobopa OyAyTs Ku-
BOI CI0V1, CIIOCOOHOI BHECTU PajoCTh 00b 1N30paHin
HOBOTO «BeAMKaro rocriog/Ha 1 oTiia» Bb cepAlia BChXb
yaab Pycckon IlpaBocaasnon Llepksn.

Eme pas 1mosapaBasio BCBXB CO CIlacUTeAb-
HBIMB ¥ PalOCTHBIMB Hpa3iHMKOMB Poxxjgectsa BO
naotu Iocmoga mamero Imcyca Xpwmcra, Hosoabris
n npuodavpkamoerocs Kpemienis I'ocioans. JKeaaro
BaM'b CBBTA0, 04arouyecTuso U PajoCTHO BCTPBTUTD U
IIpOBeCTM DTU CBAThbIe AHN. I1ycTh cepalie Ka>K40TO 3D
Hach CTaHeTh BepTellOMb, Bb KOTOPOMB BoccisgeTsb bo-
romaageHeryb Xpucroch, 4YTOOBl Bb HAIMXb IAa3axb,
Bb Halllell JKM3HU AI0AU BUABAM cBBTH BurbaeeMckoin
3BB34bI, DTO CisTHie HaAe>KAbI A4 BCEro ye10BbyecTsa.

BBpio, uyTo Takas Bcrpbya mpas3gHuKa CTaHeThb
HayAaydiuein npornosbapio IlpaBocaasisa cpeau okpy-
KaIOIUXDb Hach AI04eli, He NPioOIIMBIINMXCA ellle Kb
Cearon llepksu. Bbp TakoMb CBBTAOMB COCTOSHII,
HaABIOCh, MBI U ITPUCTYIUMD Kb ABsAHiAMB [ lomBeTHaro
Cobopa. AMUHB.

+ VAAPIOH'D,

Mutponoants Bocrouno-AmMeprkaHckin

n Hero-Iopkckin,

Ilepsoiepapxs Pycckoit 3apybesknoit Llepksu.
Posxaectso Xpucroso 2008/2009 r.
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POXAECTBO XPIMCTOBO Bb EBAHI'EAIN
1 Bb MICTOPI1

M CAao60 cmaro naomito, 4 00UMAAO Cb HAMU, NOAHOE OAazodamu u
ucmunot (In 1:14).

Boabe AByX®b ThICSUB ABTh Ha3aAh IIPOU3OIIA0 HEOOBIIalIHOE
cobriTie — BHBBpeMeHHBIN, BBUHBIN bors Boleas Bh UeaA0BBUECKYyIO
JCTOPiI0 U TepeBepHYAD ee. Ha Bompoch — 4UTO HOBOTO NpUHECH
Xpucrocs A10454Mb, caToit Vpuneit JioHckiit orsbuaas: «Bce HoBoe»
— omnem novitatem. VI 9T0 ABIICTBUTEABHO TaKb.

Mo>xHO 6BI10 OBl TIEPEYNCANTH MHOXECTBO BIIOAHD
OCsA3aeMBIXh  AapoBh Xpucra AIOAAMD — COBEPIIEHHO WHYIO
HPaBCTBEHHOCTh 1 Puaocopilo AMIHOCTY, TOCYAAPCTBO U IIPABO
HOBOTO THIIa, BEAUKYIO XPUCTIaHCKYIO KyAbTYpPy ¥, HaKOHeI[b, HayKy,
BOBHMKINYIO Oaarojapst geMu¢oaorusaliin okpy>kamoiero mipa. Mer
Kb HUM'B IIPUBBIKAY, 4451 HaCh OHM BpeMeHaMI He3aM BTHEL

Oanako HBKOTOpLIE YTBEP>KAAIOT, OyATO Obl XpUCTOCH He
PO>KAaAcs, IOCKOABKY eBaHTeAbCKili pa3ckadb 0 PoskgecTss XprcTOBOMD
MIPOTUBOPBUNUTH UCTOPUIECKIMD JaHHBIMD.

Wrax®s, cymecTsyeTh AM Takoe MIpOTHBOphUie Ha caMOMDB
ABaB?

Ecan Bb Hallle BpeMsl He TOPIYIOTh AIOABMU Bb 3aKOHHOMD
MOpPsAAKE, MPOBMHUBINMXCA paboOBh He pacHMHaIOTh Ha KpecTaxb, He
yCTpamBaioTh I1aAMaTOPCKUXh OOeBh U He TPaBATh MPeCcTYITHUKOBH
AbBaMI, a POAMBIINXCSI ABTell He BBIOpacHIBAIOTHh Oe3HaKa3aHHO Ha
AOpOry, TO ®TUMDB MBI 0Os3anbl Inmcycy Xpucry um Ero yuyeHumkamsb.
Kazaaocw 6p1, yxe camo 1o cebb Takoe I10J0KeHie ABAB A0AKHO
CBUABTEABCTBOBATh BB IT0AB3Y TOTO, 9TO XPMCTOCH — WCTOpUYecKas
ArgHOCTB, U Ero caosa m ABaa ABICTBUTEABHO BOIIAM BB MCTOPIIO U
U3MBHIAN ee.

Ho, kb coxazeniio, GoraTcTso 4apopb He BCerja BeaeTh Kb
0.1aroJapHOCTH 1 Pa3CyaAUTeABHOCTI. Takb, CTOPOHHUKI KPUTITIECKOIT
IIKOABI IIpOTeCTaHTCKaro OorocaoBa baypa BooOie oOTKasbIBaan
€BaHTeAbCKMMDb ITOBECTBOBAHISIMB Bb MCTOPUYECKOI JOCTOBEPHOCTH,
cyuTas, 4TO epaHreaiss ObLAM HarmcaHbl He panbe II Bbka. Oanako
HaXOAKM ApPeBHNUXDH IaNMpPyCOBh ITOCPAMUAN  TUIEPKPUTUKOB:
MaH4YecTepcKkill manmpych Ombamorekm /xoHa Poitaanga Ne457,
cogepkamiit ¢pparmentsl Epanreaist ors loanna, camoro mosAaHsro
U3b 4eTBIpexh, JaTupyeTcs apajnateiMu rojamu II BBka, TO ecTsh
KOTIisl OBlAa cO3JaHa BCEro Jepesh TPMAIATh ABTH 1Mocab HamcaHis
camoro Epanreais. Eme 6oabe mHTEpecHOe OTKpHBITie cAbaaab Bb 1994
rody HeMmelkiii mammpoaors Joktopb Kapcrens Ilerepn Tuan. Ha
OCHOBaHIN CpaBHEHisl Cb I'peYeCcKMMI PYKOIUCAMYU MepTBOro Mops,
OHB yCTaHOBUAD, uTo OKcdopackas pykomncs Margasens Koaaeaxs
No18, coaepxkamas ¢parmentsr Esanreais ore Matees, KOTOpyIO
TPaAuUIIiOHHO AaTupoBaay KOoHI[oM® II BbKa, Ha caMOM'B 4545 MOXKeTb
OTHOCUTBCS Kb IIIECTUAECATHIMb-CEMUAECITHIMD TogaMb | BBKa. «/Jaske
py 65I10MB U3ydeHin pyKOIMceil MOKHO ITOHATH, YTO OHM Ha IThABII
BBKD cTapie, YbMB ObLAO IPUHATO CINTATh BHa4aAb», — CKazadb OHb
BB CBOEM'h MHTEPBBIO. DTO O3HAYAETh, YTO MBI UMEeMb 4510 Ch IIOUTH
MNPVKU3HEHHON PYKOIIMCBIO, TaKbh Kakb Epanreaie orn Marees Obiao
HaIIIICaHO Bh COPOKOBHIe-TIATIAecsAThIe Toanl I BEka. Hut oagnHs apesHiit
JICTOpMYECKiil ICTOUHUKD He 3aCBUABTeAbCTBOBaHD Cb TaKOII CTETIEHBIO
AOCTOBBPHOCTIL.

Koraa poanacsa Xpucrocn?

CobuiTist Poxxgectsa Xpucrosa Takke Iogpepraauch atakb
runepKpuTukoBb. IlopbersoBanie epanreamcra Aykm mxoaa baypa
cynTasa cAabBIMD 1 HeAOCTOBBPHBIME, XOTSI ABIICTBUTEABHO Cephe3HEIe
CIIeIMaANCThl YPOBHA Codpa YuapsiMa Pamces xapakTepnsoBaamu CB.
/lyKy Kakb «IIepBOKJAaccHaro mcropmka». OJHako IpOTMBL pascKasza
Ayxu baypb BHIABUTAAD TPU BO3paskeHis:

1. Kakoi1 cMbpIcAD OBIAD Bb TOMDB, YTOOBI 3aCTaBASTH AIOAEIT
MOKIAATh CBOe MBCTO KUTEABCTBA VM UMATU AAs Tepenucu? Pa3sb He
AOCTaTOYHO OBIA0 OBl cOOpHIMKAMD IpPiiiTH Ha MBCTO M Ilepenmcarhb
HaceaeHie?

2. Vcropis BooO1e ymaaunBaeTh O II0A00HO Heperci.

3. Ksupnnint npasuan Cupielf Kakb MUHUMYMDB 3a AeCATH
ABTH A0 TOAAMHHO AaThl Poxxaectsa Xpucrosa.

Aast TBXb, KTO 3HaeTh UCTOpil0 PuMa 1 ero orHolueHie Kb
IIOKOPeHHEIMDB HapoJaMb, IIlepBoe BO3pa’keHie BBITAJIAUTDL BechbMa
CTpaHHBIMDB, €CAM He ckaszaTh Ooabe. Korga Pumb cumraacs cb uxs
rnmokoeMb 1n yaobctBomMb? Vae victis — «lope moOBXKAEHHBIMD».
/locTaTOYHO BCITOMHUTH KOHTEKCTh €BaHIeAbCKUXH 3arloBBAell U3b
Haropnoii ITpormosbsau: Ho kto yaaputs Tebs BB IpaBylo 1Ky TBOIO,
o0paTy Kb HeMy U APYTYIO; ¥ KTO 3aX09eTh CyAUTHCS Ch TOOOIO 1 B3SITh y
TeOs1 pyOalllKy, OTAail eMy U BePXHIOIO 04eXKAY; U KTO IIPUHYAUTD TeOst
UATU Cb HUMDB OAHO IIOIIpUINe, AU Cb HUMD ABa (Me. 5:39-41). ODru
C/A0Ba, KOHEYHO, BaXKHO [IOMHIUTH Bb AI00BIXb OOCTOSTEALCTBAXb, HO OHI
uMBAY U BITOAHD ONpe A5 AeHHBIN NCTOPIIeCcKill KOHTeKCTD: OTHOIIIeHie
nyJeeBb Kb PUMASHaMb-OKKyIlaHTaMb. BBab TH, caydyaaoch, CHUMAAU
Chb OKKYIIMPOBaHHBEIX ITOCABAHIOIO PyOallKy 1 YacTeHbKO II0ABEpraau
TOOOSIMb.

Uto kacaercs SKOOBI yA00CTBa Iepemnucy Ha MBCTh, TO 445
Hee I1OTpeOoBaAcs Obl OTPOMHBIN IITaTh HIUCIIOBD U YMHOBHUKOBD 1
3HaumMTeAbHble Hepeb3anl. [TosToMy Ha camMoMb A4BAB CyllecTBoBalo
ABa Turna nepericu. [Tepseiii — 3ammch yeaoBbKa B TOMB MECTE, TAH
OHD OKa3aAcs Ha AeHb Iepenucy. Bropoit — kaxapii 06s13aHD OBLAD
BEPHYTBCSI Kb MBCTYy CBOEro ITOCTOSIHHAroO IPOKMBAHIisA M OCTaBATLCS
TaM’b A0 ITOCTAaHOBK) Ha Ha/AOTOBBIN y4eTh. VIMEHHO TaKoil IOPIAOKD
U 3acBUABTEABCTBOBAHD Bb €TUIIETCKOMD Iarmpych oTs 104 roga mo
P. X., cogepxamemMtb cabayioljee IIOCTaHOBAEHie PUMCKaro Homapxa
l'ast Bubis: «Ilpumao Bpemst 4451 IpoBejeHis TTO40MOBOI Ieperncy,
COYTEHO HEOOXOAUMBIM'B IIPUHYAUTH BCBXD, KTO HAXOAWUTCS ITOAB THMB
VAU VHBIMB IIPeAJ0TOMD 3a IIpejelaMi CBOero MEcra IpOXKMBaHif,
BepPHYTHCS Bh CBOY 40Ma 451 TOTO, YTOOBI 40BECTH A0 KOHITA ITePerich Bh
COOTBBTCTBIN Chb IPUHATHIMD IIOCTAaHOBAeHieMb». Takoil ke IopsIA0KD
MBI HabA104aeMb U Bb pacckash Epanresis ors Ayxu: cesaroit locuds
OB1L1D M3B poda JaBljoBa, U Aake BIIOAHB BO3MOXKHO, UTO IIpeXKJae
cpoelt xusHnu Bb Hasaperts xuas Bb Bueaeemb, Ha poaunb cBOUXD
IIpeAKOBD.

Bropoe BospaskeHie — OTHOCUTEABHO TOTO, YTO JaHHAs
TIepenych BOODIIe He TPOBOANAACh — TaK>Ke HecyIriecTseHHO. CoraacHo
CBUABTEABCTBaMD AT PYCOBD, ITePETINCh MOTAa ITPOBOAUTLCS MeXKAy 9
1 6 rojaMm A0 HaIlleil 9psl. A Terlepbh 00paTUMCs Kb IIOAAMHHOI, a He
ycaosHol aaTh Poxaecrsa Xpucrosa. Vb Epanreais or» Marteest Mbr
3HaeM®b, uto Crracurean poAmAcs Bo AHM Haps Vipoja u mpoxmas Bo
BpeMsI ero MpaBAeHis OKOA0 ABYXD ABTh, IIOCKOABKY VIpoah, ncKaBIin
boromaagentia, yonas BcbXb MAaJeHIIEBb OTh ABYXb ABTDH U HICKe, TIO
BpeMeHN, KOTOpoe BhIBbgaab oTbh BoAXxBOBL (Me 2:16). Kpomb Toro,
1mockoAbKy CpsaToe CeMmeliCTBO BBIHYKAEHO OBLA0 OBXKaTh, TO elle
HBKOTOpOe BpeM:s MpoILao Bb Erunts, npexxae asms Mpoas ymeps 55
749 roay oTh ocHOBaHis PriMa, 4TO TOUHO M3BBCTHO M3 HE3aBUCUMBIXD
UCTOPUYECKUXD MICTOYHMKOBE. Mexxay TBMDb yueHslit MoHaxb JioHmcii
Maanlii, AeaaBliiii  XpOHOAOTMYECKIT — pacyeTh TIoja POKAEHis
Crracureas b Havase VI pbKa, ommOoYHO onrpeabana roas Poxxaectsa
Kakb 753 rogb oTh ocHoBanisa Puma. Cabaosareasno, Vpoas ymeps Bb
4-M roay ao Hamen gatel Poxxgecrtsa Xpucrosa u Criacuteanb J04KeHD
OBLAD POAUTEHCS KaKb padh OKOAO 6 TOAa A0 Hallleil DPEI, U, Bb TAKOMD
cayda’h, ero poxKJeHie KaKb pashb MPUXOAUAOCH Ha TOTD 5Ke TOAD, 9TO I
repench, — Kakb U CKa3aHo B EpaHreain.

Haxone1rs, TpeTbe Bo3paskeHie — 40804 OTHOCUTEABLHO TOTO,
uyro Keupnniit ynpasasas Cupueri yxe nocas Poxaecrsa Xpucrosa
— TakKe HyXXJaeTcsl Bbh Koppekiiin. Bn 1828 roay »n Pumb Onlaa
HaligeHa HaAmch, coraacHo koropoit ITy6aiit Cyapnunin Ksupunmii
AYYMBUPB (BBICIIIASI aMUHICTPATUBHAS A0AKHOCTD AASl MYHUITUITI 1
KO/IOHiiT) HapasnAb apmiio b Cupiio Heszagoaro 40 6 roga o P.? X.
(1o Hamemy AbToncyncaeHio). TakimMb 00pa3oM®, U 345Ch MBI BUAUMD
YAVBUTEABHYIO TOYHOCTD eBaHreAncTa Aykum.

Ecan BepHYTBCS Kb BOIIPOCY O TIEPEITNCH, TO, IO CBUABTEABCTBY
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Manmpycoss, Bb KOHUS I — Hagaa® Il Bbka nmocas P. X. ona mponcxoauaa
KaKJple ueThIpHaAlath AbTh. V, mo csugbreanctsy Kammenra
AzexcaHgpiiickaro, MMeHHO Ilepernuch Bb rodh Poxaecrsa Xpucrosa
00142 Ha4yaA0 DTOM cucTteMb IepenncblBaHis HaceAeHis.

PannexpucTianckie n Bu3aHTiVicKie OOTOCAOBBI UM IIePKOBHBIE ITODTEHI
BUABAM TAYOOKil CMMBOAM3MD Bb TOMDB, 4uTo Cracureab poamACs
BO BpeM: Ipasaenis OxTapiaHa ABTycTa M, TaKUMDb 0Opa3oMb, TOXKe
MOAYMHUACS HEePeIcy, KakKb U BCh rpa’kgaHe CBOeil CTpaHbL.

Hecayqartnas 3pb3ga

[Toaepraacst cOMHBHIIO TakKe M pas3cKazh OTHOCUTEABHO
npuxoja BOAXBOBL M u3Oienis Mmaagenresh. OgHako HUYEro
HeBBpOSATHATO U HEUCTOPMYHAro Bb HeMDb HBTL. ACTpOAOris Bb
ApeBHOCTHI Obl1a BeCbMa 3aMBTHBIMD SIBA€HIEMs Bb )KU3HI 00IIjecTBa, a
BOAXBBI VAU Maryt mpuiau ¢b Bocroka nau uss IapdsHckaro mapcrsa,
BO3MOXKHO — 13D BaBnaona, HacTosIIel pOAVHBI aCTPOAOTIN.

Cy1recTsyeTh TOUKa 3pBHis, coraacHO KOTOPoil Bb 7 roAy Ha
HeOB KaKMMB-TO 3HAUYMMBIMD 4451 HaOAr0AaTeaeil 0Opa3oMD COIIANChH
Tpu 385341 — maaHeTHl IOmmreps, Catypus m Mapcs. Oana nssb
HIIXB, Bb COOTBBTCTBIN Ch acTPOAOTHMYECKMMI TIpeACTaBAeHiaMu, Oblaa
«3BB3g0i1 lakoBa» (To ects V3spamas), apyras — «apckasi» 3BB34a,
TpeThsl — «3Bb34a» BOVHB 11 IIpeobpasopaHiit. [To HIMB BOAXBHI y3HAAU
0 pOXJAeHiu Beamkaro mpeoOpasosaTeas Mipa, Llaps lyaeiickaro, n
nowman Bb lyaero.

IIpeaanie o ToMb, 4TO OHM OBLAM IJapsAMM, M3BBCTHO IIO
kpaitneit MBps yxe co II mam III pbka: TepTryaanans Ha3bBaeTh UXD
«ouTn mapamu» — fere reges. Ilpesanie HasbiBaeTh WXDB MMeHa:
Kacmmaps, Baartacapn, Meabxuops. VY3HaBbh 00b UXD TPUXOAS,
JKeCTOKill U IOAO3PUTEABHBINI TUpaHDb VpoAdh pBIIMAD M30aBUTLCI
OTh BO3MOXXHAro collepHuka. BHayaas OHB y3HaAh OTH iyAelCKUXD
KHIDKHUKOBL O MBCTB, TAB A0AKeHB poAnThcsa Meccis. 3aTbMb,
MpuU3BaBh BOJAXBOBDL, I10CAadh UXH Bh Bueseemb, mompocush UXb
pasysHaTh Bce 0 MaageHIrh, IKOOBI 445 TOTO, YTOOBI HOKAOHUTHCS Emy.
3BB34a, KaKbh CKa3aHO Bb EBaHreain, Beaa BOAXBOBH A0 Bueseema u
OCTaHOBMAACh HAaAh AOMOMB, A% roceanaocs Cestoe Cemericrso. Cb
PaaoCThiO OHU MOKAOHMAMCh Maageniry n A5sb Mapin u npunecan
Emy aapsr: 301010 — Kakb Lapio, aagans — Kakb bory, 1 cmupHy —
Kakb Yea0BBKy, KoTopslit 404KeHDb yMepeTh paAu CIIaceHis AI0Aeil.
[ToayunB® OTKpOBeHie He BO3BpaIaThCs Kb Vpoay, BOAXBBE BEPHYAVCH
Kb ce0h Ha POAMHY 1 TaM'B, TIO ITpeaHilo, TOKe Mponosbjaan poxxjeHie
Crnacureas. Ha 3amagh oHM MOUNTAIOTCS KaKb «TPU CBATBIXD LIapsi», X
MOIIIb HaXOAATCs Bb KeabHCKOMB co00pE.

Uro xe kacaercst n3bieHisi MAaAeHIIEBh — TO, KaKb I1OBEAH
cebs1 Vpoan, BTIOAHDS COOTBBTCTBYeTH €r0 XapaKTepy, 003 PUTeABHOMY
n xosapHomy. ITo cBuabreanctBy locuda Paasist, 3a 04HO T10403peHie
BB I1OCATAaTeAbCTBB Ha CBOIO BAACTh OH YHMYTOXKaAb OAVKaMIINXb
POACTBEHHIKOBS, Bb TOMB Uncah CBOIO A106MMyIo >KeHy MapiamHy, n
BEIPB3aaD 17babIe OOIuHEL TEMB 60aBe 445 HeTO He OBLAO HUKAKUXD
MIPEIIATCTBIN Bb YHUYTOXKEeHi HUMYTOXKHBIXD A4 HETO MAaJeHIIeBb Bb
HeOOABIIOMB celeHin Bubaeems, ecam mepeadb CBOell CMEPTHIO OHB
NpuKa3alh Ka3HUTh Hamboabe BBIAAIONIUXCA TpaXkAaHb I'POMa/HCIO
CTOAMYHCIO TOpoja ©Oepycaauma, ckazapb: «O00 MHDB I14akaTh He
OyAyTb, TaKb IyCTh I11a49yTh O HUXD>.

bsrerso Cesataro Cemelictsa Bb Erumers — Takke uepra
ncropuyeckas: Ermmers  ABAsSACA  PUMCKUMB  MMIIEPAaTOPCKIMD
AOMEHOMD ¥ Bbh HeMb BCe-TaK! CyIecTBoBalo HBKoe 1oa00ie
3aKoHHOCTH, VIpoay He Takb Aerko Obl10 OB B HeMB yOuTs Maagena.
M 1o, uto 1o cmeptu VMpoaa cearon Iocuds He 3ax0Thah BEPHYTHCS
BB lyaero, ybossmmics ceiHa Iposa, Apxeaas, Takke cOOTBBTCTBYeTb
ucTopmdecknMb peasiams. [locas cmeptn orma Apxeaait passsa3aab
rpakAaHCKYIO BOVIHY 1M yOuAD Bb lepycaanm®b Tpu THICAIU 4€AOBBKD,
3aBaAnBb Xpamb Tpyrnamu. COOTBETCTBEHHO, Y HaCh €CTh BCh OCHOBaHis
AOBBPATH COOOIIEHNiAMD eBaHTeAncTa Maroest.

[IBcam mpasaHmKa

[Ipasanopanie Poxxaectsa Xpucrosa BOIIAO Bb LIEPKOBHYIO
KIM3HD He cpasy. IlepBoHauaabHO OHO CAMBAAOCH Ch TOABUBIIIMCS

b III BBKB mpasguukomb borossaenis, mam Kpemenis I'ocrioams
(19 snBaps ceityach, MAM 6 SHBAPs IO CTAPOMY CTHAIO), TIOCKOALKY
takie otusl Ilepksu, kaxks cBsatoit E¢ppems Cupunb, OCHOBBIBasICh Ha
caosaxb Epanresis or Ayknm Imcycs, HaumHas Csoe cay>keHie, ObAD
a5Th Tpuanatn (Ax 3:23), cunraam, uto gara Poxxaectsa Xpucrosa
coBItagaets b AHeM'b Ero Kpemenis. B Apmsnckoit Llepksu 40 cuxb
MOP’b CYIIeCTBYeTh eAVHBIN Tpa3AHUKb Poxxectsa u borossaenis.

Briepsrie PoxaecTBo HaumHaeTh BHIABAATHECA Ha 3armaab Bb
cepeaune IV Bbka. Bb gpeBHeMb prMcKOMb Mecs1ecA085, 4aTUPyeMOMb
354 rogom®b, moab 25 agekaOps MBI yKe HaxXOAMMD yIOMUHaHie —
«AeHb poxaeHis Xpucra». MHorie cBBbTcKie MCTOPMKHU CIUTAIOTh, YTO
rosiBAeHie rpasaHoBaHis Poxxaectsa 86 PuMb nmenHo 25 gexadpst (To
ecTh 7 sHBaps 10 HOBOMY CTIAIO) OBLAO CBA3aHO Ch HEOOXOANMOCTHIO
OOpBOBI MPOTUBD sI3bIYecKaro npasaHectsa «Hemoobaumaro Coanriar,
IPUXOAMBILIEIOCs Ha DTOTD Ke AeHb. OgHaKO M3Db IePeInCcKU CBSATaro
Kupnaaa lepycaanmmckaro ¢b puMcKuMDb Iamoit lysiemt cabayers,
4TO pasabaeHie nmpasaHNKoss Poskgectsa u borossaenis o6ycaoBaeHo
pasBUTieMd BHYTPUIIEPKOBHBIXD OOTOCAYy>KeOHBIXD TPaAWIIiiL.

B® 3aBeprrienie — HBCKOABKO CAOBB O ABYXH ITBCHOIIEHiSIXD
npasaanKa. Tpomaps, mAy OCHOBHOJI ITpa3AHUYHBIN ITMMHE PoXKecTsa,
MOTB OBITH CO34aHb yXe BB IV BBkB. [lpmBeseMt ero IepKoBHO-
CAABSIHCKIN TeKCTh:

Poxaectso Tsoe, Xpucre bosxe namrs,
BO3Cisl MipOBM CBBTDH padyMma,

BB HeM'b 00 3BB34aMb CAY>Kalllin
38534010 ydaxycs

Te6s xaanaTncsa, CoaHIly pasAbl,

u TeOB BBAeTH Cb BEICOTH BocToKa.
T'ocmoau, caasa Tebe!

DTOTH IMMHB TOBOPUTH O OOTOIIO3HAHIN, ITyTH Kb KOTOPOMY
MOTYTB, IO MpoMEBICAy Boxxiio, mpoaerats Be3gs — Bb TOMD uncab u
yepe3db BHBIIIHee, MipCKOe 3HaHie, KaKb 9TO IPOU3OIIA0 Cb BOAXBAMMU.
A umenosanie Xpucra «CoaHiemMb IpaBAbl» yKa3blBaeTh Ha XpucTa
Kakb Ha VICTOUHUKD XXU3HU U CBBTa — Cb OAHON CTOPOHEI, YUCTOTHI I
npaBeAHOCTU — Cb APYIOIL.

Cabayromiii  3a TporapeMb KOHJAaKb «/BBa  AHech
ITpecyImecTBeHHaro pakJaeTb» OBLAB HAIMCaHB CBATBIMB PoMaHOM®B
CaaaxomrbsiieM 85 10-e nau 20-e roasr VI sBka. Kaxs raacnts mpejasie,
cBaATO POMan® BB I0HOCTHU He M4 My3BIKaABHCTO CAyXa I ITVBUeCKaro
ro0ca 1 rmogsepraAcs HacMBIIKaMb CBOMXD COOpaTiif 110 1IepKOBHOMY
xopy. OgHa>kabl BO BpeMs pPOXKAECTBEHCKAaro OOTrOCAY>KeHisl OHB
obpatnaca kb Ilpecssaroit Boropoanmd co cabsaMu M MOAWUTBOI
O JapoBaHiMm eMy crocoOHOcCTel Kb IBHiO. ITocas MoauTBEI OHD
3agpemaan. Bo cub emy sBuaace Jbsa Mapis u moseseaa eMy ChecTb
CBUTOKD, KOTOphii OHa gepkasa BB pykb. IlpocHysmmcek, cBsATOM
PomaHD HEOXXUAaHHO 445 BCHXD BBIIIIEAD Ha CepeAuHy XpaMa I CTaab
BAOXHOBEHHO I'BTh COYMHEHHBIN UMb KOHAAKD «/BBa AHECh», KOTOPLIA
U A0 CUXDB ITOPh CYUTAETCSI OAHON U3 BePIINHD 1IepKOBHOM IT0D3iM:

Aesa anecs IIpecyecTseHHarO pa’kaaeTs,

1 3eMAs BepTelrs HelrpucrymHOMy IIPMHOCHUTD;
AHreAM Cb IaCTHIPbMU CAABOCAOBSTS,

BOACBU K€ CO 3BE340I0 ITyTeIeCTBYIOTb,

Hach 60 paan poaucs OTpoda MAaago,
npesBbuHblil bors.

[MapagokcaabHoe — coeAuHeHie 3emMHaro u  HebecHaro,
MaTepiaabHaro 1 CBepXCyIIHOCTHArO, yeA0Bbueckaro 1 60KecTBeHHaro
— BOTB caMa CyTb XpucTiancTBa. HeBuanmblit 1 HenmocTyoKuMbiin bor
BOILAOTUACS U CTaAdh UeaoBBKOMD — BOTH, YTO 3HAYUTH AeHb Ero
POXAeHisl, Mpa3agHOBaTh KOTOPLI MBI UMBeMb IT0OAHOE IPaBo.

AspTOBp: giakons Baagumips BACUAVIKD

http://lwww.foma.ru/articles/1374/
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ITATPIAPX'b - MMPOTBOPELT'b

Apxienuckonsb CaHb-@paHyucckili u 3anadHo-AmepukaHckiti Kupunnb

«baaxxennsr Mmuporsopiibl, ko TH CeiHOBe Boskin
HapekyTcsi»! Kakoe orpoMHoe 3HaueHie 445 Bcero boxe-
crBeHHaro MiposaaHis otseas Hamrs Criacurteas, ['ocrioas
Incycs Xpmcroch, MmpoTBOpLIIAaMb U MIUPOTBOPYECTBY,
II0AYepKHYBD Bb HaTOPHOI IIPOIIOBBAY, UTO UXD ITIOABUTD
npupasHuBaeTh uxb Kb Camomy EMy, TBMDb caMBbIMb 1C-
1oAHss1 OOBIaHHOe BCBMB XpuCTiaHaM'b Bb EBaHreain
oTb Caroro Esanreancra Ioanna borocaosa, n6o unraetr-
cs1 OHO BB caMy IlacxaapHyIo HOUB: «4aHO OyAeTh ChIHAMI
boxxinmu cratp» yepess Incyca Xpucra.

T'ocrioas bor mpussaas kb CeOGb OTH HACH Bb 9 TOMDb
roay ABYXb BeAuKnxb Muportsopuess Pycckoir Llepxsu:
IpUCHONaMTHAar0 MUTpornoanTa /laspa, M — CerogHs —
Cearsitmaro Ilatpiapxa Mockosckaro u Bees Pycn — T.e.
BCETo pyccKaro IpasocaaBHaro Mipa — Beankaro I'ocnoau-
Ha 1 Otna Hamtero, Aaexcis Broporo.

Aast BCBXb HaCh, He-
OXIAAaHHO OCHUPOTBBIINXb,
BBpHBIXD Yadb epksu Xpn-
CTOBOJI, OTh apxiepeeBb U
A0 MAajeHIleBb, KOHYMHa
Caarbiiiiaro ITarpiapxa
SBASIETCS  OINEeAOMASIONIeN
yTpaToll BbL IIpeaaBepin
Ipa3AHOBaHis CsBTaoro
Xpucrosa Poxxaectsa.

Ho mbr He MmoskeMms,
HecMOTpsA Ha 004ap OTb
HeOXXIJaHHaro M OrAYIIN-
TeApHAro yaapa CKoOpoOnu,

OOBIKHOBEHUIO, YCIIeBDh BCTPBTUTDL B TOCABAHIN AeHb CBO-
ell 3eMHO XM3HM ITpa3AHUKDb Beesenis o Xpams Ilpe-
cBsATON Boropoaniisl — mpecroabHaro npasgHmuka BeAUKOM
Ornrrunoit IycTeiHN, BO3CTaHOBAEHHOM IIPY €TI0 KM3HU U
0aarogapsi er0 MOAUTBEHOMY M IIaTpiapIlieMy ITOABUTY.
Kaxsp 1 Baaarika /laBpb, €ro AyXOBHBIII cOOpaTh U A4PYyTrb
U CHOABVOKHUKD Bb HEBBIPA3MMO BeAUKOMD AbAaHin
00beAVHeHis IIOPYTaHHON AUKTaTypoii Oe300xis Pycckoi
IIpasocaasnoit Lepksnu, Cearbimmiz IlaTpiapxs momo-
AVACS, YCHY A'...

Kakb m >X13Hp, Takb ¥ KOHYMHA, TaKMMb OOpa-
3omb, 1 Carbimaro IlaTpiapxa Aaexcis, 1 Ha HECKOABKO
MecsAIeBh paHblle IIPUCHONaMATHAro MuTporoanTa /las-
pa, O3HaMeHOBaHa OCOOBIMB IOKPOBUTeALCTBOMD Ilpe-
cBATON Boropoaunpl, a TakXke IIOCTHBIMD, ITOKasSHHBIMD
BpeMeHeMb I0Ja, Bb IPeABKYILIeHin M Bb MOAUTBEHHO-
COCPEAOTOYEeHHOMTD
OXXIUAAQHIN ABYXb
BeANYBIIINXD A4 BCAKATO
XpuUCTiaHIHa I1Pa3AHNKOBD!
ITacxn Xpucrosoit u Poxx-
Aectsa XpUCTOBa.

Taxs M >XKM3HBL Hallla, Bb
ceil IPUCKOPOHBIN BBKb,
0co00 IpU3bBIBaeTh HaCh U
Kb TIOCTY, ¥ Kb ITOKasHIIO, 1
Kb MOAUTBEHHOMY I1OABU-
ry.

Ts>xKo HAaMB yTpaTUTE Bee-
ro AMIIL OKOAO TO4a 1ocah

CogporaHis cepAria OTb Bce- CyABOOHOCHBIXB  COOBITIN
00beMAIONIaro  pe3oHaHca IIEPKOBHAro  OObeAVHEHis
AASl BCEIO pPyccKaro oOle- HaIllMXb  BEAMKUXDH  Ha-
CTBa OTBb TOV yTpaThl, He CTaBHUKOBD — U Bb OCODEH-
o6paTuTh BHMMaHIs, Cb MO- HOCTM KOHEYHO, CaMOIO
AUTBEHHBIMD  TPEIeTOMb Cearbitmaro  Ilarpiapxa
HEPEAD  HELOCTVIKUMBIMD  pMyrpononuts Nlaspb, MaTpiapxs Anexcit v MpeauaeTs B.B. MyTukb Bb AeHs Mockosckaro. .

ITpombicaoms Boxinms, Ha MOANMCaHIA «AKT KaHOHNYECKOTo 0BLLeHIs», 17 Mas, 2007 roga Ceroans, 1o seer Pycu,
YMUAUTEABHBLL M yAUBU-  Metropolitan Laurus, Patriarch Alexei Il and President V.V. Putin at the moment ~ TRICIIIT  XpaMOB®B,  MOHa-
TeABHBISI COBIIaJeHis], Ja’ke of the signing of the “Act of Canonical Communion,” May 17, 2007. CTBIpeNI BO BCBXb TIOpPO-
HBKOTOPYIO, TOBOpsI COBpe- Aaxb U BeCsIXb, BEAVKUXDH

MEHHBIM'b SI3BIKOM'b, CUMMETPUYHOCTD DTUXDb KOHIMHD.

Murponoanra Jaspa Iocrioas npussaan 6e3do-
Ae3HeHHO, Bb OJHO MTHOBeHie, KOrga OHb, IIOMOACH, Bb
kanyHb Topxkecrtsa I[lpasocaasisi, oTMeTUBL Bb Ty CyO-
00Ty AeHp namsaTu ssaeHisa Jeps>kasHoin Vikonst Matepnu
boxiern1, ycHy ab.

Caarsitmii [Tarpiapxs Mockosckiit Aaekciit Bro-
POI1 CKOHYAACsA MMEHHO TaKb Ke, II0 MCTeYeHin IepBOIt
HeABan PoxxjecTBeHckaro 1mocra, IOMOASCh IO CBOEMY

CcODOPOBL UM  CKPOMHBIXD
IIPUXOACKUXD LE€PKBEN, OrAacuAb TPaypPHbLI KOAOKOADL-
HBIN 3BOHD... MBI, Bb 3apyOexbi, He oTgaeMb ceOb gaxe
OoT4eTa O TOMDB, Bb KaKO CTEIEeHU STOTh KOAOKOABHBIN
3BOHD caM’b 110 ce0B SABAAETCsA pe3yAbTaTOMDb YIIOPHBIXD,
AOATOABTHUXD TPY40Bb Bb bosb moumsmiaro IlaTpiapxa.
Kro xmBerp 3a mpegbaamm Poccin, mycrts sagymaercs
HaAb BCBMU COOBITIAAMU BOCBMU — IIOUTU — AeCATUABTIN
sxusHu Cearbiimaro Ilatpiapxa Azekcis. OHb BHIPOCH Bb
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40-011 A€Hb CO AHSI
KOHYVIHBI:

I Tanuxmnaa o
HOBOIIPECTaBA€HHOMY
Cparbiemy
IIaTpiapxy Aaekciio
Bo BropHuks 13-ro
ssHBaps, 5:30 Beuepa

40th Day Panikhida
For His Holiness

newly-departed
Patriarch Alexei
on Tuesday the 13th of
January, 2009,
at 5:30 pm.

ceMbe 01aro4ecTMBBIXD PABOCAABHBIXD DMUIPAHTOBD Bb
DCTOHIN, TaKUM'b 00Pa3OMb UCIIBITaBh BCh 3HAKOMBIS HAM'b
AUIIIeHis ¥ Topeyb u3THaHis. I1ocBATUBE BCIO CBOIO XU3Hb
u aymy bory, ons mocsatnas ceds u Poccin, 1 60pr0h 3a
es OCBODOX/eHie — KOTOpoe BOCHPMHMMAaAb MCKAIOUM-
TeAbHO KaKb IIOABUI'b MOAUTBEHHON AyXOBHOU OOpPBOBI
— 1 00oprOB 3a Bo3craHOBAeHie [IpaBocaasis Bb 10AHOTH
cBOell. 3HaMeHaTeAbHO U TO, 4TO He3a40AT0 A0 CBOel KOH-
qnnel, Cearbimin laTpiapxs B» KoncrantnHonoas cso-
UMD aBTOPUTETOMD IPU3BAADh BeCh KAHOHMYECKill IIpaBo-
CAABHBIN Miph Kb YCUAEHIIO ABATeABHOCTU 3a €AMHCTBO,
noaHory u yucrory Llepxsu.

Bp mpexkaonHoM®b yxxe Bo3pacth, CATBIIiN
[TaTpiapx®b cTaab cBUABTEAEMD U TParmueckuxb COOBITINL,
TaKnXb Kakb becaanckas n LIxunsaabckas tpareain. V b
KaXXAO0MDb caydab Hamrs [laTpiapxs npu3sbiBaab BCBXb Kb
MoAuTBb, Kb COCTpajaHilo M NOAAMHHO XPUCTiaHCKOMY,
04aroropbitHOMY, BHUMAaTeAbHOMY AyXOBHOMY IIOABUTY,
YKPBILAAIOIEMY BBKOBBISL ITBHHOCTU HaIlmen HpaBOCAaB-
HOI CBATOOTeuecKoi Pycn.

Ecan namb yaaaoch n30bxars erte 60ABIINXD TO-
pecreii, TO 5TO BO MHOTOM'b €TI0 AOCTIKeHie.

To, uTO y Hach npasocaaBHast BAacCTb y pyaAs Bb
Poccin, yro MBI npuU3HaTeabHBl HOBOMY IlpaBuTean-
ctBy CobogHoI Poccin, 3a MXb My>KeCTBO M Pa3yMHBLI
ABICTBis, 3a mogaepxky Llepksum — Bcerrbao 3acayra
Cearsitmaro [larpiapxa.

Bb 9T a4un1, Korga MHOro OyJeTh CKa3aHO HeOO-
xoAuMaro u npumbyareapHaro Bb namsTh CaATEiIIaro
ITarpiapxa Azaekcis Broporo, raaBHoe Ha wbMb HaMb O0abe
BCero XoTbaoch OBl COCPeAOTOYUTH CBOE BHMMaHie, DTO
caBAyIOIIee: Bce MbI 40AKHBI, KaKb HUKOTAa, MOAUTBEHHO
00BpeAMHNTECS Ch TIPOCckOO0IT KO locrogy Incycy Xpucry,
kb Lapuns HebGecHoill, 4TOOBI IIpeeMHIKD HaIleTo OIlAa-
kuBaeMaro, Bb bo3t nmouusmaro, Cesarbitmaro IlaTpiapxa
ObLAD €My IIOAL CTaTh: HACABAHUKOMD €r0 AyXa, ero I104-
BITa, eT0 MOANTBEHHAro ykKadaja >KM3HM, ero A100BU Kb
OayxHeMy, ero a1008u Kb Pocciu 1 ero mmpeganHoctu Bo
BCeMB, daxke 40 cmepTH, locioay Imcycy Xpucry. Ero sxe
u Baaapixkn /laBpa MmoanTBaMu «4a HU3BeAeThb I'ocioaguHb
JKatsor gbaareas Ha >xarsy CBo10.» AMUHB.

+KMPUAAD,

Apxienmuckonrs Canp-Qpaninmcckin u 3anaaHo-
AMepuUKaHCKiA,

Cexperapp Apxieperickaro CuHoza.

5 aexaOps 2008 .

bttg://WWW.sxnod.com/sxnod/documents/art vlerillga.htm|
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Poxaecreencras Faka
Bb cy660ty 10-ro stusaps;, 2009 roaa

8b 11:00 yrpa -
Bb 11epKOBHOM®D 3arb.

Bxoaubie 6uAeThr:

Bspocabii — 10.00 zorraposn

(Bb cToUMOCTb BXOAUTD 06baD ).

Abrekin — 10.00 goaraposnb

(BB cTOMMOCTD BXOAATD 065D U TIOAPOKD).

=

“Christmas Yolkalll

Saturday January 10th, 2009,
in the church hall
at 11:00 am

L

Tickets:
Adult's - $10.00 (includes buffet)
child's -- $10.00 (includes buffet and gift)
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From “The Prologue from Ochrid”

Compiled by St. Nicholai Velemirovic

December 25th
THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD, GOD AND SAVIOR
JESUS CHRIST

But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His
Son (Galatians 4:4) to save the human race. And when nine months were
fulfilled from the Annunciation, when the Archangel Gabriel had appeared
to the Most-holy Virgin in Nazareth, saying, Rejoice, thou that art highly
favored ... behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a Son
(Luke 1:28, 31), at that time there went forth a decree from Caesar Augustus
that all the people of the Roman Empire should be taxed. In accordance with
this decree, everyone had to go to his own town and be registered. That is why
the righteous Joseph came with the Most-holy Virgin to Bethlehem, the city
of David, for they were both of the royal lineage of David. Since many people
descended on this small town for the census, Joseph and Mary were unable to
find lodging in any house, and they sought shelter in a cave which shepherds
used as a sheepfold. In this cave-on the night between Saturday and Sunday,
on the 25th of December-the Most-holy Virgin gave birth to the Savior of the
world, the Lord Jesus Christ. Giving birth to Him without pain just as He was
conceived without sin by the Holy Spirit and not by man, she herself wrapped
Him in swaddling clothes, worshiped Him as God, and laid Him in a manger.
Then the righteous Joseph drew near and worshiped Him as the Divine Fruit
of the Virgin's womb. Then the shepherds came in from the fields, directed
by an angel of God, and worshiped Him as the Messiah and Savior. The shep-
herds heard a multitude of God's angels singing: Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace, good will toward men (Luke 2:14). At that time three wise
men arrived from the east, led by a wondrous star, bearing their gifts: gold,
frankincense and myrrh. They worshiped Him as the King of kings, and of-
fered Him their gifts (Matthew 2). Thus entered the world He Whose coming
was foretold by the prophets, and Who was born in the same manner in which
it had been prophesied: of a Most-holy Virgin, in the town of Bethlehem, of
the lineage of David according to the flesh, at the time when there was no king
in Jerusalem of the lineage of Judah, but rather when Herod, a foreigner, was
reigning. After many types and prefigurings, messengers and heralds, prophets
and righteous men, wise men and kings, finally He appeared, the Lord of the
world and King of kings, to perform the work of the salvation of mankind,
which could not be performed by His servants. To Him be eternal glory and
praise! Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE
The Nativity of Our Lord, God and Savior Jesus Christ

Out of burning love, Thou didst come down from heaven;

From eternal beauty, Thou didst descend into monstrous pain;

From eternal light, Thou didst descend into the thick darkness of evil.
Thou didst extend Thy holy hand to those choked in sin.

Heaven was amazed, the earth quaked.

Welcome, O Christ! O ye peoples, rejoice!

Out of burning love, by which Thou didst create the world,
As a slave Thou didst debase Thyself to loose the enslaved,
To restore the house that Adam destroyed,

To enlighten the darkened, to unloose sinners.

Love that knows not fear or humiliation-

Welcome, O Christ! The Master of Salvation!

Out of burning love, O King of all beauty,

Thou didst leave the radiance of the beautiful Cherubim,
Thou didst descend into the cave of human life,

To despairing men, with a torch and peace.

How to contain Thee?-The earth became frightened.

Welcome, O Christ! Heaven bears Thee up!

The most beautiful Virgin for a long time hoped in Thee.

The earth raises her to Thee, that through her Thou wilt descend
From the lofty throne, from the heavenly city,

To bring health, to release man from sin.

O Holy Virgin, Golden Censer-

To thee be glory and praise, O Mother full of grace!

REFLECTION

The Lord Jesus, born in Bethlehem, was first worshiped by shep-
herds and wise men (astrologers) from the east-the simplest and the wisest of
this world. Even today, those who most sincerely worship the Lord Jesus as
God and Savior are the simplest and the wisest of this world. Perverted sim-
plicity and half-learned wisdom were always the enemies of Christ's divinity
and His Gospel. But who were these wise men from the east? This question
was especially studied by St. Dimitri of Rostov. He claims that they were kings
of certain smaller regions or individual towns in Persia, Arabia and Egypt. At
the same time, they were erudite in the knowledge of astronomy. This won-
drous star appeared to them, which announced the birth of the New King.
According to St. Dimitri, this star appeared to them nine months before the
birth of the Lord Jesus, i.e., at the time of His conception by the Most-holy
Theotokos. They spent nine months in studying this star, in preparing for the
journey and in traveling. They arrived in Bethlehem shortly after the birth of
the Savior of the world. One of them was called Melchior. He was old, with
long white hair and beard. He offered the Lord the gift of gold. The second
was called Caspar, of ruddy face, young and beardless. He offered the Lord the
gift of frankincense. The third was called Balthasar, of dark complexion and
a very heavy beard. He offered the Lord the gift of myrrh. After their deaths,
their bodies were taken to Constantinople, from Constantinople to Milan,
and from Milan to Cologne. It can be added that these three wise men were
representatives of the three main races of men that descended from Noah's
three sons: Shem, Ham and Japheth. The Persian represented the Japheth-
ites, the Arabian represented the Semites, and the Egyptian represented the
Hamites. Thus it can be said that, through these three, the whole human race
worshiped the Incarnate Lord and God.

CONTEMPLATION

Contemplate the beauty of the soul of the Most-holy Theotokos:

1. How her soul was radiant and immaculate;

2. How her soul was filled with peace from faith and hope in God;

3. How her soul was filled with the sweet-smelling fragrance of prayer.

HOMILY
on the birth of the Lord, the Son of God

I came forth from the Father, and am come into the world

(John 16:28).

The only-begotten Son of God, brethren, begotten in eternity of the

Father without a mother, was born in time of a mother without a father. That
first begetting is an unfathomable mystery of the Holy Trinity in eternity, and
the second is the unfathomable mystery of God's power and love for mankind
in time. The greatest mystery in time corresponds to the greatest mystery in
eternity. Without entering into this greatest mystery with the small taper of
our understanding, let us be content, brethren, with the knowledge that our
salvation had its origin not from man or from earth, but from the greatest
heights of the divine invisible world. So great is God's mercy, and so great is
the dignity of man, that the Son of God Himself came down from eternity
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into time, from heaven to earth, from the throne of glory to the shepherd's
cave, solely to save mankind, to cleanse men from sin and to return them
to Paradise. I came forth from the Father, where I had everything, and am
come into the world, which cannot give Me anything. The Lord was born in
a cave to show that the whole world is one dark cave, which He alone can il-
lumine. The Lord was born in Bethlehem-and Bethlehem means **the House
of Bread"'-to show that He is the only Bread of Life worthy of true men.

O Lord Jesus, the Pre-cternal Son of the Living God and the Son of
the Virgin Mary, enlighten us and nourish us with Thyself.

To Thee be glory and praise forever. Amen.

December 26th
THE SYNAXIS OF THE MOST-HOLY THEOTOKOS

On the second day of the Nativity, the Christian Church gives glory and
thanksgiving to the Most-holy Theotokos, who gave birth to our Lord, God
and Savior Jesus Christ. This feast is called *“the Synaxis' because on this
day all of the faithful gather to glorify her, the Most-holy Theotokos, and to
solemnly and universally celebrate a feast in her honor. In Ohrid, it has been
the tradition from ancient times that, on the eve of the second day of Nativity,
Vespers has been celebrated only in the Church of the Most-holy Theotokos
called the Chieftain [Eelnica]. All the clergy with the people gather together to
glorify the Most-pure Mother of God.

THE COMMEMORATION OF THE FLIGHT INTO EGYPT

The wise men (astrologers) from the East, having worshiped the
Lord in Bethlehem, were directed to return to their home another way by
command of an angel. Herod, that wicked king, planned to slaughter all the
children in Bethlehem, but God saw Herod's intention and sent His angel to
Joseph. The angel of God appeared to Joseph in a dream and commanded him
to take the young Child and His Mother and flee to Egypt. Joseph did this.
Taking the Divine Child and His Most-holy Mother, he traveled first to Naza-
reth (Luke 2:39), where he arranged his houschold matters, and then, taking
his son James with them, went off to Egypt (Matthew 2:14). Thus the words
of the prophet were fulfilled: Behold, the Lord rideth upon a swift cloud, and
shall come into Egypt (Isaiah 19:1). In old Cairo today, the cave where the
holy family lived can be seen. Likewise, in the village of Matarea near Cairo,
the tree under which the Most-holy Theotokos rested with the Lord Jesus, as
well as a miraculous spring of water under this tree, are visible. After having
lived for several years in Egypt, the holy family returned to Palestine, again
in response to a command of an angel of God. Thus another prophecy was
fulfilled: Out of Egypt have I called my Son (Hosea 11:1). Herod was dead
and his wicked son Archelaus-a worthy successor of him in evil-sat on his
bloodstained throne. Hearing that Archelaus was reigning in Jerusalem, Jo-
seph returned to Galilee, to his town of Nazareth, where he settled in his own
home. Herod's second son, Herod the Younger, who was somewhat less evil
than his brother Archelaus, then reigned in Galilee.

HYMN OF PRAISE
The Synaxis of the Most-holy Theotokos

At the border between night and sunny day,

The dawn is rosy, pink and dewy.

The crimson dawn thou art, O Virgin given by God,
Precursor of the day, rosy and glorious.

Thou didst correct Eve and restore her to Paradise.
Do not withhold thy help from us sinners.

Israel crossed dry-shod over the Red Sea;

A cool spring flowed from the rock in the wilderness;
The bush burned but was not consumed-

As the dawn resembles the crimson eve,

So thou, O Virgin, dost resemble those foreshadowings.
O thou whom the Church calls the Mother of God,
Unknown to sin, not given to sin,

O Most-pure Mother of our Savior,

Because of thy purity thou wast chosen by God,

To bring down the Eternal Creator to earth.

That is why thou hast authority to pray for us,

And we have the joy of hymning and glorifying thee!

REFLECTION

A story of the Divine Christ-child: When the holy family fled before Herod's
sword to Egypt, robbers leapt out on the road with the intention of stealing
something. The righteous Joseph was leading the donkey, on which were some
belongings and on which the Most-holy Theotokos was riding with her Son
at her breast. The robbers seized the donkey to lead it away. At that moment,
one of the robbers approached the Mother of God to see what she was hold-
ing next to her breast. The robber, seeing the Christ-child, was astonished at
His unusual beauty and said in his astonishment: **If God were to take upon
Himself the flesh of man, He would not be more beautiful than this Child!"
This robber then ordered his companions to take nothing from these travelers.
Filled with gratitude toward this generous robber, the Most-holy Virgin said
to him: **Know that this Child will repay you with a good reward because you
protected Him today." Thirty-three years later, this same thief hung on the
Cross for his crimes, crucified on the right side of Christ's Cross. His name
was Dismas, and the name of the thief on the left side was Gestas. Beholding
Christ the Lord innocently crucified, Dismas repented for all the evil of his
life. While Gestas reviled the Lord, Dismas defended Him, saying: This man
hath done nothing amiss. (Luke 23:41). Dismas, therefore, was the wise thief
to whom our Lord said: Verily I say unto thee, Today shalt thou be with Me
in Paradise (Luke 23:43). Thus the Lord granted Paradise to him who spared
Him in childhood.

CONTEMPLATION

Contemplate the purity of the Most-holy Mother of God:

1. On the immaculate purity of her body: passionless and disciplined by fast-
ing;

2. On the immaculate purity of her heart, in which a sinful desire never
dwelt;

3. On the immaculate purity of her mind, in which a sinful thought never
dwelt.

HOMILY
on the Most-holy Virgin, the Theotokos

And Mary said: Behold the handmaid of the Lord (Luke 1:38).
Here indeed, brethren, is a true handmaid of the Lord! If a hand-
maid is she who exchanges her will completely for the will of her Lord, then
the Most-holy Virgin is the first among all of the Lord's handmaids. If a hand-
maid is she who, with intent and with complete attention, beholds her Lord,
then again the Most-holy Virgin is the first among the handmaids of the Lord.
If a handmaid is one who meekly and quietly endures all insults and trials,
awaiting only the reward of her Lord, then again and again the Most-holy
Virgin is the first and most excellent of all the handmaids of the Lord. She did
not care to please the world, but only God; nor did she care to justify herself
before the world, but only before God. She herself is obedience; she herself is
service; she herself is meekness. The Most-holy Virgin could in truth say to the
angel of God: Behold the handmaid of the Lord. The greatest perfection, and
the greatest honor that a woman can attain on earth, is to be a handmaid of
the Lord. Eve lost this perfection and honor in Paradise without effort, and the
Virgin Mary achieved this perfection and this honor outside Paradise with her
efforts.
Through the prayers of the Most-holy Virgin Theotokos, O Lord Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us.

To Thee be glory and praise forever. Amen.
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December 27
REFLECTION

A story of the Divine Christ-child: Both great prophets, Isaiah
and Jeremiah, prophesied that the Lord would come to Egypt and that His
presence would shake the pagan temples and destroy the idols. Isaiah wrote:
Behold, the Lord rideth upon a swift cloud and shall come into Egypt: and
the idols of Egypt shall be moved at His presence (Isaiah 19:1, cf. Jeremiah
43:12-13). When the divine refugees came to the city of Hermopolis (Cairo),
they approached a pagan temple, and all the idols in that temple suddenly fell
down and were shattered. St. Palladius writes of this in his Lausiac History:
""We saw the pagan temple there, in which all the carved idols fell to the
ground at the coming of the Savior." In a certain place called Sirin there were
365 idols. When the Most-holy Virgin entered that temple with the Divine
Child in her arms, all these idols fell down and were shattered. All the idols
throughout Egypt fell in the same manner. The Holy Prophet Jeremiah, liv-
ing in Egypt in old age, had prophesied to the pagan priests of Egypt that all
the idols would fall and all the graven images would be destroyed at the time
when a Virgin Mother with a Child, born in a manger, would come to Egypt.
The pagan priests remembered well this prophecy. In accordance with it, they
carved out a representation of a Virgin as she lay on a bed and, next to her in
a manger, her young Child wrapped in swaddling clothes; and they venerated
this representation. King Prolemy asked the pagan priests what this represen-
tation meant, and they replied that it was a mystery, foretold by a prophet to
their fathers, and that they were awaiting the fulfillment of this mystery. And,
indeed, this mystery was fulfilled, and revealed not only in Egypt but also in
the entire world.

CONTEMPLATION

Contemplate the wisdom of the Most-holy Virgin Mary:

1. How she spoke wisely with the angel of God (Luke 1:28-38);

2. How she pondered in her heart all that had happened at the birth of the
Lord Jesus and all that was said of Him;

3. How, at Cana, she wisely told the servants to do whatever He told them.

HOMILY
on the Most-holy Virgin, the Theotokos

My soul doth magnify the Lord (Luke 1:46).

Brethren, we have in total only a few words spoken by the Most-ho-
ly Theotokos recorded in the Gospels. All of her words pertain to the magni-
fication of God. She was silent before men but her soul conversed unceasingly
with God. Every day and every hour, she found a new reason and incentive to
magnify God. If only we were able to know and to record all her magnifica-
tions of God throughout her whole life, oh, how many books would it take!
But, even by this one magnification, which she spoke before her kinswoman
Elizabeth, the mother of the great Prophet and Forerunner John, every Chris-
tian can evaluate what a fragrant and God-pleasing flower was her most holy
soul. This is but one wonderful canticle of the soul of the Theotokos, which
has come down to us through the Gospel. However, such canticles were with-
out number in the course of the life of the Most-blessed One. Even before she
heard the Gospel from the lips of her Son, she knew how to speak with God
and to glorify Him in accordance with the teaching of the Gospel. This knowl-
edge came to her from the Holy Spirit of God, whose grace constantly poured
into her like clear water into a pure vessel. Her soul magnified God with can-
ticles throughout her whole life, and therefore God magnified her above the
Cherubim and the Seraphim. Likewise, small and sinful as we are, the same
Lord will magnify in His Kingdom us who magnify her, if we exert ourselves to
fill this brief life with the magnification of God in our deeds, words, thoughts
and prayers.

O Most-holy, Most-pure and Most-blessed Theotokos, cover us
with the wings of thy prayers.

To thee and thy Son and our Lord be glory and praise forever.
Amen.

December 28
REFLECTION

A story of the Divine Christ-child: When the Most-holy Virgin,
with her Divine Child and the righteous Joseph, drew near to the city of Her-
mopolis [Cairo], they saw a tree before the gate of the city. The travelers from
afar were weary from their journey and approached this tree to rest a while,
even though the tree was very tall and did not offer adequate shade. The Egyp-
tians called this tree **Persea” and worshiped it as a god, for they believed that
some divinity was hidden in the tree. In reality, an evil spirit dwelt in this tree.
As the holy family approached the tree, the tree shook fiercely, and the evil
spirit, terrified by the approaching Christ-child, fled. Then the tree bent its top
down to the ground and worshiped its Creator like a rational creature. Thus
the bent tree cast a great shadow, under which the weary travelers rested. From
that day, the tree received miraculous healing powers from Christ the Lord to
heal every infirmity of men. Afterward, the holy sojourners went to the village
of Matarea. Near the village they saw a fig tree, and, while Joseph went into
the village on business, the Most-holy Virgin took refuge under the fig tree
with the Lord. And, oh, what a miracle: the tree lowered its crown down to
the ground to create a shadow for the travelers, and its lower half split open
in such a way that the Mother with the Child could enter and rest. And what
is even more miraculous: a living spring of water suddenly opened up near
the fig tree. Joseph found a hut in the vicinity, where they settled. There they
lived and drank water from that miraculous spring. This was the only spring
of living water to be found in Egypt, for all the other water in Egypt comes
from the Nile River, which branches off into innumerable canals. And thus,
like brought forth like: the Lord Jesus, the Immortal and Heavenly Spring of
living water, by His presence called forth this spring of living water from the
carth.

CONTEMPLATION
Contemplate the assembly of Christ's holy martyrs:
1. How they endured sufferings and did not deny Christ;
2. How, out of love for Christ the Lord, they went to their sufferings and death
as if to a feast;
3. How they now rejoice in the Kingdom of Christ and help us by their
prayers.
HOMILY
on the Most-holy Virgin, the Theotokos

His mother saith unto the servants, Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it
(John 2:5).
Here is joy for all the faithful: she who is closest to Christ the Savior in heaven,
as she had been on earth, cares for the faithful, appears to them, helps them
and advises them, Whatsoever He, my Son and my God, saith unto you, do
it. Thus, she advised the servants at the marriage in Cana, and the servants
obeyed her and saw a miracle. From those few words of the Most-holy Virgin,
God's Bride, recorded in the Gospel, we receive a precious instruction, truly
the one and only Gospel instruction that she gave to mankind during her life
on earth. Whatsoever He saith unto you, do it! As though she wanted to say:
**He knows all; He can do all; He loves you all; therefore, you should look
neither here nor there, but hear Him and obey Him." She comprehended the
responsibility in this world of living for Him and directing others to Him as
the Source of life, and she voluntarily continues carrying out this responsibility
even from heaven. Throughout the Church's entire history, she has taught the
faithful to do whatsoever He said. And even today, from her heavenly glory,
she mystically descends among the faithful to counsel them to do that which
He has commanded. That is her Gospel-the Gospel of the Most-holy Virgin,
the Theotokos. It consists not of the Four Gospels but of four words: Do what-
soever He saith. O my brethren, let us obey her! Let us obey her as a mother
and more than our mother, for she desires the greatest good for us-to reign in
the Eternal Kingdom of her Son.
O Most-holy Virgin, help us to fulfill His words.
To Thee and to Him be glo  ry and praise forever. Amen.

http://www.rocor.org.au/news/?page_id=925
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THE PATRIARCH WHO BROUGHT PEACE

Archbishop Kyrill of San Francisco and Western America

“Blessed are they who make peace, for they shall be called
the sons of God!” Such was the great importance for all of God’s
Creation that Our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ conferred upon the
persons and role of the Peacemakers, and upon the virtue of Peace-
making, that in His Sermon on the Mount He stressed the signifi-
cance of this spiritual feat, this podvig, exalting its heroes to a moral
stature of kinship and semblance to His Own—a fulfillment of the
promise further elaborated for all Christians by Saint John the Theo-
logian, in his Gospel that we read every Paschal night: “But as many
as received Him, to them gave He power to become the Sons of God,
even to them that believe on His name”
(John 1:12), through Christ.

Over the course of the past
year, our Lord has called to His King-
dom two great Peacemakers of the
Russian Church: Metropolitan Laurus
of blessed memory, and now—today—
His Holiness the Patriarch of Moscow
and All Russia (in other words, of the
entire Russian Orthodox world of our
time), our Great Sovereign Lord and
Father, Alexy II

For all of us faithful children
of Christ’s holy Church, who find our-
selves suddenly bereaved and father-
less, from the hierarchs to the infants,
the departure from this earthly realm of
our Most Holy Patriarch constitutes a
staggering blow and loss, in this time of
Advent as we prepare to celebrate the
radiant feast of Christ’s Nativity.

Yet, however keenly we
might feel the pain of the sudden, jar-
ring, unexpected and grievous impact;
even as the heart contracts merely to
contemplate the multi-dimensional, all-
encompassing implications for all Rus-
sian society of this loss; we cannot fail but observe, with prayerful
reverence and awe before the unfathomable works of our Provident
God, the deeply moving and startling parallels, and even a kind of
symmetry, to use a secular term, in the circumstances surrounding
the passing away from this mortal vale of both of these great spiri-
tual Fathers of Orthodoxy of our time.

The Lord called away Metropolitan Laurus without pain or
suffering, in the blink of an eye, when after the first week of Great
Lent, during the night just before the Sunday of Orthodoxy, having
spent that final Saturday on earth commemorating the anniversary of
the miraculous finding in 1917 of the Sovereign or Reigning Icon of
the Most Holy Mother of God, having prayed, as was his habit, he
peacefully fell asleep and reposed.

His Holiness Alexy II, Patriarch of Moscow and All Rus-
sia, reposed exactly the same way: at the end of the first week of the
Nativity fast, having prayed as was his habit, and having spent his
last day on earth celebrating the great feast of the Presentation of

Matpiapx® Anekciit 1 MutpononuTs JlaBpb nocne noanucatis
«AkTb KaHoHKueckoro obuieHus», 17 mas, 2007 roga
Patriarch Alexei & Metropolitan Laurus after the signing the Act of
Canonical Communion, May 17, 2007

the Mother of God, which is also the principal feast day of the great
Optina Monastery and Hermitage, that during his lifetime had been
restored very much as a result of his own spiritual efforts, unceas-
ing prayers and Patriarchal leadership. Just as Metropolitan Laurus,
his brother in Christ, his spiritual friend, spiritual collaborator and
fellow visionary in the inexpressibly important, exalted mission of
the reunification of the Russian Orthodox Church that a tyranny of
militant atheists had shattered and sought to annihilate, His Holi-
ness, our Patriarch, having said his usual monastic prayers as well as
the prayers for our Lady’s feast, and for the fast period, for the holy
Advent—having prayer for all of us,
and for all of Christendom, and for all
of Russia—simply fell asleep.

Thus, the life and especially the
passing away into eternity of His Ho-
liness Patriarch Alexy II, very much
as in the case of Metropolitan Laurus
of blessed memory, just a few months
earlier, has been vividly marked by
the special protection of the Most
Holy Mother of God, as well as by the
lenten season of fasting, prayer and
repentance, in an intensely focused,
conscious prayerful expectation of the
two greatest holy days for any Chris-
tian: the Feast of our Lord’s Glorious
Resurrection, and the Feast of Christ’s
Nativity.

And truly our life today, in this
troubled age, in this age of sorrows,
calls us all indeed to fast in earnest,
and to repent in earnest, and to pray
with fervor.

It is very hard for us to lose
both our great spiritual fathers and
teachers so soon, within months of
each other, and only about a year after
the decisive, historic events of the reunification of our Church—and
in particular, of course, it is especially painful to lose His Holiness
the Patriarch of Moscow himself, at this time.

More than any other living hierarch, he epitomized the

Russian Orthodox Church.
Today, all across Russia, thousands of churches and monasteries,
in all the cities and hamlets of that vast land, in great cathedrals as
well as unassuming parishes, bells tolled the tocsin, the special la-
ment for the dead. We who live abroad often lack even the capacity
to fully comprehend to what an enormous degree even this music
of our beloved consecrated church bells that can be heard all over
Russia now is itself the direct result of the determined, relentless
labours, over a period of decades, of this very selfsame Patriarch,
now reposed in the Lord.

Those of us whose lives unfold beyond the borders of Rus-
sia should reflect over the complexity of the almost eight decades of
life God allotted to His Holiness Patriarch Alexy. He was born and
brought up in Estonia by especially pious Russian Orthodox par-



ents who had fled Communism, and as such he had direct personal
experience of all the hardships so familiar to us all, as refugees and
emigres. He knew the bitter taste of exile. Body and soul, he chose to
surrender his whole life to God—an extremely risky decision given
his aristocratic ancestry, the family history and the times. In offer-
ing his life to God, he also dedicated it wholly to Russia, and to
the struggle for Russia’s salvation, meaning her liberation from the
yoke of godless usurpers, from persecutions and atrocities against
believers. Like those of his brothers in Christ who eventually led the
triumph of Christ’s flock over Christ’s ruthless adversaries, Patriarch
Alexy understood that the struggle for the liberation of Russia could
only take place as a spiritual struggle on a battlefield of prayer: the
struggle to restore true Orthodoxy in its fullness. In that context, it is
especially notable that, In Constantinople, shortly before his life here
earth would draw to a close, His Holiness Patriarch Alexy through
the influence of his authority, experience and charisma, called upon
all the faithful of the canonical Orthodox communities of our time
to intensify our combined efforts on behalf of the unity, wholeness
and purity of Orthodoxy and our Church.

Even after such an eventful lifetime as his had been, it was
God’s will that His Holiness Patriarch Alexy should be the witness,
in advanced years, of such terrible tragedies as the atrocities perpe-
trated in Beslan and Tskhinval. Both times, as always, our Patriarch
called upon everyone to respond to these events with intense prayer,
with compassion and genuinely Christian, reverent, conscious spiri-
tual effort, to strengthen the eternal and immutable values of the
Orthodox Russia handed down to us by our holy fathers.

That we have been able to avoid perhaps even more ca-
lamitous catastrophes may be fairly said to be, to a large extent,

the result of his moral and spiritual leadership, his example, his ac-
tions.

That we have today, at the helm of Russia, an Orthodox
government, that we can be thankful to the new government of a
liberated and free Russia for their courage and wise policies, for
their support of the Church, is entirely the result of the efforts of His
Holiness Patriarch Alexy.

In these coming days, when much shall be said that is both
essential and remarkable in honor of the memory of His Holiness
Patriarch Alexy II, the main point on which we would like above all
to focus our minds is this: now, as never before, we must all unite
in prayer with an earnest appeal to our Lord Jesus Christ, and to
His Most Pure Mother, our Heavenly Queen, that the successor of
our much-lamented Patriarch Alexy, reposed in our Lord this day,
should be in every respect his equal: that he should be heir to his
spirit, and to his spiritual heroism, to his leadership, to his prayerful
life centered as it was on the Divine Liturgy and on constant prayer,
to his compassionate love of his neighbour in keeping with Christ’s
commandment, to his love for Russia, to his devotion in everything,
even unto death, to our Lord Jesus Christ. By his prayers and the
prayers of our Metropolitan Laurus of blessed memory, may “the
Lord of the Harvest send forth a labourer into His harvest” (Matthew
9:38). Amen.
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